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Oh words of earnest thought, I send thee forth, 
To speak to English hearts in English guise ; 

Aye, let TTte People judge, pronounce thy worth, 
I have no fear for thee from kindly eyes. 

Some sigh of sympathy thouUt surely earn, 
In stately palace or in cottage home. 
The sigher too find comfort, cease to yearn 
For that which ne*er returns for sigh or moan. 

The bitter grief which caused thy birth hath fled, 
Life's simshine hath once more come back to me ; 

Not e'en in thought would I awake years dead, 
But revel in the joys of those that be. 

Tet still on Fashion's altar lay I down. 
What once was all the world (for me) held dear. 

What fancy pictured as life's brightest crown, 
But which no earthly pow'r could let me wear. 

So I resign it, and I laugh and sing. 
No sigh escapes my heart or lines my brow ; 

Oh words, my pray'r is thou indeed might'st bring 
Peace to the mourner such as fills me now. 

If so, my efforts will be doubly blest. 
If but one heart amidst earth's living throng 

Casts forth its sorrows, owns to perfect rest, 
Bestowed on it, oh words by Marion 1 
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The moon is brightly beaming, love, 

The stars are glancing down ; 

The little lights are gleaming, love. 

From yonder distant town ; 

And I wait, wait, wait ; and watch, watoh, watch ; 

And strive the faintest echo of thy well-known steps 

to catch ; 
But the only sound I hear, 
Through the loneliness so drear. 
Is the sobbing and the wailing. 
And the stormy, angry railing, 
Of the waves, of the booming, shrieking waves, 
As they shout and loudly roar. 
To the pebbles on the shore, 
Or yon rocks that their wildest fury laves ! 
Now I listen to their shrieking 
Through the stilly night-air breaking. 
Till methinks their anguished wail 
Is of faithless love the tale ! 
There again, and yet again. 
Like a cry of wildest pain. 
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Gomes the melanclioly moaning of the sea ; 

And it talks in plainest words 

To the gulls, yon stormy birds, 

But as plainly, love, it also talks to me : 

And this the tale it tells. 

As each mighty billow swells, 

Miron, watch no more — He*ll not return to thee ! 

The moon is slowly sinking, love. 

Behind yon ancient tow*r. 

And fewer lights are blinking, love. 

For late has grown the hour ; 

And I wait — yes, still I wait, but no longer do I watch. 

For sounds of that sweet music which mine ears were 

wont to catch. 
When in whispers which love craves 
(To the chiming of the waves). 
Oh ! you told the dear old story. 
Of a future crowned with glory, 
Which glory was to be that love of ours. 
And we swore it should not sway, 
It should never pass away, 
But, alas ! quickly faded have its flow'rs ! 
Merry bright waves laughing, bowing, 
Heard us fooHsh creatures vowing 
That our own most depthless love. 
Than sea's depths would deeper prove ; 
That the stars should lose their light. 
Ere love's mom should turn to night ; 
And, alas ! how quickly has that dark night come ! 
But the stars on heaven's brow. 
As that eve, are beaming now, 
And I watch them, but I watch them all alone ; 
Whilst the billows toss and roar. 
Never more ! oh, never more ! 
For thy darling's love was fleeting as our foam ! 
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The moon at last has waded, love, 

Through deepest clouds from sight, 

And from the town has faded, love. 

The last small twinkling light ! 

But in the darkness, still I pace, pace, pace. 

For sun in all his glory would not hrighten nature's 

face. 
Never, never more for me, 
Will a gleam of hrightness he ; 
Darker still will dawn each morrow. 
Deeper still wiU grow the sorrow, 
That I whisper to my friends, the rolling waves ! 
And no sympathy I lack. 
For they quickly answer hack, 
"With tales of rest that lie in shell-decked graves, 
And I check my heart's wild throbbing. 
As I listen to their sobbing, 
And they seem to whisper, " Die ; " 
But" I answer, with a sigh, 
" Ah, not so ! oh, friends of mine, 
I must linger out the time, 
EVry moment of the days that lie before ; 
And although I fain would rest, 
Far beneath sea's stormy breast, 
Yet I wiU not part us ever, ever more ; 
And such coward's deed, oh, sea ! 
Would but part my love and me, 
That dear love I hope to meet on yonder shore ! " 
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SSlht tooulb tO'hzji ht lik. 

What would to-day, this day be like, my darling, 

Had not fate parted ns so long ago ; 
Would sun be o*er our heads as brightly shining, 

Would dow'rs around our feet as sweetly blow ; 
Would lark be sin^ring in yon azure Heayen, 

As clear and blithe as on that long-past mom, 
When we those vows of fealty were plighting, 

When in such whirl of joy love's hopes were bom ? 

Or would lifers storms around us two have gathered, 

Until the b\irden grew so hard to bear. 
That we should look upon each other, darling, 

But as the cause to each of pain and care ? 
It might be so, and though God knows the parting. 

To me of dt-ath had all the anguished pain ; 
Yet I would ^lory in that anguish, rather 

Than thou should*st mourn thy life as lived in Yain. 

Thou*rt happy now, my darling, and the sorrows 

That heavy clouds threw o er my path awhile 
Are sweeping by, and though the rifts are narrow. 

Yet throui^h them ravs of sunshine sometimes smile. 
My life's one love, thou It never be forgotten, 

No, darling, not one moment can that be, 
Yet find I solace in the birds and flowers. 

That first grew dear through being loved by thee. 

I'm resting now amidst them, oh, my darling. 

And in my hand I grasp a crimson rose. 
Whose fragrant breath would seem to me to whisper 

Of joys to come, when weary eyes shall close. 
Remember' st thou the fragrant crimson blossom. 

Thy flrst love gift (whose perfume ne'er has fled), 
'Twas given as an emblem of life's sweetness. 

That should not die till tr«, my love, were dead. 
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All me ! all me ! 'tis true that man proposes, 

But He, who rules us with such mighty rod, 
But wields it, and, in vain our strongest efforts. 

We cannot set aside the will of Grod ; 
And in our case, my darling, 't^as to sever 

Two hearts, that in those months had merged in one, 
To send thee forth, hearthroken, on life's journey, 

And leave me here to hrave its storms alone. 

But it was for thy good He did it, darling. 

And though I felt my heart one time rehel, 
I see thy happiness at last is perfect. 

And from my soul can murmur, " It is well." 
Thou'st found thy rose, oh, may its fragrant sweetness 

Live on for ever, and live but for thee. 
Whilst life, bereft of all its stormy anguish. 

Will pass in quiet solitude for me. 

In solitude, my darling, not in sorrow, 

For nothing can my yearning hopes destroy. 
That yonder, where no thoughts of marriage enter, 

We two shall meet and dwell in endless joy. 
That high above yon sun so brightly shining. 

Our souls shall wing their flight far, far away, 
And know such joy as here would not be given. 

Though thou wert by my side as mine to-day. 



darol, iirMe. 

Cabol, birdie, carol sweetly 
From those branches high above ; 

Tell me, can you see my darling. 
My heart's fondest, dearest love ? 
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Yon will know him, little birdie, 
For yon've often seen him here, 

And yon've heard him whisper fondly 
I was to his heart as dear. 

Carol, birdie, carol sweetly, 

TeU me is he happy now ? 
Are his eyes as bright and sunny. 

And as free from care his brow ? 
Tell me, is he qnite forgetting 

How he strove my love to win. 
When he caused me here to linger 

On that summer's eve with him ? 

Carol, birdie, carol sweetly. 

Say, does he remember yet. 
How we used to part in sorrow 

And how joyously we met ? 
Does he mind the murmured blessing 

That he at each parting gave. 
And how often he protested 

Love would die but in the grave ? 

Carol, birdie, carol sweetly. 

Tell me, does he give one thought 
To the heart that's nigh on breaking ? 

To the soul with anguish fraught ? 
Does he think of all the future 

With its vistas dark and drear ? 
Of the stony, thorny roadway 

That must lie before me here ? 

Carol, birdie, carol sweetly. 

But to him as well as me ; 
Tell him how I hope his lifetime 

From all sorrow will be free : 
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Tell ^ini that he*s still so precious 
To this loving heart of mine, 

That my daily earnest prayer 
Is life's snn will o'er him shine. 

Carol, birdie, carol sweetly, 

TeU him how his love I miss. 
But that if Ae is contented 

I can bear my loss of bliss ; 
Still if e'er life's storms o'ertake him. 

Let him then turn for relief 
To the one who'll ne'er forsake him. 

But will share his ev'ry grief. 

Carol, birdie, carol sweetly 

From those branches high above ; 
Tell me, can you see my darling ? 

My heart's fondest, dearest love ? 
Banish half the pain and sorrow 

Now within my aching breast. 
By assuring me he's happy. 

And his memory at rest. 



When morning sun is lighting 

The rosy-tinted sky. 
And blithe lark carols gaily 

His matin song on high, 
I'm sad, the bright rays watching, 

And sad to hear the song ; 
Because I miss thee, darling. 

Our pleasant haunts among ; 
The heart is tuned to sorrow, 
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That once could carol free, 
As birdies in their gladness, 

But only sung of thee^ 
Of thee, who taught it language 

Of happiness and bliss, 
Then bade its rapture perish, 

No wonder that I miss, 
No wonder that I miss thee, 

My love, my love I miss. 

I wander by the margin 

Of yonde'r flowing tide, 
And hear the wavelets murmur, 

** He should be by thy side." 
They tell me of those roamings,^ 

Our roamings by the sea, 
Where oft they heard thee whisper, 

** Thou'rt more than life to me." 
Anon they sob and quiver. 

Toss high their foamy spray. 
Then roar with voice of thunder, 

** His love has passed away." 
My darling, oh, my darling. 

If ocean talks like this, 
Can'st think I can forget thee, 

Can'st wonder that I miss, 
Can'st wonder that I miss thee, 

My love, my love I miss. 

When even's darkening shadows 

Athwart the roadway run. 
And (heralds of night's beauty) 

The stars shine one by one, 
I stray me forth to ponder 

Beneath yon ancient trees. 
And there again thy love vows 

Are whispered by the breeze ; . 
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*Till in my bitter anguish, 

I cry aloud, aloud, 
" Oh, love, why shade my lifetime 

With such a heavy cloud, 
Why know I naught but sorrow, 

And others naught but hliss f 
Return, return, my darling, 

I miss thee, love, I miss. 
Oh, listen to my wailing. 

My love, my love I miss." 

Cease, weary heart, thy struggles 

Within my aching breast, 
He hears thee not, or hearing 

He cares not for thy rest. 
What though thy joys are blighted. 

Of his it dims not one. 
His life is free and happy, 

As ere thy love begun ; 
And that it is be thankful, 

This thought, like ray of light, 
Shall yet disperse thy sorrow, 

As mom disperses night. 
Be happy, then, my Duncan. 

As ere our first sweet kiss, 
But wonder not I miss thee. 

My love, my life I miss, 
Aye wonder not I miss thee. 

My love, my love I miss. 



10 BUT FOR ONE WORD FROM THEE. 
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Oh ! but for a message from thee, dear love, 

Oh ! but for a word, one word, 
'Twere sweeter than honey to bee, dear love, 

*Twere sweeter than song to bird. 
But the moments flow in their weary course, 

And lengthen to days and years ; 
Whilst memory draws from their inmost source 

Eegretful, passionate tears. 
The summer winds that in ecstasy float, 

High over the grass and flowers ; 
And the nightingale^s soft, sweet dulcet note. 

Recall but those long dead hours. 
I listen to-night to the chiming beUs, 

From yon Minster old and gray. 
Their beautiful music ripples and swells, 

And these are the words they say : 
** Like us for a flickering time rejoice. 

Like us in silence repose, 
Till love re-awakes at the one dear voice 

That shall sound "—ah ! when H—Ood knows ! 
For the bells are silent, they knew no more. 

So I plead for the rest in vain ; 
And I know their comfort for me is o'er, 

By the growth of my bitter pain. 
And I cry aloud in passionate wrath, 

** Why torture me thus, oh, Fate ? 
Bring back Life's sunbeams to gladden my path : " 

But a voice breathes low, " Too late." 
Oh ! Love of my Life, say must it be so, 

The future lie bleak and bare ; 
Hope's lilies and roses have ceased to blow 

When my tired feet wander there ? 
Shall waken no sign, no gHmmer of bliss, 

Ko thought of a time to be, 
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When winds of heaven shall echo Love's kiss. 

Its accents murmured to me ? 
What whispers thy glittering light, star ? 

Dost thou hring me comfort, dear ? 
And say that clouds which are brightest afar, 

Are drearest and darkest near ? 
That the air is cold till the showers fall, 

Then the chill and shade is past ; 
The cloud disperses, and over us all 

Is its silver lining cast. 
Thus be it, star ! let the fancy dwell 

Within my desolate heart ; 
For surely the two who have loved so well. 

Foes cannot for ever part. 
But, oh ! for a message from thee, dear love, 

But, oh ! for a word — one word, 
*Twere sweeter than honey to bee, dear love, 

'Twere sweeter than song to bird. 



Softly fall the shades of even, 

As I watch the sun decline ; 
To mine ears these words are given, 

" Peace be thine ! sweet peace be thine ! " 
'Tis a band of little children 

Softly singing the refrain ; 
Hark ! upon the breeze 'tis wafted ; 

There, again, and yet again. 
" Peace," I murmur, ** sorrow rather 

Is my portion here below ; " 
And the tears begin to gather, 

As I wonder why 'tis so. 
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Oh ! my darling, dark clouds hover — 
Clouds of sorrow shadow me : 

Where art thou, my friend, my lover, 
And does sweet peace dwell with thee ? 

Why did hard fate bid us sever ; 

Drift us thus so far apart ; 
Blighting, killing now and ever 

Ev*ry joy within my heart ? 
Clouds, they say, have silver lining. 

But I cannot see it here ; 
If for me that light is shining 

'Tis but in another sphere ; 
And to-night I'm longing, darling. 

Longing for the time to come. 
When the angels' arms shall bear me 

Through the clouds to yon bright home. 
Hark ! again those children's voices 

With their soft, sweet cadence chime ; 
As they sing my heart rejoices 

In their words, " Sweet peace be thine." 

See, the sun beneath yon billow 

For the night has sunk to rest. 
Like a child who makes its pillow 

On a loving mother's breast ; 
In the air I hear the humming 

Of the busy honey bee. 
As he hastens homeward, coming 

With his spoils from off the lea ; 
All things speak of rest from trouble, 

Saving I, save only I, 
Who alone can hope for quiet, 

When I lay me down to die : 
Still 'twould bring some ease, my darling. 

To this weary heart of mine, 
Could I know for certain, darling. 

Peace was thine, sweet peace was thine. 
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Mom and eve of thee I'm dreaming, 

And those dreams thy form restore ; 
Yonder stars, so hrightly heaming, 

Take me hack to eves of yore, 
When, with thee, I watched them glisten 

Brightly in the summer skies, 
When mi^e ears were charmed to listen 

To that love which lit thine eyes. 
Oh ! my darling, why then fancy 

That my love could ever fail ? 
Why so weak as heed their slander, 

fiend thine ear to such a tale. 
As to-night should set me weeping 

O'er those hlighted hopes of mine ? 
Still might joy thy heart he keeping. 

Peace he thine, sweet peace he thine. 

Vows of love in endless numher. 

Flood my memory this eve, 
Yows I sometimes dare to wonder 

Could' st thou at that time believe — 
When my hrow thy lips caressing. 

Left their fondest imprint there — 
Did'st helieve /was the blessing 

From thy life thou could' st not spare. 
If 'twas so, oh ! why this sorrow, 

Clouding all our earthly way ? 
Still I love thee, oh ! I love thee. 

And that love will ne'er decay ; 
It will plead— To thee be given 

Joys' that never can be mine ; 
Till we meet at last in Heaven 

Peace be thine, sweet peace he thine. 



\ 
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Oh, love, why bidest thou so far away. 

Yet art so near — so very, very near, 
That I can look upon thy face each day, 

The ringing cadence of thy dear voice hear, 
Can watch thee flitting ever to and fro, 

The same sad gloom overshadowing thy brow, 
That speaks of sorrow for lost long ago — 

A sorrow surely thou mayest banish now. 

Can'st still believe the world e*en more than me. 

The lying tongues that forced us two apart, 
And art thou, love, so blind thou can*st not see 

That I am dying of a broken heart ? 
Not all thy love if lavished now could save 

The life that once thou held'st so very dear ; 
Beneath my feet there yawns an open grave, 

The Reaper Death has brought his sickle near. 

But ere it touches me, come back, come back. 

And softly whisper as thou used to do, 
Throw one bright gleam upon earth's fading track. 

By saying, ** Miron, thouy my love, art <rwc." 
Aye, even as I write I feel the bliss 

Thrill ev'ry chord of love within my soul. 
To think a time may come when words like this 

Shall cheer me onwards to all Nature's goal. 

The days pass in their weary course along. 

And lengthen as they go to weeks and years. 
But all uncheered for me by mirth and song. 

Drowned since we parted in a flood of tears. 
They say each sigh afresh makes fond hearts bleed, 

If so, no wonder that I soon must die. 
My heart's life's blood must oft have flowed indeed. 

For I am ever answ'ring sigh with sigh. 



injBIEL. 1 5 



Oh, Kobere, dearest, listen, I implore, 

Come back to Miron, but a little while, 
Speed on her journey to that distant shore 

With tender word and gentle, loving smile ; 
^store a remnant of the long gone past, 

The old sweet intercourse once more renew, 
Hold me to thy fond bosom at the last 

And whisper, " Miron, love, I know thou'rt true." 




uml. 



Mtteiel, sweet Muriel, gentle, winning Muriel, 
I love thee — oh, I love thee as I never loved before ! 

Though boyhood's wonted blisses. 

And boyhood's scattered kisses, 
I have taken and have given too o'er and o'er and o'er. 

But boyhood's days have passed me by, 

Now manhood's prime is very nigh, 

And this is love that cannot die 
To thee I proffer, Muriel. 

Muriel, sweet Muriel, gentle, winning Muriel ! 
I offer the protection which a man alone can give ; 

My arm shall shield and guard thee, 

From ev'ry sorrow ward thee. 
And be thy sure, safe guidance, love, as long as we shall live. 

By yonder gleaming stars above. 

To thee I swear truth, faith, and love ; 

Let years that lie before us prove 
I love thee, sweetest Muriel ! 

Muriel, sweet Muriel, gentle, winning Muriel ! 

The roses and the lilies on thy cheeks are blooming fair, 

Whilst thy step is swift and light. 

And thine eyes like jewels bright, 
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And sxuibeams seem to tangle in thy wavy golden hair ; 

But, oh, the roses will not last, 

The sunbeams, too, will fade as fast ; 

Yet when thy youth and beauty's past, 
I still will love thee, Muriel. 

Muriel, sweet Muriel, gentle, winning Muriel, 
Gaze deep into mine eyes, love, read the story they 
reveal ! 

By this kiss upon thine hand 

Thou art dearest in the land ; 
But thus folded to my breast, I Love's solemn contract 

seal; 
May deepest punishment be mine. 
If e'er I cause in future time 
Pain to sear that heart of thine. 
My love, my life, my Muriel ! 



% MWs mitt. 

Oh, winds, the night is dreary. 
Blow ye gently o'er the sea, 

For dark the pathless waters 
He is traversing to me. 

ff 

Long weary months I've waited. 

Watching both by day and night. 
And in my casement window 
I have placed the promised light. 

In vain. His gallant vessel. 
Never yet has come to view ; 

Oh, winds, when will ye waft me 
My loved husband, brave and true? 
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Our boy, in baby language, 
Night and morning joins with me 

In praying for the father — 
Who is sailing on the sea. 

With blue eyes gravely gazing. 
As he wandered by my side, 

He watched with me this morning 
The outgoing of the tide. 

He saw that I was weeping, 
Oh, how could my baby learn. 

That in mine ear he whispered 
With the tide he will return I 

** Weep ye no more, dear mother, 
For I know my dream was true, 

That said ere day has ended 

He*ll come back to me and you." . 

Hush, winds, above thy rushing, 
What's that sound ? Oh, can it be ? 

Thank God, it is m)^ husband 
Who at last has come to me. 

All thanks to our Creator, 

Oh, dread winds, who made ye sleep. 
And stilled the raging billows 

Of the ever mighty deep. 



1 8 PARTED. 



Paeted for aye ; how sad it seems 

To listen to the story 
Of parted lovers, vanished dreams, 

A life's lost hopes of glory. 

Parted for aye, yet not apart ; 

Sundered, yet daily meeting ; 
Those two, who once spoke heart to heart, 

Now pass without a greeting. 

Without a greeting ! Spoke I thus — 

Ah, smoothest runs the river 
Where greatest depths reflect the hlush 

Of sunset's golden quiver. 

Look at their faces, mark the frown 

O'er all his hrow extending : 
Look well at him ; in eyes cast down 

Both love and scorn are hlending. 

Now look at her. Defiance gleams 
From out her gray eyes' splendour : 

She's passed him hy; now watch the beams 
Of love so strong and tender. 

Well, such is life. Though sweet the rose, 

By thorns it is surrounded, 
And so those two have countless foes 

Whose hatred is unbounded. 

And what to them are ruined lives, 

So as they get their wishes ; 
They bless the one who with them strives 

To smother love and kisses. 
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They look on slander as no crime, 

They see in truth no beauty ; 
They all to cruelty incline, 

Then say, " We've done our dutyJ*^ 

Go on, good folks, your duty do ; 

May be, you'll stop earth's moving : 
You cannot kill a heart that's true, 

Nor stop that heart from loving. 

You cannot check the tender word. 

To human ear ne'er spoken : 
The glance that says, without be'ng heard, 

** My promise is unbroken. 

"I gave my heart's first love to you ; 

That love no time can smother ! 
I have been, am, and will be true, 

I cannot love another. 

" You promised me, long years ago, 
Your love should never falter : 

I gave you mine, for weal or woe, 
And true love cannot alter." 
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I WILL be blithe. In mirth and song 

m pass the hours away ; 
Each eye shall see, amidst the throng, 

I'm gayest of the gay. 

'Tis only in the lonesome night, 
When darkness broods above. 

That I will dare to think of thee, 
My first, but faithless love. 

They say another claims thee now, 
Thou'st found another shrine. 

And kisses fall upon her brow. 
That once were only 7mne, 

To her art thou e'en more than life. 

As thou wert once to me ; 
If so, she'll make a better wife 

Perhaps than I could be. 

God bless thee both— aye, e'en for her 
I'll pray for thy dear sake ; 

And think of both as happy, though 
My heart is like to break. 



MOXTH OF ROSES. 21 
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Oh, montli of roses, with thy halmy air, 

The perfume of whose hreath is sweet, so sweet, 
The beauty of whose 'domments are so fair, 

It grieves man to the heart that they should fleet. 
How is it I can take no joy from thee ? 

Why breathest thou no music to my soul ? 
Why comes such passion of wild pain to me. 

As thou athwart my life's lone pathway roll ? 

It is that mem'ry takes me back once more 

To month of roses, oh, so long ago, 
When, giving me one crimson bloom, he swore 

That life for me should hold no pain or woe. 
Ah, even now my heart gives bounding thrill 

At thought of happiness so true, so deep ; 
I wonder at myself for living still, 

When joy had yet been mine in death's long sleep. 

The rose he gave me, still is mine, is here. 

But every vestige of its bloom has fled ; 
For, with thy dying'on that blissful year, 

I found the blossom and the love, too, dead. 
Thou livest once again ; as seasons roll 

Again and yet again thou'lt reign on earth ; 
But love can never more enthral my soul. 

For love like mine can know no second birth. 

And this, oh, month of roses, this is why 

All thy bright beauty is but pain to me. 
And when thou, in thy glory, passeth by, 

Naught but one crimson blossom do I see. 
And that is dead : see, thus its leaves I kiss. 

And cry aloud in very bitterness of pain, 
** Oh, June, thou bear'st no rose so dear as this, 

For love that gave it ne'er can live again." 



\ 
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Softly o'er the heaving waters 
Comes the sound of music sweet ; 

Yon heat holds Eve's fairest daughters, 
Who thus silver moonbeams greet : — 

"Beam upon us ! beam upon us ! 

Let thy light, so pure and fair. 
Symbolize the life before us, 

Lined with silver, free from care!" 

Then, thought I, that wish is stranger 
Than wish ever heard before : 

What is life without one danger ? 
What is it worth living for ? 

Hark ! across the waves of ocean. 
Once again those voices ring. 

And I list with deep emotion 
Thus to hear the maidens sing: — 

"Beam upon us ! beam upon us ! 

Make our hearts like thee so cold ; 
Let no love of man e'er warm us, 

Nor our souls his image hold I " 

Strange, thought I, is she, whose feelings 
Would thus die at dawn of life. 

Who's no wish for love's revealings, 
Nor to bear the title wife ! 

But my heart had ceased to wonder, 
When once more across the main. 

Though so soft, like peal of thunder. 
Rung the mournful, sad refrain : — 
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" Beam upon us, till youVe frozen 

Ev'ry feeling of our youth ; 
Let us maidens fail to suffer 

From that curse — man's want of truth ! 

" When we hear him swear to cherish, 
Let our hearts reject his strain. 

For we know his love will perish, 
When we give him love again ! 

" Beam upon us, silver moonlight ! 

Check each wish for love to sigh ; 
We are free and we are happy. 

Let us live on thus or die /" 



l^jett foje tfo0 S^hir* 



When we two loved, in days gone by, 

The world with joy was ringing ; 
No weary sound of sob or sigh 

To us its sad flight winging ; 
Nor right nor left we looked to see, 
If grief or sorrow e'er could be. 
So full of happiness were we. 

In days of yore. 
'Twas carelessness, perhaps you'll say. 
Life' blossoms strewed our joyous way. 
We were not bound to seek decay 

At sound fruits' core. 
But, oh, when love like summer died, 

'Midst storms of bitter weeping. 
When life's bleak winds around us sighed, 

Our hearts no more were sleeping ! 
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We looked around ; behold, arose 

Sights, sounds we could not smother ; 
We saw reflected in our woes 

The woes of ev'ry other. 
We took our severed paths in life, 
I sought the home* where want was rife, 
You battled with the world's dark strife 

With might and main. 
And now where'er I take my way, 
I hear the people fondly say, 
** God bless him each and ev'ry day ! " 

And not in vain. 
No, not in vain, for blessings bright 

Your onward path is strewing; 
You've clambered fame's most dizzy height. 

Since you to me came wooing. 

And now my happiness I find 

In hearing of your glory. 
Your first love perished, but to find 

A hero for life's story ; 
And I go on my path of peace, 
Xor find my labours ever cease. 
But still my griefs somehow decrease, 

Along the road. 
For fancy paints a vision rare, 
A home of beauty bright and fair, 
And we might join each other there, 

In that abode. 
The joy of life, here side by side, 

To us was never given. 
But after day comes eventide, 

Then might we meet in heaven ! 



Jairs itll. 

JrsT a week ago to-morrow 

Life was very bright to me ; 
There was not one cloud or ripple 

On its surface I could see. 
I sat listening that mcrniag 

As sweet music rose and fell ; 
For true music was the Uughter 

Of our little Fairy Bell. 

She was like a gleam of sunahine, 

With liLT wa\'y goUtn hair, 
With licr tyc-3 ohieavcn's azure, 

And her face so pure and fuir. 
She had seemed around ub ever 

To he weaving some sweet spell. 
For each heart would own ita oaptun 

By our little Fairy Bell, 

But she was too like an angel 

Ou this weary earth to stay ; 
So her sisters ciiniu and called her, 

And with them she went away. 
ifow what we shall do without her, 

I am sure I cannot tell ; 
For our greatest hlessing perished 

With our little Fairy Bell. 

I am sitting hy the hed-side, 

WLcreuiiun in deep repOse, 
Fairy Bell ia onhnly lying 

Freed from all earth's I'ares and w 
On mine ear a sound is falling — 

One, two, three ; it ia the knell 
They are ringing for our darling. 

So good-bye, sweet Fairy Bell. 
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It was on a sweet Spring morning, oh, so many years ago, 
That the shadow fell upon me of a deep and deathless woe, 
For no love my heart had moved, Duncan, my soul had known 

no guile, 
'Till its windows met that morning the bright radiance of your 

smile. 
I remember how you pointed out the budding leaves that 

day, 
And ere Nature's sweet theme ended you had ta'en my heart 

away ; 
You had ta'en my heart away, Duncan, oh, give it back again, 
For the void is filled to bursting with a weary, aching pain. 

It was on a Summer^ s morning, loudly rang the thrushes' 

song, 
And our hearts its music echoed as we made our way along 
Through the meadows rich with clover, 'neath the silver 

birchen tree. 
Through the barley, nodding gaily to the busy honey bee. 
Though we talked of something, Duncan, it was not of leaves 

that day. 
But the pages of a lifetime that in love should pass away ; 
Of the time your arms should shield me from each thought or 

sigh of pain. 
So love's bud broke into blossom, and I gave my heart in vain. 

It was on an Autumn^s morning, thick the brown leaves 

strewed the ground. 
And the wind wailed through the branches with a sad and 

solemn sound. 
Just as though it mourned in sorrow o'er fair nature's swift 

decay. 
O'er the birds, and bees, and flowers, that had made the earth 

80 gay, 
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"We two stood beneath the branches. Though our words were 

few and brief, 
There was mingled with their utterance no sound of bud or 

leaf: 
For, alas ! like breath of Autumn kills the leaves upon the tree, 
So the rank foul breath of slander killed your so-called love 

for me. 

It was on a Wintei'^s morning, but the air was bright and clear, 
And the Christmas bells loud chiming seemed to echo, " Mortals, 

hear, 
Oh, this is the happy morning when He came to bring you 

peace, 
To promote good will among you, and to bid your sorrows 

cease." 
As you heard their sweet tones, Duncan, as you held me to your 

heart. 
Did yon fail to read my anguish that you whispered, " We 

must part." 
Oh, I used to think you loved me, but I own I hardly know. 
When I think of how you left me on that morning in the snow. 



Among yon wooded covers 
There's just a pretty view : 

A youthful pair of lovers 
Must surely be those two. 

But, hark ! the girl is sobbing. 
He tries to soothe in vain ! 

For is not his heart throbbing 
With weariness of pain ? 



f 
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This is their first sad parting ; 

He can no longer stay, 
To-morrow he is starting 

For distant lands away. 

** My Mabel, still your weeping ; 

The summer shall not fade 
Ere I return — for keeping 

The promises I've made." 

Then answered Mabel, sighing, 
** Oh, Leonard, dear, be true, 

And think of me as dying 
Ere I am false to you. 

** In vain I try to smother 
The thought that it might be, 

"When far away, some other 
"Will steal your heart from me." 

" Look up, my bonnie Mabel, 
At yonder beaming sky. 

The sun is not more able 
To speak truth, love, than I ; 

*' And he will fade for ever, 
Ere I untrue shall prove ; 

Believe, love, though we sever, 
In my abiding love." 

He went, and summer vanished 

Again and yet again ; 
But years have never banished 

Sweet Mabel's weary pain. 

Deep lines of grief and sorrow 
Are graven on her brow ; 

In vain she strives to borrow 
One gleam of comfort now. 



Hope's fingers fail in twining 
Its garland round her head ; 

She aeos the aun is shining, 
Knows love for her is dead. 

She hears. A blue-eyed maiden, 
He fondly calls his own ; 

And she, so sorrow laden, 
Muet dwell on earth alone. 

Bnt nothing lasta for ever. 
And joy for htr shall beam, 

"When Death itself shall cast her 
On Life's eternal stream. 



SJt (Bttir. 

Ay ancient lady is sitting 
Alone in the dim firelight : 

Her hands are busily knitting, 
Her feet on the fender bright. 

No Boimd is heard, save the ticking 
Of the lime-piece loud and slow. 

And the needles' swift, sharp clicking. 
As they hasten to and fro. 

"Alas!" said the lady, "sorrow. 
Why hast thou pursned me here. 

Tester, to-day, and to-morrow 
Alike, BO lonely and drear P 

"Bnt for one hour of the dawning 
Backward if Time would but move, 

Showing me Life's happy morning 
One moment of long ago love ! 
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" Oh, that the silence were broken, 
That for one moment his voice 

Could speak in tones it has spoken, 
Bidding my fond heart rejoice ! 

" Ah, me ! when fate bid us sever 
The light of my life went out ; 

What parted us, love, for ever ? — 
Aye, what was it all about ? 

" But surely I^m near the ending. 
My thoughts are of thee to-night ; 

Past time with present is blending 
This eve in the dim firelight ! 

"Oh, Leonard, Life's stormy weather 
For me, love, is almost o'er, 

I pray we might meet together 
At last on that brighter shore ! " 

She ceased, and slowly the knitting 
Fell out of her palsied hand. 

Her form in the chair was sitting. 
Her soul in the Spirit Land. 



Jfatie's '^mat. 



It seems that a mirror before me lies, 
And I look on its face with longing eyes, 
For it throws forth a view of bygone years, 
Though but dimly seen through a mist of tears. 

There's a vision now of a cosey room. 

Where the firelight plays with the twilight's gloom, 

And the shadows dance with a merry air, 

O'er that woman's form in the easy chair. 
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Her face is upturned, and a glad surprise 
Gleams forth from the depths of her earnest eyes, 
For a man breathes low to her listening ear, 
The beautiful story so old and dear. 

The story that Adam first breathed to Eve, 
That woman but hears to at once believe ; 
Alas, man ! for that worship so true 
Given that night and for ever to you. 

Have you forgotten the exquisite bliss 

Of love's first embrace, and its first sweet kiss ? 

Oh, have you forgotten the loving tone. 

And the whispered words, ** I am yours alone ? " 

" As long as the sands of this life shall run, 
So long shall last the true love you have won ; 
The fiowers shall fade and the rivers dry. 
Ere the love I give you to-night shall die." 

The picture has changed, and the cold white snow 
Lies thick on the hills and the vales below ; 
Two forms are portrayed, and the woman there 
Is the same who sat in the easy chair. 

Her face is uplifted to his again, 
But the beautiful eyes are so full of pain, 
That he feels in his own the tear-drops start. 
As he clasps her close to his beating heart. 

They're parting for ever ! Saddest farewells 
Are mockingly echoed by New Year's bells. 
That seem to gleefully shout in their ears, 
" Happy New Year ! Many happy New Years ! " 

Ring on, beUs, but your happiest chime, 
Shall speak of no joy for all future time. 
For the joyfulest sounds ye ever gave. 
Pealed merrily over a First Love's grave ! 
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I PRAT, stars, thy radiant light, 
May fall upon my love to-night, 
And be as beauteous in his sight 
As years ago. 

When we two wandered side by side. 
My love and I his promised bride, 
And dreamt not then there could betide 
One thought of woe. 

How oft beneath thy silver beams, 
"We've loitered o'er the self-same scenes. 
Our hearts too full of love's sweet dreams. 
Their spell to break ! 

We've stood upon the surf -washed shore. 
And listened to the ocean's roar. 
As we shall never listen more : 
Why, Fate, this freak ? 

Is life too sweet, too full of joy. 
That thou should' st all thy might employ. 
One heart's great blessing to destroy. 
To set at naught 

The longing, yearning wish of one. 
For whom life had not e'en begun. 
Until by her his love was won ? 
Oh, dearly bought 

That love, for which she gave her all, 
Her heart's full wealth beyond recall ! 
Her recompense how poor, how small ! 
How quickly fled 



WHAT MADE NATURE SWEET TO ME. 33 

His love, that through the Summer hours, 
Like sun put forth its greatest pow'rs. 
Then perished with the Summer flow'rs. 
And now is dead ! 

But mine doth through each season hloom, 
Through Summer's heat and Winter's gloom, 
But rest is mine beyond the tomb, 
Freedom from woe. 

Beam on him, stars, from out yon sky. 
Check for him thought of care or sigh, 
Bear to my love my last good bye ! 
I long to go. 



My heart is sad and mournful 

Through the long bright Summer hours^ 
The birds' songs turn to wailing. 

And a blight is on the flow'rs ; 
The brook, whose banks Love wandered — 

Sweetest love by us portrayed — 
Meanders now as ever 

Through the valley and the glade ; 
But no more in its beauty 

Can I revel like the bee. 
For Nature in all phases 

Drew her charms for me from thee. 

To me thy voice was music. 
As it whispered of sweet love. 

And birds its accents echoed 
From the branches high above. 
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Each blossom of the Summer 

Was a rare and priceless gem, 
For sake of hands that culled it 

For his Myra's diadem. 
The bright brook made soft music, 

As it almost laved our feet ; 
Yes, to me it was thy presence 

That made Nature seem so sweet ! 

But thy love, like Summer's flow'rs, 

Could not bear the Winter's chill, 
So when that came it perished 

Like the fern on snow-capped hill ; 
And when they falsely whispered 

That my heart was none of thine. 
That other's love-wreathed chaplets 

Had crowned this brow of mine. 
Like bitter east winds wither 

Flow'rs and fruits o'er which they rove, 
Did poisoned shafts of slander 

Kill thy so-called deathless love. 

"No thought that bitter grieving 

Could so nearly break my heart 
Across thy mind e'er wandered. 

When thus bidding love depart. 
Oh, my darling, did thy fancy 

Picture others 'midst the throng 
Who'd tell thee tale more truthful. 

Or would give thee love more strong ? 
It matters not, they triumphed. 

They were more to thee than I, 
So thy love died like the flowers. 

Whilst, alas, mine cannot die ! 
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Dost remember, oh, my darling, 

How ye said in days of yore, 
** That our hearts were twin in feeling, 

Would be twin for evermore : 
That thy ev'ry pulse would perish 

Ere it failed to beat with mine. 
That each fancy I could cherish 

Would but picture each of thine ! " 

Oh, the long, long years in passing. 

Have they failed my love to prove, 
That my heart is true and constant, 

Whilst thine own has ceased to love ? 
Ah, thou knewest not in twining 

Love's fair garland round my brow. 
That my soul, that love first 'shrining. 

Felt no more than feeling now. 

Still I blame thee not, for nature 

Made thy heart like Summer's sun, 
Fierce, impetuous in its wooing, 

'Till its deadly work was done — 
Deadly, for like tender flower 

Droops beneath the noontide heat. 
So my heart 'neath love's great power 

Laid its treasures at thy feet. 

There they laid, for thou wert weary, 

Summer hours had passed away, 
And thy love died off in coolness, 

As the even follows day. 
Thou and I shared joy together, 

I must bear my grief alone ; 
If for thee comes stormy weather 

Then return to me 7mne own, 

B~2 
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Bo I love thee ? Do I love thee ? 

Ask the busv humming bee 
If it loves the summer's sunshine, 

Or the liow'rs upon the lea I 
Ask the bird whose thrilling music 

Fills Tilth melody the air. 
If he loves the mate who waits him. 

Hid amons^ the clover there I 
Lift thine eves to vonder branches 

Of the grand old forest trees. 
Ask them if they love the wooing 

Of the gentle summer breeze ! 
Could they speak, Fd wait their answer, 

Knowing well what that would be — 
** Yes, we love them ; oh ! we love them ; " 

Even so do I love thee. 




I\» I Un» thoe M>o I love thee ? 

Ask the captive in his cell 
If he\l love to gain his f r>?edom. 

And the home he knows so well ! 
Do I love thee ? Ask the camel. 

As he roams the desert drear, 
If the verdure-clad oasis 

Than the sand is not more dear I 
Ask the wrecked upon the ocean, 

Far amidst the billows* roar, 
If they'd love to see a lifeboat 

That should bear them to the shore ! 
Could they speak, I*d wait their answer, 

Knowing well what that would be — 
" Yes, we love them ; oh ! we love them ; " 

Even so do I love thee. 



m^vn's vows. 37 



Do I love tliee ? Do I love thee ? 

See, I press thee to my heart, 
And I swear life's sunshine dieth 

Out for me if we must part. 
My oasis in the desert, 

And my lifeboat on life's sea ; 
Dearer far than fame or fortune. 

Aye ! or e'en than life to me. 
Dear to bee is bonnie flower. 

Dear to bird is mate and nest ; 
But thou'rt more to me than either, 

And I swear to love thee best. 
Hear my vows, they are my answer. 

Could' st thou doubt what it would be ? 
As the blossoms love the sunshine. 

Even so do I love thee. 

Do I love thee ? Do I love thee ? 

Oh, the summer hours are done ; 
The bird has ceased his trilling. 

And the bee has ceased to hum. 
The blossoms fair are withered, 

That once bloomed upon the lea ; 
Whilst the Autumn winds are sighing. 

Driving leaves from hedge and tree. 
And a lonely woman sobbing. 

Answers Nature's moan with moan— 
** Oh, his love was like the summer. 

And with summer it has flown ! " 
Do I love thee ? Do I love thee ? 

This his answer should have been : 
" Till I see one brighter, fairer. 

In my heart thou reignest queen." 



38 SHALL I WHISPER ? 



Shall I whisper, shall I tell thee, what thou art now to me ? 
What the sun is to the flowers, their honey to the bee, 
What the breezes to the forest, what light is to the day — 
Their life, their whole existence, without which they'd pass 
away — 
All this art thou to me ! 

Shall I whisper, shall I tell thee, how priceless is thy love ? 
It makes of earth a heaven, it breathes of heaven above. 
It throws a halo round me, keeps my soul from taint of wrong, 
Till life's most mournful numbers are all altered into song — 
All this it does for me I 

Shall I whisper, shall I tell thee, should e'er thy love decrease, 
How with its going, ev'ry joy on earth for me would cease ? 
the sun would lose its glory, and the flow'rs no more would 

blow 
For her who loves thee, darling, if thy love should fail her so— 

Then let it live for me ! 
Shall I whisper, shall I tell thee, what rules this world of 

What t^s a barren wilderness to wilderness of flow'rs ? 
Aye ! what would turn a prison to a palace rich and rare ? 
'Tis sweet love wHch rules all nations, and makes this world 

so fair — 
And so sweet love rules me ! 



WHISPER TO THE DREAM FAYS. 39 



Whisper softly, oh, my lover, 

When the staxs begin to peep, 
And bright dreams around me hover. 

Whisper softly whilst I sleep. 
Tell the winds to bear your message 

Through the land of happy dreams ; 
Bid them say you are not faithless. 

Nor is life just what it seems. 
Say how if I wait in patience 

You will once more come to me. 
How our life of bygone glory 

In the future yet shall be. 

Tell the dream fays how our parting 

Causes you, too, bitter pain ; 
Bid them check my tear-drops starting, 

For that we shall meet again ; 
How it "was to spare me sorrow. 

Stay each trembling sigh and fear. 
That you promised me a morrow 

Which as yet, love, is not here. 
Tell them how you breathed a blessing 

When you passed my window by— 
Aye, my darling, whisper softly. 

As the dream fays o'er me fly. 

For your presence sorely needing. 

For your hand to smooth my brow. 
Listen to my earnest pleading. 

Whisper to the dream fays now. 
Stars are peeping from high heaven, 

Peace breathes forth in all around ; 
Thus our parting night was given 

With no single jarring sound. 



40 THE SMILE AND THE FBOWX. 

Ah, the light is fading, fading, 
Slumber takes me by the hand : 

Hark ! I hear your message stealing 
Softly through the dream fay's land. 



Folks say that it rains and is bitterly cold. 

Oh, I wonder now how that can be, 
When each thing I look at is brighter than gold, 

And the world's full of sunshine to me ! 
The flowers look fairer than e'er to my eyes. 

And the ripple of streamlets I hear ; 
But still the3r're complaining of dark sombre skies, 

And the drip of the rain drops, how drear ! 
But what can to me be the darkest of days 

When my heart is so lightsome the while ? 
I feel not the cold, and I see not the raiD, 

For you gave me this morning a smile — 

A smile, yes, you gare me this morning a smile. 

What, Summer sun shining, and flowers so bright P 

Oh, I cannot tell how that may be ! 
The shadows, I fancy, look dismal as night, 

And a cold blast comes over the sea. 
What a beautiful day for rowing ? say you ? 

No, no, no ! I should shiver with cold ; 
No sun beams for me, though perhaps it is true 

That for you it bathes all things in gold. 
But what can to me be the brightest of days. 

When the sun of my heart has gone down ? 
I see not the sunshine, I smell not the flowers, 

For you gave me this morning a frown— 

A frown, yes, you gave me this morning a frown. 



THE VOICES OF THE BELLS. 41 

Oh, life is but short in this valley of tears, 

Let us help, then, each other along. 
Though trouble it might be to soothe other's cares, 

Yet we turn wail to blithest of song ; 
It costs us but little to say a kind word. 

When the heart is near breaking with pain ; 
That heart surely never such sweet music heard, 

And such music's ne'er given in vain ; 
Then speak ye all kindly, 'twill ease each one's toil, 

Oh, away with harsh language, I pray, 
Give soft cheerful greeting, and bright sunny smile. 

They will help us along on life's way — 

Life's way, they will help us along on life's way. 



%ls^ ^mt% of % §HIs* 



Joyously pealing o'er moorland and fell. 
Solemnly stealing through dingle and dell, 
Filling with music the sweet-scented air. 
Calling His people to mingle in prayer ? 
" Hasten, oh, hasten," the bells seem to say, 
" Follow us, follow us hither and pray ! 
Sweet rest is given thee all on this day. 

Rejoice ! oh, rejoice ! 
Lay ye aside the dread battle of life, 
Cease from its struggles and smother all strife ; 
Ye with whom sorrow and weeping are rife. 

List to our voice ! " 
List to the bells, to each heart let them speak 
Of Him who came down sin's fetters to break ; 
"Will ye refuse, then, due homage to pay 
To Him who hath said, ** Rest, rest, on this day ?" 
\ 
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Merrily pealing o'er moorland and fell, 
Joyously stealing through dingle and dell, 
Telling the people this bright Summer-tide, 
Welcome their lord with his bonnie fair bride. 
" Hasten, oh, hasten," the bells seem to say, 
" Wave high the banners and loud music play. 
Greet her who comes to his castle this day 

From childhood's dear home. 
That she is welcome, oh, now let her see, 
Let thy shouts reach her o'er meadow and lea, 
Let this her greeting from thousand tongues be — 

* We're glad thou art come ! 
We'll cherish and love thee, maiden so fair. 
Thy servants to thee fidelity swear ; 
All hail to thee, bride of our well-beloved lord. 
Thy joys shall be ours, our law be thy word ! ' " 

Franticly pealing o'er moorland and fell, 
Merrily stealing through dingle and dell. 
Joyously telling the folks this Spring mom, 
" An heir, an heir to yon castle is born ! " 
Shout in your gladness and broach the strong ale, 
Kindle the fires to light mountain and vale, 
Fire the big gun, let the welcome news sail 

The villages o'er. 
Oh, mother and babe, full many a prayer 
Angels from us to their Master will bear. 
That He will see fit the treasure to spare 

From heaven's bright shore ! 
Oh, dark is the night, and late is the hour. 
What meaneth the light from yonder lone tow'r ? 
Who walks that chamber in anguish so wild ? 
He who is mourning his wife and their child. 

Solemnly pealing o'er moorland and fell. 
Mournfully stealing through dingle and dell ; 
Sobbing and sighing like catching of breath, 
Telling us all of the Angel of Death, 



PICTUHES IN THE FIEE. 43 



Who came when the stars were shrouding their light, 
Stole on the dark sombre clouds of the night, 
Bore mother and babe to heaven so bright, 

And left him alone. 
Alone with his grief, alone with his tears, 
Ere hardly had died the villagers* cheers. 
Whilst their sounds still rung in his maddened ears 

Their dear cause was gone. 
Oh, hark at the bells as they sadly toll, 
'Tis the last, last knell for departed soul, 
And the saddest tale that thy music tells, 
Ye solemn and sad, but beautiful bells. 



I AM sitting by the fireside. 

And my heart is sad to-night. 
As my fancy traces pictures 

In those caverns full of light. 
Now methinks I see a cottage, 

With clematis covered o^er. 
And the roses hang in clusters 

High above the cottage door. 
Hark ! a thrush is singing gaily 

Tn a cage that hangs outside. 
And the bees are humming, humming. 

In the heat of Summer-tide ! 

The low casement's thrown wide open, 

And a maiden sitting there 
Seems to revel in the beauty 

That surrounds her everywhere — 
In the beauty of the flowers. 

In their fragrance sweet and strong, 
^ 
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In the hummmg bees' low murmur, 
And the thrush's joyous song. 

Low she sings, " Oh, God was gracious 
When He made the world so bright ! " 

And I see her sweet eyes glisten 
In those cayems fall of light. 

; But the fire is dying, dying, 

] And the coals are growing dark — 

Like a sable pall they're hanging 

Over just one tiny spark ; 
And my heait is almost breaking 

As I peer into the gloom. 
For my yirid fancy pictures 

Just the outline of that room — 
The room we saw in Summer, 

WThen the roses blossomed fair, 
And the casement stood wide open. 

With a fairv maiden there. 



i >^ow the flowers all are withered. 

Whilst the thrush has ceased his song, 
And a weary woman murmurs, 

" Why, oh, Ufe, art thou so long ? 
I have loved your Summer dearly, 

But your Winter is so drear, 
I would slumber with the flowers — 

Oh, I cannot linger here I 
When the lilies were in blossom. 

We two wandered side by side. 
But he left me for another, 

Whom to-day he makes his bride ! " 

" Hark ! I hear the joy-bells ringings 
Bells I thought would ring for me ; 

Oh, why mock me with your music ? 
Why peal forth so merrily ? 




PICTUEES IN THE FIRE. 45 

Know ye not he was my lover — 

Aye, my all, my very life ! 
"Will she worship as I worshipped, 

"When she owns the title icife ? 
But my heart shall bear its anguish. 

Its deep sorrow, all alone, 
"When we meet I'll give them welcome ; 

"Woman's pride shall make no moan." 

Now the coals are cracking, cracking, 

"With a sad and mournful sound, 
But the spark, like star is gleaming 

"With a sable sky around ; 
And my eyes are gazing, gazing, 

Far those cavemed depths within, 
'Till methinks I hear the music 

Of some grand and solemn hymn. 
Now a maiden lies before me, 

"With white lilies on her breast ; 
But her soul has ceased from troubling, 

And her spirit is at rest. 

See, the tiny spark has vanished. 

The coals have ceased to crack. 
And my fancy with a struggle 

To this world has wandered back. 
My eyes are dim with weeping, 

And my heart is full of woe, 
For until to-night lay sleeping 

Those sad thoughts of long ago. 
I try hard my grief to smother, 

But my memory runs wild, 
For I was that fair girl's mother, 

And she was my oiili/ child. 
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^l^-e fast mh tl^t '§xtuvA. 

On the shore one Summer ev'ning, 

Long ago, so long ago, 
In mine ear you whispered something 

Soft and low — yes, soft and low ; 
And that something was a yearning 
For my love thine own returning. 
So its lesson quickly learning, 

Love I gave, true love I gave ; 
For I knew not then the sorrow 
That should cloud each future morrow ; 
That rest only could I borrow 

In the grave — yes, in the grave. 

On my lips one autumn ev'ning 

Fell a kiss — a farewell kiss : 
Thus for me in sorrow ended 

Life's sweet bliss, its sweetest bliss. 
Oh, no doubt that they were clever, 
Who had managed thus to sever 
Hearts that vowed to love for ever 

On that eve, that Summer eve. 
False and base were they who started 
Tale that I was fickle-hearted ; 
But they gained their aim : we parted. 

You believed, and still believe. 

At my feet one Winter's ev'ning 
Lay a crown, a bridal crown : 
One who loved me fondly, truly, 

Laid it down there, laid it down. 
So I picked it up and placed it 
On a brow that ne'er disgraced it, 
Though temptations strong have faced it. 
I was true — yes, I was true. 



I HAVE ONCE MORE TOUCHED YOUR HAND, LOVE. 47 

For mine honour I have striven, 
From my soul your image driven. 
But my heart to you is given. 
Still to you, for aye to you. 



J Imbt ana moxt ^avit^i^lin gcwr 

I HAVE once more touched your hand, love, 

And I gazed within your eyes 
'Till I saw their blue depths glisten 

"With a love that never dies. 
They may tell me what they please, love ; 

But I know your heart is true, 
And that still Tm dear as ever 

I once used to be to you. 

Oh, my heart thrilled to your touch, love — 

I could almost hear it beat, , 

As I listened to the music 

Of your voice, so soft and sweet. 
Though our words were few and simple, 

Meant but for the world to hear, 
It still failed to read the language 

Of the eyes so true and dear. 

It was but the slightest touch, love, 

As our fingers met half way. 
And my years of anguish vanished 

As the storm clouds of a day, 

\ 



48 I HAVE ONCE MORE TOUCHED YOUR HAND, LOVE, 

I forgot that we were parted, 

I forgot my weary pain ; 
For my hand touched yours, my darling, 

I was with you once again. 

But as clouds will chase the sun, love, 

"When the rain clouds fill the air. 
So there came our mute good bye, love. 

And I left you standing there. 
"With your noble brow uncovered. 

As you bowed me from your sight. 
You reminded me, my daxling, 

Of our parting on that night. 

"When the snow lay on the ground, love, 

"Whilst the bells chimed loud and clear, 
And we heard folks greet each other 

"With a happy glad new year. 
The words but crowned our sorrow, love, 

"Whilst the white snow formed joy's pall, 
And in your blue eyes gazing, love. 

Oh, to-day I saw it all ! 

'Tis true that we are parted, love, 

To the end of time on earth, 
And methought perchance that mem'ry 

To your last love-glance gave birth. 
Thus I read its tender language — 

** I am, Miron, thine still true ; 
And believe me, oh, my darling, 

That my heart beats but for you^ 
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)i0fo g0tt ^oMh ViuH |0fo g0tt Sjeft me, 

I MIND how you found me 

On life's sunny morning, 
In love's chains you bound me, 

Without sign of warning. 
Low you pleaded at my feet, 
'Till my heart went forth to meet, 
Promise of that love so sweet, 

Which you gave me. 
All things sung in loudest voice, 

" Let your heart rejoice, rejoice, 
You have made a happy choice ; " 

Naught could save me. 
Life's sun shone above me 

In its fullest power. 
And your vow to love me 

Was its sweetest flower. 



Time went onward, flowing. 

Light heart grew still lighter, 
Passion's jfire was glowing. 

Making each day brighter. 
Like the music of the spheres. 
Was your dear voice to mine ears. 
Breathing naught of woe or tears ; 

Its accents sweet 
Whispered not of grief or pain. 
Told me not my love was vp,in. 
Told me not you strove to gain 

But pleasure fleet : 
Told me not your fashion. 

Woman's fond heart winning, 
BUghting. In your passion. 

Oh, so deeply sinning ! 



E 



y\} ttoir YOU Fouim and how you left me. 

Quickly came £rst warning 

Of my bright joy dying, 
Clouds obscured its morning, 

"Winds around it sighing. 
For your tones, so warm of old, 
Cooler grew, and yet more cold. 
Till the truth shewed plain and bold, 

You tired of me. 
Then you left me. Not a thought 
Of the soul with anguish fraught ; 
Then my love to you was naught. 

No more would be. 
You, oh, man, to win me, 

Fondly swore to cherish. 
Killed the heart within me. 

Left the soul to perish. 

Know ye not that sorrow 

Lines the road I'm treading, 
That my heart each morrow 

With its grief is dreading. 
How I long and hope that fast 
Death its robe will o'er me cast. 
Bringing me sweet peace at last. 

Though in the grave. 
But should e'er your heart repine 

For the blight it cast o'er mine ; 
Should it seek another shrine. 

Oh, that soul save I 
Hearts are made for loving, 

Not Ibr wilful breaking ; 
Mine that adage proving. 

Yours that truth forsaking. 



WHY DOST THOU TWINE LOVE's OAKLAND? 51 



Why didst thou twine love's garland 

Around my girlish brow ? 
Life's bonnie bright-hued roses, 

Where is their beauty now ? 
Thou tookest care in wreathing 

To hide their thorns from me ; 
'Twas but the leaves, blush tinted. 

My eyes were meant to see. 

The garland pressed so lightly, 

I could not feel a thorn, 
So wore it blithely, gladly. 

On Hfe's fair, happy mom. 
Thy kisses and caresses ' 

Were more to me than life, 
I saw in them no vision 

Of coming care and strife. 

They pictured forth no morrow 

So dark, so dim, so drear. 
That it would be a mercy 

Could life be ended here ; 
They spoke but of love's pleasures, 

A pathway strewed with flow'rs. 
Where hand in hand we'd wander 

Through all life's sunny hours. 

What wonder with love's garland 

I let thee deck my brow ; * 
I saw then but its roses, 

I feel its sharp thorns now ; 
For cruel time in fleeting 

The blossoms gave to thee — 
Their fragrance too — so leaving 

Naught but their thorns for me. 
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52 loye's grate. 

They say that for another 

Thou weaVst afresh love's crown, 
For her be it untarnished 

By fate's unhappy frown. 
So to my aching bosom 

Will that some comfort give, 
If she can make thee happy 

It minds not how I live. 



Summer blooms are sleeping, 

The birds have flown away, 
Autumn winds are wailing 

Across the heaving bay — 
Wailing, wailing, wailing, 

And these the words they say, 
** Love, like Summer's beauty. 

Has passed away, away, 

Has passed away." 

Summer roses blossomed. 

And birds sung on the tree, 
When you whispered something 

So sweet, so sweet to me — 
Something, something, something 

Which made life's troubled sea 
Such happiness reflect, 

As never more can be, 

No more can be. 

Yows are all forgotten, 
And promises you made 

Flitted like the sunshine. 
Turned sunny life to shade. 



HAPPY DREA3I, WHY FLIEST THOU? 53 



Weeping, weeping, weeping, 
My love-dreams I have laid, 

Witli my hopes, for ever, 

In the grave which you made, 
The grave yoa made. 



Happy dream, blessed dream, 

Whence camest thou ? 
Bringing scene, fairy scene, 

All vanished now. 
Sweet scene of love, scene of bliss, 
Clasping hands, and warm, fond kiss. 
Words of love so long since flown. 
Strains to me the sweetest known, 
Happy dream, why fliest thou ? 

Happy dream, blessed dream, 

Pouring sweet balm ; 
Dear the hour that thy pow'r 

Bringeth such calm. 
With thy coming care all fled. 
On thy wings my dear one sped ; 
Listing to his voice once more 
Life was happy as of yore. 
Happy dream, why fliest thou ? 

Happy dream, blessed dream. 

Guardian of night ; 
To my breast bringing rest. 

As angels might. 
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Wake to all its bitter woe. 
To its teats' _: ' , i.j-n 
Waie to iii-t; /..V -iiiirir ^v«, 
WTieTein now no love-ii^ht lies. 
Hipp;- dieun, why fliest thon ? 

Happy dream, blessed dream, 

Mehed iu air, 
■Wilt morn's li-!it taking flight, 

WlyartBofeir 
Aa to make the radiant sun, 
Hated ere hia reign's began, 
Hated for the sake of thee, 
Who before his "beams must flee. 
Happy dream, why fliest thou ? 

Happy dream, blessed dream, 

Bpeak to hig heart ; 
Tell him how with that vow, 

I'll >,fL-er imrt. 
Tell him to the end of time. 
He is mine and on/y mine ; 
Xiaa hia brow, sweet dream, for me, 
Tell him all I'm telling thee. 
Happy dteam, fly to him now. 



(<rrrr.r-r i*Tn xrr^m " 
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" %dl m^ not" 

Tell me not that lie is faithless, 

He who holds each thought of mine ; 
He whose eVry word and action 

In my soul has found its shrine. 
Faithless, oh, could time e'er smother 

Love once wont to beam so bright ; 
Could my darling give another, 

Smile and kiss my life's sole light ! 
"No, my fond heart whispers, " Never," 

Though his kiss warms not thy brow, 
Though hard fate has bid thee sever, 

As of old, thou*rt dear e'en now. 

Tell me not that he's forgotten 

Days and hours of long ago ; 
That his heart no more remembers 

Love vows whispered soft and low ! 
That he tells the selfsame story 

To another's list'ning ear ; 
That his eyes beam forth love's glory 

As they used when I was near ! 
No, my fond heart whispers, " Never," 

Days may come and days decline. 
Though hard fate has bid thee sever, 

Still his love is only thine. 

Tell me not like night's stars fading 

'Neath the sunny beams of day, 
All the love for me he cherished 

In the past has died away ; 
That no more through mem'ry stealing 

Comes a vision of one night, 
When we heard the sweet bells pealing. 

And the world lay robed in white ! 



^^^^ TO KEGGIE. 



^o» my fond heart whispers, " Never" 
• With that mem'ry will he part, 

I Thoujrh hard fate has bid thee sever, 

I Still thou reignest in his heart. 

Tell me not he hangs enchanted 

On another's ev*ry word ; 
That to him her voice is music, 

{Sweeter than he ever heard ; 
That his lips her own caressing, 

Leave their fondest imprint there ; 
That she is his life's one blessing, 

In love's tones she hears him swear ! 
No, my fond heart whispers, ** Never," 

Thou to him art life and breath, 
Though hard fate has bid thee sever. 

He will love thee unto death. 



So bitterly weeping, I wakened this morning. 

For dream-fays had carried my spirit away- 
Had taken me back to our love's happy dawning. 

Then torn us apart at the breaking of day. 
I stretched forth my arms, from my downy nest crying, 

" Oh, dream-fays, return, bring my Reggie to me ! " 
But vain my entreaty, and, wearily sighing, 

I turned on my pillow, love, mourning for thee. 

I took my way forth, without caring or knowing 

Where fancy-led footsteps my sorrow might bear ; 
Dark rain clouds hung o'er me and chill winds were blowing ; 

It seemed as though nature were doomed to despair. 
Longing, oh, longing, with passionate yearning. 

To join those who rested in peace 'neath the sea. 
On, onward I roamed with no thought of returning. 

When fanoy-led footsteps, love, bore me to thee. 



TO REGGIE. 57 



I heard thy voice ringing, I saw thine eyes beaming, 

And sorrow died out of my heart's inmost core ; 
For me flowers bloomed and the sunlight was gleaming, 

As sweetly and brightly as ever of yore. 
I ceased to remember the wintry winds stealing 

All freshness and beauty from meadow and lea ; 
I heard but thy voice the old, old love revealing — 

Thy voice, not the words, which it uttered to me. 

I knew not the words j but I caught at their meaning ; 

They breathed of thy pleasure, they spoke in my praise ; 
Oh, can'st thou then wonder life's sunshine was gleaming. 

And flooding my heart as in long-ago days ! 
I took my way home, and still heard the wind howling. 

Still saw the white billows that toss'd on the sea ; 
But what though all nature was frowning and scowling, 

/cared not, because thou had'st spoken to me. 

Oh, Reggie, my darling, thou'rt dearer than ever, 

As weeks follow days, and as years onward fleet ; 
Though fate, cruel fate, has thus bidden us sever, 

I know we grow dearer each time that we meet ; 
And though, as this morning, despair will steal o'er me, 

And cause me to envy those sleeping 'neath sea ; 
I think of the days that are lying before me. 

Days in which might be thou'lt whisper to me. 

Thou'lt whisper of sorrow, thine own heart o'eroasting, 

At seeing my brow overshadowed with care. 
At knowing the mem'ry of love vows was blasting 

The life thou had'st promised to guard and to share. 
Ah, Reggie, my Reggie, that day will yet brighten, 

When all these sweet words shall be whispered by thee ; 
But thinliing them now all my sorrow they lighten, 

Resign me to wait 'till thou breath'st them to me. 
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** THOTJ WILT RETtJEN." 



AND MY HEART WHISPERS. 

The winds are shrieking loud, Robere, 

The sea is running high, 
And dark each stormy cloud, Robere, 

That-TOfe4%.thwart the sky ; 
And my heart with woe is throbbing, 

As I listen to the roar. 
To the moaning and the sobbing 

Of the waves upon the shore. 

Hark ! there now again they're shrieking, 

Like some human being speaking 
In sorrow-laden murmurings to me — 

" To thy heart we would be telling, 

In our heaving and our swelling. 
How Robere never more will come to thee." 

The Summer breezes blow, Robere, 
And calm lies ocean's breast. 

The little wavelets flow, Robere, 
la perfect tranquil rest ; 

And my heart with hope is beating, 
As I pace the silv'ry sand. 

And watch the white sails fleeting 
Fast towards some distant strand : 
"Watch with anxious, longing yearning, 
For one white-sailed vessel's turning 

To its home — ^to the harbour here by me. 
For the wavelets, gently speaking. 
Here amidst the pebbles breaking. 

Whisper low, " He is coming back to thee." 

The sun is gleaming bright, Robere, 

The birds above me sing. 
The breezes in their flight, Robere, 

The joyous tidings bring ; 
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And my heart is full of gladness, 

On this happy Summer's day, 
Thou art near me, and all sadness 

"With this thought has passed away. 

The green leaves sing, ** He is coming," 

And I hear it in the humming 
Of ev'ry busy flower-ranging bee : 

Nature's beauties join in ringing 

The sweet tidings they are bringing, 
" He is coming, Robere's coming, May, to thee." 



W^t gnir fast 

Has the time passed so swiftly for you, my love. 

That so wearily dragged for me ; 
To you were the Summer-bom blossoms as sweet. 

And as joyously hummed the bee ? 
Did lark sing as blythe in the azure-hued sky. 

Did corn-crake as merrily call. 
As in long-ago days when you, love, and I 

"With laughter re-echoed them all ? — 

Aye, lovers re-echoed them all. 

Did the waves, with a song as of old, dear love. 

Rush mirthfully in on the sand. 
And the white-winged vessels as gracefully glide 

On their way to a distant land ? 
Did voices of children as happily ring 

As they did in the olden time ? 
Did they fail in their joy to carry a sting 

To that heart you had sworn was mine ?-r 

Aye, remember, love, stcorn was mine. 
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Did Sim shine as brightly as ever, my love, 

Make golden each leaf on the tree ; 
Or wrap in such glory this beautiful world, 

As when you used watch it with me ? 
Did moon, high above, wear such radiant guise. 

Did silver stars seem to rejoice. 
As when they to you showed the love in mine eyes — 

Love breathed in each tone of my voice ? — 

Aye, breathed in each tone of my voice. 

Say, has nature to you spoken thus, my love. 

In the flight of the last three years. 
That you speak of them now as so swiftly passed. 

And as though they had borne no cares ? 
Ah, if so, she is false with her smiling face. 

Not to me has she whispered so ; 
But in bitterest sorrow with time kept pace, 

"With a ceaseless wailing of woe — 

Aye, a ceaseless wailing of woe. 

There (for me) was no mirth in her songs, dear love. 

And in vain did the mavis trill ; 
Whilst scentless the breezes swept over the sea, 

0*er valley and flower-clad hill. 
For me was no splendour in sun's brightest ray, 

No beauty in moon's softest beam, 
And the light of the fair stars melted away 

"With the death of my life's one dream — 

Aye, the death of my lifers one dream. 

Thus for me have those wearisome years, dear love. 

Dragged along in their lonesome flight ; 
And the time that should count as life's morning tide. 

Flitted by as its darkest night ; 
And though now you are pressing my hand once more, 

And your dear voice sounds in mine ear, 
Nor pressure nor voice, love, can ever restore 

That time but to memory dear — 

Aye, only to memory dear. 
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But the voice and the pressure are welcome, love, 

As the dew to the heat-parched ground, 
Though but friendship is meant by the earnest clasp. 

And the same in your words resound. 
But enough, *tis enough, oh, my darling, now^ 

I ask not, I wish not for more ; 
No lover's fond kiss and no passionate vow 

Could the dead past ever restore — 

Aye, the dead past ever restore. 



I DEEAMED that I Wandered beside the broad ocean, 

Beholding the roll of the incoming tide. 
And listing the while, with the deepest emotion. 

To words that were whispered by one at my side ; 
Dear words I hear now with the musical jingle 

Of foam-covered wavelets that toss on the sea. 
Their voices for aye in my heart will commingle 

With that in the world which is dearest to me. 

I dreamed that I paced the green banks of a river, 

The sunbeams were playing its bosom above ; 
I saw the white hawthorn boughs tremble and quiver, 

I heard but the tones of a passionate love — 
Tones which are repeated each day in the flowing 

Of smooth gliding waters o'er pebble- strewed bed, 
And white hawthorn minds me of sweetest of wooing, 

Its fragrance repeating the words that were said. 

I dreamed that I stood in a snow-covered meadow. 
Above me there glittered night's first radiant star, 

When swiftly, its brightness and beauty to shadow, 
Dark stormy clouds hastened the heavens to bar. 



62 THE MESSAGE AND ITS ANSWER. 

I heaxd a dear voice whisper softly and sadly, 

" We loved in earth's sunshine, we part in its shade ; 

Go ! Go ! Might be others will greet thee as gladly, 
' Till like mine their lives one long curse thou hast made." 

I wakened to find that the hot tears were streaming 

O'er white downy pillow and anguish-flushed cheek ; 
I wakened to know, though I'd only been dreaming, 

Our parting was true, and my heart like to break. 
Oh, Ronald, believe me 't'was jealousy weaving 

Around us, my darling, its treacherous chain ; 
Then break through its links and my words be believing, 

" I'm thine ! " oh, return to thy Miron again ! 



i 



%^t "^muQt Euir its ^miatx. 

"Waves, joyous waves of the bonnie bright sea. 

Linger a moment, and listen to me ; 

Waves, you have borne him away to the West, 

Bear him a message from her he loves best : 

Say that she tarries here waiting for him, 

Till eyes he called bright with tear mists grow dim, 

Till sadly she cries, in passionate pain, 

" Be true, and return to Moma again." 

Waves, joyous waves of the wonderful deep. 
Haste to the shores where the heavy dews weep, 
Waking the scent in the wild myrtle bow'rs. 
Hanging with brilliants its beautiful flow'rs : 
There doth he rest, and he dreams of me there, 
He'll hear the loved words your bospm doth bear. 
He'll fancy my lips are pressed to his brow, 
Go, whisper my message, whisper it note. 
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Waves of the ocean, your light spray you fling, 
Its musical fall sweet words seem to sing ; 
Are they from him T love best, and to me ? 
Tell me, oh, beautiful spray of the sea ! 
You fall at my feet, in showers you break, 
This is the answer he bade you to take — 
" Tell darling Moma my love is as true, 
As that, ocean waves, she sends me by you." 



^tkbth fox ^Kh of ®lhm %xmt. 

Once more in the old sweet spot, my love. 

Once more in the little room. 
The shadows of eve are deepening, love. 

And the corners bathed in gloom : 
But there the familiar arm-chair stands. 

Your papers the table strew, 
"Whilst your pen awaits your busy hands, 

But, my darling, where are you f 

I know you are somewhere near me, love, 

By a subtle feeling rare ; 
Your presence hovers around me, love. 

And your dear voice fills the air ; 
But I cannot see for blinding tears, 

And I cannot hear for sighs. 
Bom of a thought of those bygone years. 

Of a love that never dies. 

That ne'er will die in wy heart, my love. 
Though in t/ours it could not live. 

For the slanderous words, my own dear love, 
That a cruel word could give : 



i,bi.oat:p roK sakk or olpkx time. 



pnt not ono whisper have I for 5'ou, 
One word that could bmitJie of blame ; 

Thoiurh darkest clouds oVr my life you threw, 
J lovo-^'^ ^«'^ y*^^ ^® ^^®' 

I Bit in the old arm-chair, my love, 

Mv head on its rail I rest, 
'Till fancy pictures that head, dear love, 

As lying upon your breast ; 
And passionate loving kiss I leave 

\rhcre I know your arm will lie : 
Could this chair but speak, perhaps you'd grieve 

XChcn. you come here by and by. 

I clasp your pen in my fingers, love, 

And your ^ear name fondly trace. 
But I cannot see the paper, love, 

For sight of your darling face. 
There, now 'tis done ! you will see it here 

When you come to read and write ; 
May it fail to tell the anguish, dear, 

That has battled here to-night. 

Good-bye ! Farewell to our sanctum, love ; 

Farewell to the little room ; 
You'll want it, and I must hasten, love, 

Away in the night's dull gloom — 
Away in the booming angry din 

Of the mighty ocean's roar — 
The ocean that chants, like funeral hymn, 

" He loves thee no more ! no more ! " 
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[on gnu list ^hmt of ^morg. 

YoTJ fan the flame of memory, 

Each time your eyes I see, 
And bring back thoughts of joys we lived, 

That never more can be. 
I walk again beside you, love. 

As oft in days of yore ; 
We're pacing hand in hand again 

Along the sea-girt shore : 
I hear the waves come booming in, 

But, mingled with their voice, 
I hear the tones whose accents sweet 

Bid heart and soul rejoice. 

You fan the flame of memory 

Each time I hear you speak ; 
"When e'er your dear loved voice rings out. 

My heart feels like to break. 
For, oh ! those accents strong and clear 

Are meant for all but me — 
Are meant for those within whose hearts 

No thought of you can be ; 
Whilst I, for whom one word from you 

Would ease each pain and smart, 
Might hunger for that word in vain — 

In vain might break »ny heart ! 

You fan the flame of memory. 

And vanished joys recall. 
As oftentimes upon mine ear 

Your well-known footsteps fall. 
I cannot but remember then 

That music sweet of yore — 
The swiftly-falling footsteps which 

Will sound for me no more. 



66 ONLY A KISS. 



But, darling, I must now refrain, 
And bid these memories cease : 

They cannot bring you back again, 
Or bring me rest and peace. 



©ttig a ^t«S. 



'TwAS only a kiss, my darling ; 

Yes, only a passing kiss ; 
And my dream of girlhood vanished 

In a dream of woman's bliss : 
The caress to you was nothing, 

But, oh, 'twas the world to me, 
For I took the kiss in earnest. 

And \hQfim I could not see. 

*Twas only a kiss, my darling, 

That lighted upon my brow ; 
A kiss that custom encouraged, 

Beneath the mistletoe bough ; 
But love dreams, my heart had flooded, 

For many an anxious day. 
And that kiss dispelled the shadows 

Yet lingering o'er Love's way. 

'Twa« only a kiss, my darling, 

But my soul thrilled to its touch, 
And made you its one sole idol. 

To be ever loved as such ; 
Whilst you had been but indulging 

The mirth of a careless boy, 
A mirth that was dearly purchased 

At the cost of a whole life's joy. 
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'Twas only a kiss, my darling, 

But it still rests on my heart. 
And has pow'r to set it throbbing. 

And to make the tear-drops start 
At sight of the shining holly. 

Of mistletoe berries white, 
At sound of the fun that blasted 

A woman's whole life one night. 

'Twas only a kiss, my darling, 

Just fancy a passing kiss. 
And the dreams of girlhood vanished 

In a dream of woman's bliss : 
Whilst you — you were only laughing, 

And now my folly I see. 
For under the waxen berries 

You've kisses for all btit me. 



"When the shades of night are falling. 

And the stars peep one by one. 
When the lark is sweetly calling, 

Farewell to the setting sun ; 
Yearningly I watch and listen. 

With my heart so full of pain, 
Tears upon mine eyelids glisten, 

As I softly breathe thy name : 
For the bright stars glittered o'er us, 

And the sweet birds used to sing, 
When Life's future laid before us, 

Fair as garden in the Spring. 
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68 GOD BLESS THE BRIDE. 

"When the sun in Eastern glory 

Kises to salute the day, 
Echoes come of dear old story, 

Told to me that gladsome May ; 
When you, *neath the hawthorn hlossom, 

Swore me Love's undying flame, 
These the thoughts that fill my bosom, 

As I softly breathe thy name : 
For the bright sun glittered o'er us, 

And the sweet birds used to sing, 
"WTren Life's future laid before us, 

Fair as garden in the Spring. 

When the dueen of night is sailing 

In her beauty o'er the sea, 
Ocean's voice like notes of wailing. 

Bitter wailing, comes to me : 
For those notes when we were parting. 

To my anguished spirit came, 
K"ow they cause these tear-drops starting^ 

As I softly breathe thy name : 
For the midnight dueen rode o'er us, 

Hoarsely did the billows chime, 
When Life's future laid before us. 

Cold and drear as winter time. 



^0^ hk%n il^t iri&je* 

God bless the bride, the bonnie bride, 
To-day her new sweet life is born ; 

Ring out, glad bells, a welcome loud. 
Gild ye, oh, sun, her bridal morn : 
God bless the bride ! 



TO ROBBIE, ON NEW YEAR's EVE. 69 

God bless the bride, the bonnie bride, 

IVho on this day begins the life 
That's all so strange a thing to her, 

That gives her the blest title Wife : 
Grod bless the bride ! 

God bless the bride, the bonnie bride, 

"Who takes the solemn, holy vow, 
That she will love (what e'er betide) 

Through life the one who claims her now : 
God bless the bride ! 

God bless the bride, the bonnie bride, 

Help her that vow in truth to keep, 
Watch over her in days to come. 

Let not her guardian spirit sleep : 
God bless the bride ! 

God bless the bride, the bonnie bride. 

Be long or short her future years. 
Oh, may they pass like angels' dreams, 

"Without a thought of sighs or tears : 
God bless the bride ! 

God bless the bride, the bonnie bride. 

And when at last she sinks to rest. 
Oh, may she find a welcome place 

For ever on our Father's breast : 
God bless the bride ! 



Robbie, my dearest, to-night, to-night. 

The bells are ringing, the snow lies white. 

Just as they rung, and it laid before. 

When we said good bye outside the door. v 



70 THE VOICE OF THE BROOK. 

Little I thought, that never again 
Kisses of love on my hrow would rain 
From lips, oh, Rohhie, so dear to me : 
What parted us, love ? What could it be 't 

A word from this one, a word from that, 
A little gossip, a little chat. 
And the love died out, the love of years, 
Drowned in a flood of jealous tears. 

Robbie, my darling, return, return, 

'Tis New Year's Eve, and my heart doth yearn 

To feel again that exquisite bliss — 

It ever felt in your lightest kiss. 

Take me, oh, love, to your heart once more. 
Think of the years that have passed us o'er. 
Years that my fond love has never moved, 
Years that my constancy must have proved, 

Robbie, again like a fair young bride. 
The earth is bedecked this even-tide. 
The bells chime out ** In unity live ;" 
Let us join their song, forgive, forgive. 

I'm thine, my darling, I'm thine for aye ; 
My love, oh, Robbie, will never sway : 
If thine for me, dear, is dead, is dead. 
With it the light of my life has fled. 



Sing on, thou bonnie brooklet, 
Beneath the ancient trees ; 

I love to hear thy music. 
Borne on the Summer breeze. 
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And I can almost fancy 

That, mingling with thy tone, 
I hear the voice of Ruby, 

My beautiful, my own. 

Thy banks wo used to wander 

One little year ago, 
Alas ! to think that never 

Again can it be so. 

No sound of Love's sweet music 

WiU ever reach her ear ; 
Thy ripple, little brooklet, 

She never more will hear. 

Whilst speaking of my sorrow, 

Oh, bonnie brook, to thee. 
It seems thy voice is bearing 

Sweet sympathy to me. 

As on the sward I'm lying, 

I watch thy wavelets move, 
And hear the ripple, ripple, 

That Ruby used to love. 

Oft here on Summer evenings 

My darling used to say, 
" Thou'lt think of me, dear Ronald, 

When I am far away. 

For often in the gloaming 

I know thou'lt wander, dear, 
And in the brook's low murmur, 

My accents seem to hear.'* 

I knew not then her meaning, 

And fancy if she knew 
That one short year in fleeting 

Would make her words come true. 
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Oh, Ruby, blessed angel, 
Look down this night and see 

I roam beside the brooklet 
"With heart so full of thee ! 

I cannot bear my sorrow, 

But to the waters tell. 
How here last Summer, dearest, 

We took our last farewell. 

Tall grasses wave above thee, 
Sweet flowers deck the sod, 

Beneath which they have laid thee. 
And left thee to thy God. 

Thou hearest, little brooklet. 
My Ruby through thy voice 

Is bidding me take comfort, 
In her joy to rejoice. 

And so sweet resignation 
Shall take the place of grief, 

I in thy murm'ring waters 
"Will ever seek relief. 

I know thy ripple, ripple. 

Thy joyous, happy tone, 
"Will speak to me of Ruby, 

My beautiful, my own. 

Then sing, sing on, sweet brooklet, 
Beneath the ancient trees, 

I love to hear thy music. 
Borne on the Summer breeze. 



TO THE WOiniTAIX BTRKAM. 



Oh, little mountnin streamlet 1 

Now, standing by thy side, 
I watoh tliy tiny wavelets 

Flow on t« join tte tide. 
And lon|5 that all my sorrows 

I might confide to thee, 
And thou, upon thy "bosom, 

"Would'Et btir ^hem to the sea : 
■\VouId'st hear ttem to the sea, stream ; 

"Would'st bury ache and smart, 
Take cv'ry {p-ief away, stream. 

And fill with joy my heart, 

I'd tell to thee the story 

Of how, long years ago. 
That heart f rem height of rapture 

Was cast to depth of woo : 
Of how the oue who whiapeced 

The old, old tale to me, 
Has left me here in sorrow, 

■With non« to hoar hat thee : 
With none fo hear but thee, stream. 

The story of my grief ; 
Oh ! bear it far away, stream. 

And give my heart relief. 

I'd tell thee of the gladness 

With which I heard eaot vow ; 
I'd tell thee of the kisses 

Fast showered on my brow ; 
I'd epeuk of eyes whose love-light 

Was all tie world to me— 
Of eyes -wherein those glances 

I never more shall see : 
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I never more shall see, stream, 

Till spirits soar above, 
And mine might meet the owner 

Of all my earthly love. 

Oh ! little mountain streamlet. 

Would thou could' st hear my pray'r ! 
And all my weary sorrows, 

Upon thy wavelets bear ; 
Then cast them off for ever 

Beneath the deep blue sea, 
So peace and hope and pleasure 

Might once more come to me : 
Might once more come to me, stream, 

"With freedom from all woe, 
Forgetf ulness of love, stream. 

That died so long ago ! 



All on earth is bound to perish. 
Nature's fairest gems decay. 

We might strive in vain to cherish, 
All save love, will pass away. 

Vain to try Us clinging flower 
From our bleeding hearts remove, 

All our lives, but shew the power 
Of the mighty master-love. 

Yoiceless things will cause a yearning. 
Which true love can only know, 

When its eyes at ev'ry turning 
See some sight ol long ago. 



GOOD NIGHT, MY OWN. 75 

It might be a flowing river, 

On whose banks he used to pace, 
'JSTeath the bright sun seems to quiver 

Like a dear familiar face. 

Or perhaps, like well-known finger, 

*Tis the branch of some old tree 
Points out where they oft would linger, 

In the days that used to be. 

Or perchance a little floweret. 

Growing 'neath the tall hedge side. 
Simply like the one he gave her, 

When he prayed her be his bride. 

But the stream will cease its flowing. 

Forest trees will all decay, 
Flowerets too will cease their blowing, 

E'er true love will pass away. 



Good night, my own, a long good night, 

This kiss upon thy brow 
Thou can'st not feel, nor see the grief 

That fills my fond heart now. 

Good night, my own, a long good night, 

The words are hard to say ; 
Oh, Death, how could'st thou part us two, 

How steal my love away ? 

Good night, my own, a long good night, 

I know where thou art gone 
There is no darkness : that the sun 

Is ever shining on. 



76 THINKING. 



Good night, my own, a long good night, 

I feel without alloy 
Is now the life, I would have died 

To brighten with one joy. 

Good night, my own, a long good night, 

Be not my pray'r in vain, 
That we might meet beside the Throne, 

And never part again. 



1 AM thinking of you, darling. 
Thinking with such fond regret, 

Of the days we spent together. 
Days 1 never can forget. 

I am thinking of you, darling, 

As I roam beside the sea, 
And wondering, my darling, 

If you ever think of me, 

I am thinking how I loved you 

In those days so long ago. 
And I often wonder, dearest. 
What has chanced to part us so. 

I am thinking if some other 
Takes my place within your heart, 

And so hears the self-same whisper — 
" Naught but death us two shall part." 

I am thinking of the future, 

All so pitiful to me, 
As contrasted with the future, 
We had pictured it should be. 



PORGIVE ME. 77 



I am thinkiiig — oh ! my darling — 
Of that home so fair and bright ; 

Our sweet home which once you painted 
As a vision of delight. 

I am thinking of its fireside, 

And I see an empty chair ; 
Oh, my love, how could you leave me ? 

It is more than I can bear. 

I am thinking of life's evening. 
And am wishing it were nigh. 

For I cannot live without you, 
But can only long to die. 



^oxQxbt mt. 



FoEGiVE me, if one word of mine 
Has pained that loving heart of thine. 
That heart I covet as a shrine : 
Forgive me. 



■O' 



Forgive me, if in thoughtlessness 
I seemed to love one moment less, 
Or spoke with seeming carelessness : 
Forgive me. 

Forgive me, if with hardened face 
I vowed thine image to displace, 
That in mine heart thou hads't no place : 
Forgive me. 

Forgive me, if in scornful tone 
I whispered that my love had flown. 
Thy thrall I would no longer own : 
Forgive me. 

\ 
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Forgive me, that I tore apart 
Life's deepest joys, and heart from heart. 
Thou knowest that I shared the smart : 
Forgive me. 

Forgive me, love, and hear me now, 
As low before thy feet I bow, 
And breathe again each earnest vow : 
Forgive me. 

Forgive me, by the memory dear 
Of that swift flying love-lit year. 
When heart sighed not, eye knew no tear 
Forgive me. 

Forgive me, and by yon bright sea 
I swear thine own true love to be, 
To live for thee, and only thee. 
If thou wilt but forgive me. 



%fs I. %. 

Oh, love, thy presence hovers round me ever, 

In Nature's song I hear alone thy voice, 
Thy face beams forth on me from all her beauties. 

And bids my well-nigh hopeless soul rejoice. 
It seems to me such overwhelming sorrow. 

As we two parting ne'er to meet again. 
Must bid the sun the whole earth cease to gladden, 

Nor shine on such infinity of pain. 
And could the birds give forth their joyous carols, 

The blossoms load the air with fragrant breath. 
If you and I were doomed to walk asunder. 

If life had naught to give save living death ? 



on! GIVE ME THE OLD SWEET SMILE, LOVE. 79 



No, no, ten thousand noes ; so on Life's ocean 

I drift along (full wearily, 'tis true), 
But still thy presence hovers round me, darling. 

Thy dear eyes shine in ev'ry star I view. 
And as the rushing breezes float above me. 

Bowing the lissom branches of each tree, 
They shout aloud, ** Move on thy way in patience, 

He loves thee yet, he loveth otily thee. 
Though foes might glory in their seeming triumph, 

It can but last them such a little while. 
That tliou canst well afford to bide life's turning. 

And on their venom to bestow a smile." 
Thus whisper Heaven's "winds to me, my darling. 

So wonder not their music is so sweet, 
Nor that in very ecstasy of pleasure. 

Each op'ning blossom do my senses greet. 
For, oh, we two have welcomed them together. 

Have listened to the music, plucked the bloom, 
Hearing no whisper of a life-long sadness, 

Seeing no vision of a life-long gloom; 
So though Fate bids us wait Life's crowning glory, 

For us Love's sun "will never, never set ; 
I know it, listening to Nature's story, 

*' Miron, he loveth thee, thee only yet." 



®\\ 6ibie mt \\t 0lir ^iatti ^m\t, S^&^- 

Oh, give me the old sweet smile, love, 

I ask for it but once more, 
To shew that thine heart forgives me 

For sake of the days of yore. 

\ 
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The smile once ever thine own, love, 
I'm lookmg in vain for now ; 

There's nanght but a cloud of sorrow 
E'er shading thji manly brow. 

Dark looms the future for me, love, 
But that I alone can bear, 

Tf knowing thy life is brighter. 
Thy pathway is free from care. 

To know that life's roses bloom, love, 
With thorns safe hidden for thee. 

Is all that I ask, my darling. 
To make life fairer to me. 

Then give me the old sweet smile, love, 
I plead for it but once more. 

To shew that thine heart forgives me. 
For sake of the days of yore. 



Buy my flowers, gentle lady, 

Plucked this morn at break of day, 
"Where the heavy dew-drops sparkle 

In the meadows far away. 
I've a mother who is starving. 

Father he has long been dead ; 
I've a little sister crying 

For the want of daily bread. 
Buy my flowers, help me, lady, 

Just to get a little bread. 
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I am eight years old, sweet lady, 

And am very tall and strong, 
So I try to help dear mother 

Day by day to get along. 
She is stitching, stitching, stitching, 

Winter drear and Summer bright, 
But she's growing weaker, weaker. 

And has almost lost her sight. 
Buy my flowers, gently lady. 

Help me get some bread to-night. 

I was out this morning, lady. 

Ere the world began to wake. 
And beyond the dreary city 

Watched the rosy dawning break. 
Then the violet and primrose 

By their scent betrayed their bed. 
So I plucked them, for their blossoms 

Are to us our daily bread. 
So pray buy them, gentle lady. 

Help me thus to get some bread. 

God will bless you, gentle lady, 

For the help you give the poor. 
What to you would seem a trifle 

Tides for us starvation o'er. 
We are hungry, cold, and weary. 

But He watches o'er us all, J 
So He sent you here, sweet lady. 

Thus to hear my piteous call. 
Buy my flowers. Thank you, lady. 

This is bread — you've bought them all. 
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I HAVE loTed you dearly, truly, 

As I cannot love again ! 
I have loved you with a feeling 

That was almost one of pain ; 
What matters you are faithless 

To those vows you made of yore ! 
Mine was I^ove, but yours was Fancy, 

Which has died for evermore, 
Whilst my Love lives on for ever ; 
Forever, evermore. 

Oh ! the time is passing, passing, 

And the sun as brightly shines. 
As in days when we two wandered 

'Neath the dark and sombre pines. 
With their music moaning, wailing. 

Like the ocean's ceaseless roar, 
Where I dreamt of Love, you Fancy 

Which has died for evermore ! 

Whilst my Love lives on for ever, 

For ever, evermore. 

Oh ! the roses still are blooming, 

As we two have watched them bloom, 
But to me they're simply emblems 

Of Love's mournful early tomb ! 
They are scentless, worthless blossoms. 

Yes, their day for me is o'er. 
For they speak of that sweet Fancy 

That is dead for evermore, 
Whilst my Love live's on for ever. 
For ever, evermore. 
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The birds are singing, singing, 

The brook runs brawling on ; 
The golden sunbeams glitter. 

But for me their beauty's gone. 
Yes, all Nature seems in mourning 

For the Fancy that she bore, 
For your Fancy which has perished, 

"Whilst my Love lives evermore, 
Yes, my Love will live for ever, 
For every evermore. 



I ciN see you now, my darling. 

As so oft in bygone time ; 
Such a winning little creature, 

"Whom I fondly titled mine. 
I can see you where that evening, 

1 had hoped that you would wait, 
"Where the moonbeams kissed you, darling, 

Just outside the cottage gate. 

"Where they wrapped you in their glory. 

And you looked so white and cold, 
"Where they turned to waves of silver 

Hair that sun would turn to gold. 
Like an angel come from heaven, 

Did you seem to me that night, 
"Where the moonbeams kissed you, darling, 

"With their lips so pure and white. i 

'. I can see a rapid river, 

'Neath the grand and ancient trees ; 
I can hear your sweet voice ringing, 
On the cool and fragrant breeze ; 
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I can see the small boat gliding, 

'Neath the forest arches dim, 
Where the moonbeams kissed yon, darling, 

Chanting low the eVning hymn. 

Hark that sonnd ! — Oh, God of Mercy ! 

The boat ! — where is she gone ? 
Aye, ask the useless question. 

Of the eddies swift and strong. 
That bore yon, oh, my treasure. 

To the blossom-covered shore ; 
Where the moonbeams kissed you, darling, 

To your rest for evermore ! 



The morning was tranquil, the sun shone on high, 
The flow'r-scented breezes came up from the west. 

The lark sung his song to the azure-hued sky, 
All beautiful Nature lay basking at rest. 

" Oh, thus," pondered T, " was my life in its morn. 
As bright as the sunshine, as blithe as the lark ; 

Ere mid-day is reached I am weeping, forlorn ; 
The pathway before me looks dark— oh, so dark ! " 

Hot tears dimmed mine eyes, and I saw not the scene 
That round me the shortest of half-hours had spread ; 

The flashing of lightning dispersed my sad dream. 
The pealing of thunder broke over my head. 

I looked and beheld all tranquillity gone. 

Sweet Nature seemed trembling with passion and wrath. 
The fair flowers quivered, the birdies had flown. 

Whilst green leaves and branches encumbered the path. 
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" Oh, this," murmured I, " is a view of my life ; 

The flashing of lightaiing, the thunder's deep roll, 
But speak of the anguish, the sorrow, the strife, 

That battle for mastery over my soul." 

^ow Nature is weeping ; soft showers of rain 
Are deluging mountains and valleys below, 

As if she regretted her passion such pain 
Should cause the sweet flowers and birdies to know. 

Oh, could but life's storms be thus quenched by its tears, 
I still might look forward to happier days ! 

There might lie before me long moments and years, 
Oh, shall they reflect but grief's dark sombre rays ? 

Hark ! Birdie, thy trill seems to answer me now. 

The thunder is hushed, and the lightning has fled ; 
Sweet Nature is wearing a smile on her brow. 

Reviving the flow'rs from her frown almost dead. 

Oh, may it be so with this future of mine ; 

May happiness come to o'erbalance the grief ; 
May years as they pass dim that image of thine^ 

So bringing me peace, be it ever so brief ! 



What ails thee, oh, maid ! is the last parting over, 
And has the last love kiss been pressed on thy brow ? 

Hast received the last pressure from arms of thy lover, 
And, oh ! has that lover discarded thee now ? 

Nay, why should' st thou weep? Hath all woman's pride 
vanished? 

What ! weep for a recreant traitor, I trow ? 
Nay, let him soon see that lus image is banished, 

That love's sweets without him for thee can still flow. 
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Why speak of dark clouds thy future o'ercasting, 
Thou'rt young, and long years lie before thee, I ween : 

Oh, why should the frowns of one lover be blasting, 
A life but for him would so joyous have been ? 

Cheer, cheer thee, and smile on as brightly as ever, 
Dark clouds in yon sky silver lining can boast ; 

Oh, think not that youth can from Cupid thus sever, 
Thou'lt quickly replace the false love thou hast lost. 

What sayest thou now ? 'twas no/crwcy fast fleeting 
That made it a home in thy fond, tender breast, 

But love, true and constant, that hoped in its greeting 
To meet heart as true in its haven to rest. 

Ha ! Ha ! I am sure thou canst only be chaffing ; 

To think that real truth in a lover thou'lt find 
Is enough to make any one quiver with laughing ! 

Go forth in the world — thou wilt soon change thy mind. 

Like bees sip their honey from every flower, 
So men from the many cull fullest of bliss ; 

Oh, maiden, thou yet hast to learn the great power 
Of love's only weapons, a smile and a kiss. 

Thou yet hast to learn that when man swears to cherish, 
He sees but the smile that illumines thine eyes. 

He feels but the kiss, save for which love would perish ; 
A frown, a harsh word, and the fickle god dies. 

What matters to him that thy fond heart is breaking ? 

What matters to him that grief ladens thy years ? 
What matters to him thou'rt mourning, forsaken ? 

His life is undimmed by thy fast falling tears. 

Then grie]^ot, oh, maiden, nor talk of the sorrow 
That life in the future is storing for thee ; 

Bring pride to thine aid, let no coming to-morrow 
One sign of the tear-bedewed sleepless eyes see. 



Let the world see thy smiles and hear thy voice ringing 
With laughter and joy in the circles of mirth ; 

True hearts might break whilst their owners are singing 
Oft gay faces hide breaking hearts on this earth. 



©tttsih % m^ urn §m. 

"When stars begin to peep, "Winnie, 

And nightingales sing loud, 
And the moon looks coyly, darling. 

Through white and fleecy cloud ; 
When the noisy wheel is resting, 

And water's rush is o'er. 
Oh, meet me then, my sweet Winnie, 

Outside the old mill door — 
The dear mill door, the quaint mill door, 

Outside the old mill door. 

I love the old spot well, Winnie, 

'Tis fairest of the fair, 
For I remember how, dearest, 

I met my fate just there : 
'Twas on a Summer's evening, 

Returning from the moor, 
That I saw a maiden resting 

Outside the old mill door — 
The dear mill door, the quaint mill door. 

Outside the old mill door. 

The moonbeams formed a crown, Winnie, 

Above the golden head ; 
It was some little time, Winnie, 

Before my awe had fled. 
For I thought some pure, fair angel 

Had come from yonder shore. 
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To grace that spot of earth, Winnie, 

Outside the old mill door — 
The dear mill door, the quaint mill door, 

Outside the old mill door. 

But, oh, it was thyself, Winnie, 

The moonbeams wrapped in light ; 
Thou wert the fate I met, sweetest, 

Upon that Summer's night : 
That fate is to he sealed, Winnie, 

Ere many days are o'er, 
Then meet me at our tryst, darling. 

Outside the old miU door — 
The dear mill door, the quaint mill door, 

Outside the old mill door. 



Oh, you ask me if I love him, 

The author of my woe ; 
I place my hand upon my heart. 

And truly answer, No ! 
No, no, no, I do not love him, 

The word is far too cool ; 
It is worship, wildest worship, 

This stormy heart doth rule. 

Oh, you ask me if I love him : 

What is that sweet sense Love, 
But a feeling soft and tranquil 

As blessing from above P 
No, no, no, I do not know it ; 

My heart beats wild and fierce. 
But one word from his lips falling 

My very soul doth pierce. 
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Oh, yow ask me if I love Um ; 

I only say I prize 
Above a prince' ranaoining 

One glance from his dear eyes : 
Bnt it is not often given, 

His love has passed away — 
That sweet love for me once tnniing 

Life's night to brightest day. 

Ob, you ask me if I love him ; 

I can but tell yon this — 
That to t«uoh his hand one instant 

To me is sweetest bliss ; 
And yet all love's ties are broken, 

To him remains not one. 
But I worship at a distance 

Ab Hindoo wotBhipB sun. 

Oh, you ask me if I love him ; 

Again I answer, No, 
For love's stream too oft is stagnant. 

Or gently dotli it flow ; 
Whilst my heart doth bound and quiver 

Like wave upon the sea, 
Or like fiercest mountain torrent 

That rolleth proud and free. 

Oh, yon ask me if I love him ; 

I only answer you 
By saying that my -worahip than 

Cold love is far more true ; 
For he vowed he loved me dearly — 

/was his life's sole light — 
Bat that feeble flame has perished, 

'Whilst mine burns still more bright. 
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Oh, you ask me if I love him ; 

My final answer be, 
Than the world, its joys and pleasures, 

He's dearer far to me ; 
That ys presence is my sunshine. 

My life, my very breath : 
No, I love him not, but worship — 

Shall worship him till death. 



Oh, days of dreary sorrowing, can it be true that thou 

Art passed into eternity ? No more can vex me now ? 

That sun again is glistening, and flowers bloom for me ? 

Oh, years of pain and sorrowing, can, can it really be ? 

It seems well-nigh impossible that I am looking back, 

To moms that rose and eves that set on Sorrow's dreary track : 

It seems well-nigh impossible that ever tear or sigh 

Should move the heart, so happy now, or dim the sparkling eye. 

'Tis true that Life's fair Summer-time — Its morning tide, is 

passed ; 
But what care I so Autumn's glow brings happiness at last ? 
And love I thought was vanishing (that love for which I 

yearned) 
Is mine now in reality ; my darling has returned : 
I know it by the tender smile that quivers on his brow. 
The eyes that meeting mine, repeat each half -forgotten vow. 
The hand which clasping mine renews the loving clasp of yore. 
And bids my heart rejoice, for his shall never wander more. 
Oh, years so sad, so pitiful, thou cans't not live again ; 
For harshest words from other lips can never give me pain. 
E'en now in fancy lovingly he gazes in mine eyes. 
And murmurs, " In Love's unity we gain Life's greatest 

prize. 
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And it is ours, oh, Miron, love, think not of vanished years, 
When daylight rose upon our sighs, and set upon our tears : 
Remember, blooms of Summer-time but herald Autumn's store, 
The blooms in fading leave the fruit. Earth's glory to restore. 
And thus it was with us, Miron, when Summer-time was ours, 
"We strove to keep its joys for aye and gamer up its flow'rs ; 
But Nature knew her labour, love, and took the flow'rs away, 
Our hearts refusing foolishly her mandates to obey ; 
We cast the glowing fruit aside, we yearned but for the bloom. 
And so we made those vanished years, of love and joy the tomb. 
But Nature was too merciful to keep us in the track 
Of Summer's faded glories, so to Autumn called us back ; 
And now we take with gratitude the fruit instead of flow'rs, 
We yearn not for the shadow since the substance^ love, is ours." 
Thus vanished years, does fancy paint my lover's words to me. 
So wonder not, I say farewell to memories of thee ; 
And look me through the vistas of the future (though so dim), 
For me teem bright and glorious with happy thoughts of him : 
And so, years, thy memory died 'neath Love's 'passioned 

kiss, 
Which falling on my lips last night restored life's sweetest 

bliss. 



\U l^^t ^\^^ ^ax%z\z)x mz ? 

Oh, love of my life, say, why hast thou departed ? 

And going, why bearest my love in thy keep ? 
Aye, why hast thou left me alone, broken-hearted, 

To mourn for thine absence, in sorrow to weep ? 
Dost fail to remember those sweet kisses given, 

As sealing our contract that fair Summer's night ; 
How vows were re-echoed by breezes from heaven, 

And stars threw upon us their soft mellow light ? 



\ 
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Can fancy e'er fail in that picture restoring 

The far-stretching sands, and the silvery tide, 
The song of the sailors, their gallant bark mooring, 

That song which I answered with you by my side ? 
You kissed me then, Ronald, and swore that life's ocean 

Should e'er be as peaceful and joyous for me^ 
But ere that eve ended, in wildest commotion 

The storm fiends were fighting far out on the sea. 

The thunder was rolling, the lightning was flashing, 

The heavy clouds flew on the wings of the blast. 
High o'er the rocks the wild billows were dashing, 

A desolate picture indeed was that last. 
The bark that had lain like a child in its slumber 

Had vanished for ever from ocean's fair breast, 
Whilst the singers were doomed to add to the number 

Of those who 'neath ocean were taking their rest. 

Oh, how could I view in that scene a portrayal 

Of what to my soul the dread future would bring ? 
Oh, how could I fancy from you a betrayal 

Of love that had caused life with music to ring ? 
Say, how could I see in that wild storm a warning 

Of what my whole life in the future should be ? 
How, how could I tell that the calm of its morning 

Was soon to be wrecked, to be blighted by thee ? 

Oh, love of my life, say why hast thou forsaken ? — 

Aye, why hast thou left me to sorrow alone ? 
Why, why ev'ry joy from my life hast thou taken ? 

Give back but one tithe of its blessings, mine own. 
Oh, give me one smile ; from its radiance I'd borrow 

A gleam of that bliss that was ours, love, of yore ! 
One glance from thy dear eyes wiU eale haif my sorrow- 

One smile, Ronald, darling, I ask for no more ! 



Blithely through the meadows skipping, 

Gaily through the green lanes tripping, 
We are happy, oh, so happy, we are happy, ISTell and I ; 

Though our life is wild and roving, 

Yet our hearts are warm and loving. 
And our sorrow, only sorrow, is that Summer e'er should fly. 

We for riches are not craving. 

With the green leaves o'er us waving ; 
We ne'er envy, no, ne'er envy, monarch on his gilded throne : 

Sun and moon above us beaming. 

On the streamlet dancing, gleaming. 
These the pictures, only pictures, that bedeck the gipsy's home. 

We but laugh at Summer showers. 

For they bright our friends, the flowers ; 
We've no dresses, silken dresses, for their cooling drops to spoil ; 

So we make the hedge our shelter. 

Laughing at the helter-skelter 
Of the children, Fashion's children, who so fear their gauds 
to soil. 

With sweet sounds the woods are ringing. 
Birdie, bee, and streamlet singing ; 
That's our music, sweetest music, Nature's bright inspiring 
band; 
And to us the boon is given 
By our Father straight from heaven, 
Sent for us, and meant for us, poor outcasts of this beauteous 
land. 
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Drear for us when leaves are falling, 

And the birds are farewell calling ; 
Then we feel, we sadly feel, that joys for us are nearly o'er ; 

We must leave our haunts so pretty 

For the dull, unkindly city, 
For the harshness, cruel harshness, that is shown by poor to, 
poor. 

\\\xt 'tis time when green leaves perish 

All those feelings sad to cherish ; 
LotN bo hnppv, gay and happy, whilst the precious moments fly ! 

\M \is not indulge in sorrow 

Till thert» comes that dark to-morrow, 
Whou Wi^ uttdly — oh, so sadly, watch the lovely Summer die ! 



Recall those words, recall them, 

I cannot bear the pain ; — 
What — Part this day, my darling. 

And never meet again ! 
This hand-clasp loose for ever. 

Call thee no more my own I 
'Tis from all joy to sever, 

Life's song turn into moan : 
I cannot, oh, I cannot. 

Those words then, love, recall ; 
Thou'rt life and light and sunshine — 

I cannot part with all ! 
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Recall those words, recall them, 

Bring to thy mem'ry now 
How passionate thy pleadings 

And fervent ev'ry vow ; 
How hard thy task to vanquish 

My eVry fear and sigh, 
Until I gave thee worship 

That cannot, cannot die. 
For thee alone, my darling, 

My ev'ry pulse doth heat. 
Oh, quench not then the music, 

That's made this life so sweet ! 

Recall those words, recall them, 

What, can'st thou say that this 
Is love's last fleeting moment. 

Is love's last farewell kiss ! 
Thou can'st not mean it, darling. 

Oh, surely, surely not ; 
Thou can'st not be so cruel 

As thus to blast my lot ! 
See, love, I kneel before thee, 

With thee I have no pride. 
Recall those words, recall them. 

And linger by my side 1 

Recall those words, recall them. 

Or life no more can be 
A thing of joy and beauty, 

A blessing bright to me ! 
The sun will lose his glory. 

The flowers cease to blow. 
The stars no more will glisten 

For her who loves thee so : 
The song of birds so joyous 

Will turn to dreary moan. 
If in mine ears they warble 

When I am all alone I 
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Becall those words, recall them, 

I'm thine and only thine, 
I swear no other image 

This fond heart e'er shall shrine. 
Thou tanghtest it the language 

Of love, and hope, and joy. 
Thou could'st not mean, my darling, 

But with my heart to toy ! 
No, no, 'twould he too cruel, 

Strength *rayed against the weak, 
Man's pow'r was never given 

Erail woman's heart to hreak ! 

Eecall those words, recall them. 

Oh, let me he once more 
As dear as I am certain 

I was in days of yore ! 
Let foes not come hetween us, 

List not to slander's voice, 
'Tis false that in another 

My heart could e'er rejoice ! 
Thou art its only idol. 

Its life, its very breath, 
And will he till 'tis lying 

In cold and voiceless death ! 



The Summer days are come, Eeggie, 
And the sun is shining hright. 

The hees are on the hum, Eeggie, 
And the blossoms fair to sight : 
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The mayis sings in the forest trees, 

And the lark in the azure sky, 
The dove's low coo is borne on the breeze, 

As it floats in its fragrance by. 
But where is the voice, whose music sweet 

Far outriyalled the wild bird's song ? 
Where is the voice that was wont to greet 

His dear one these woodlands among ? 
In vain she waits its sounds, Reggie, 

They'll fall on her ear no more ; 
Still wild music abounds, Reggie, 

But music for her is o'er. 

The gorse blooms on the lea, Reggie, 

The lily floats on the lake ; 
Roses redden the tree, Reggie, 

The tree you loved for her sake ; 
The newly-mown hay its sweets unfold 

As 'tis tossed in the loaded wain ; 
The green flelds fast are turning to gold, 

With the rich ripe glow of the grain. 
The barley waves, and the tall wheat bends^ 

And so merrily sings the rye. 
To blushing poppy and other friends, 

As the breezes rush swiftly by. 
She hears fair Nature's voice, Reggie, 

But its sweetest sounds have flown ; 
1^0 more can heart rejoice, Reggie, 

At song that is turned to moan. 

The boats lie in the bay, Reggie, 

And smooth are the waters bright ; 
But your boat's far away, Reggie, 

Though it should be there to-night : 
The wavelets dance on her dazzled view, 

And she fancies they murmur low 
The same sweet whispers she heard from you 

In those ev'nings so long ago. 
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The stars look down on the sad, sad scene, 

And list to the passionate cry, 
" Come back, once more, oh, my life's fair dream, 

Come back— oh, come back, or I die ! " 
The -wavelets still run on, Reggie, 

Run on, but now whisper low, 
** He*s faithless " — Hope is gone, Reggie, 

And she cannot answer, " JVb." 



My soul doth answer thee, oh, love unspoken, 

The language of mine eyes I cannot stay ; 
Thou know'st I'm thine by ev'ry voiceless token, 

But honour, barren honour, holds its sway. 
I cannot, may not, tell thee how I love thee, 

I may not hold thy little hands in mine, 
And swear by yonder stars that glint above thee 

That I am wholly and entirely thine. 

I see the love-light in thy grey orbs glisten, 

I hear the tender quiver in each tone ; 
And oh, my darling, as I look and listen, 

I'm tempted sore to claim what is mine own. 
I swear I had no single thought of sinning, 

When first we met beside yon sounding sea, 
I had no dream thy priceless love of winning — 

That love which now is all the world to me. 

The punishment is heavy, oh, my treasure, 
My heart might break, and there is none to care. 

But that thou lovest filleth up the measure 
Of my regret, my bitterest despair. 
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I go from hence at early dawn to-morrow, 
I go, and leave behind me light and life ; 

Oh, may thy soul reject love's first great sorrow. 
When thou shalt hear I go to join mrj tvife, 

No whispered word has passed between us ever, 

Which all the world might not have listened to ; 
No hint of what 'twould cost us both to sever, 

No vow that each be to the other true ; 
But still the language which we could not smother 

Hath cried aloud, my darling, in our eyes. 
And made us feel that bom for one another 

Is such a love as never, never dies. 

Thou knewest not to-night when we were parting. 

That in this world we never more might meet ; 
I could not watch the heavy tear-drops starting. 

Nor bear a tremble in that voice so sweet. 
Passion in my heart was loudly crying,' 

And coward self I could not, dared not trust, 
One tear of thine, one fancy thou wert sighing, 

And claim thee for mine own I felt I must. 

Ah, midnight musings, cease, and no more wander 

To that sweet face I may not see again ; 
Why, heart, to-night thy richest fancies squander 

On thoughts that give such weariness of pain ? 
I know she loves me, for her eyes have spoken, 

And I niust go and leave her to the strife ; 
No matter, 'tis but two fond hearts are broken. 

Honour is saved, T go to join my wife. 
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Kiss me, Mmnie ; kiss me, darling ; 

Yet once more, and we must part : 
Tide is rising, I must go, love. 

One more kiss before I start : 
Oh, be true ! remember, Minnie, 

Tbou art more than life to me. 
Let thy thoughts with mine commingle, 

Though I'm far away at sea. 

Kiss me, Minnie ; kiss me, darling ; 

With thy dear head on my breast. 
Hear me swear no other woman's 

On this spot shall ever rest : 
By yon moon so brightly gleaming, 

I am thine, and only thine ; 
Let thy heart hold but one image. 

And that image, love, be mine. 

Kiss me, Minnie ; kiss me, darling ; 

We might never meet again ; 
Sailors' lives are not the safest. 

Yet thou hast not loved in vain : 
Let this thought to thee be given. 

Should I find a wat'ry grave, 
Thou hast led my soul to Heaven, 

Though J lie beneath the wave. 

Kiss me, Minnie ; kiss me, darling ; 

Thou shalt be my guiding star, 
Guardian angel watching o'er me, 

Though I wander e'er so far : 
If the Ruler of yon billows 

Safely guides our gallant bark, 
I ^rill fly to thee, my darling, 

As the dove to shelt'ring ark. 



MY HEART IS SO HAPPY TO-DAY. xlOl 

Kiss me, Minnie ; kiss me, darling ; 

Something whispers to my heart, 
Cheer thee, Duncan ; cheer thee, Minnie ; 

Short the time that thou must part : 
Fate will never be so cruel. 

As destroy such love and bliss, 
So a short farewell, my darling, 

Give me just another kiss. 
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Oh, sing, birdie, sing your merriest lay, 
Soft southern breezes round yonder trees play ; 
Let Nature be blithe, be gayest of gay. 
My heart is so happy, so happy to-day ! 
Sing, Nature, sing, with merriment ring : 
My heart, my heart is so happy to-day ! 

Laugh in thy gladness, meandering rill. 

Echo the notes of the bonnie lark's trill ; 

Throw forth thy fragrance, sweet flow'rs on yon hill. 

Answer my heart's each wild bounding thrill ! 

Sing, Nature, sing, with merriment ring. 

Answer my heart's each wild bounding thrill I 

Roses, sweet roses, and lilies in bloom, 
Bid Nature cast away sorrow and gloom. 
Say that to-day there's for neither the room, 
For love lights my heart as sun lights the noon ! 
Sing, Nature, sing, with merriment ring, 
For love lights my heart as sun lights the noon ! 
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He is come, he is come — my sorrows are o'er — 
Life's sun beams brightly as ever of yore ! 
He says with his love hell never part more ; 
Joy fills my heart io its innermost core. 
Sing, Nature, sing, with merriment ring, 
Joy fills my heart to its innermost core ! 

But Nature may laugh or Nature may frown. 
Smiles deck her brow or in tears she might drown, 
Still will fair happiness life for me, crown ; 
The sun of my heart can never go down. 
Sing, Nature, sing, with merriment ring, 
The sun of my heart can never go down ! 



They haunt me ever. In the midnight hour 
I meet their glance in all its wonted pow'r ; 
Though darkness reigns, no star illumes the skies, 
Still through the dusky night beam starry eyes ; 
Dear eyes, whose depths reveal such worlds of love, 
As never more can shine, save from above. 
My darling, oh, my darling, can it be 
The glory of those eyes has died for me ? 

They haunt me ever. In the rosy dawn 

I meet their glance like that of startled fawn, 

"Wliose timid feet would bear it far away. 

Though for a kindly word it fain would stay : 

Oh, darling, though I loved, I loved thee so. 

My harsh voice frighted, filled thine heart with woe ! 

But I was jealous, madly jealous, wild. 

And would not heed thy pleading glances, child. 
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They haunt me ever. In the busy noon, 

When men work hardest at the world's vast loom ; 

No matter whether hand or brain must toil, 

Eyes full of love are watching me the while ; 

Love which I could not read— oh, jealous fool, 

To need such teaching in so stem a school ! — 

A school, where eyes grow dim and hushed is breath- 

A school, whose master's sombre name is Death, 

They haunt me ever. At sweet even-tide, 
"Wlien rest doth with the weary one abide. 
No rest is mine, naught fills mt/ heart but care ; 
For, oh, those eyes they haunt me everywhere. 
Full of reproach, of pain, of nameless fear — 
Oh, eyes that ne'er before were half so dear ! 
I know them, now they're sealed in last repose, 
I know them, now they'll never more unclose ! 

They haunt me ever as upon that day. 

Thou at my feet in writhing anguish lay : 

I hear thy voice, its tones vibrate anew, 

" Oh, Ronald, hear me, darling, I am true ! 

I cherish not one thought that's false to thee : 

Look at me, Ronald," — but I would not see ! 

Not see ! God ! that flood ; its crimson dyes 

Quick hushed thine heart and stilled the starry eyes. 

They haunt me ever and I know them now, 
They glance at me from 'neath an angel's brow — 
A brow that wears the same sweet gentle smile. 
Though not of earth, yet not more free from guile ; 
Oh, eyes so full of love, so true, so dear, 
"Watch o'er me yet whilst I must linger here, 
My punishment remains the time I live. 
Thou art avenged, oh, eyes, forgive ! forgive! 



\ 



104 WAITING. 



mmuQ. 

Wheee art thou, oh, my lover ? 

I'm waiting now for thee : 
The time has long heen over, 

Our meeting was to be. 

The sun was riding high, love, 
Yon ancient steeple o'er ; 

When hastening to comply, love, 
With wishes breathed before, 

I tore myself asunder. 
From other pressing ties, 

To gaze with love and wonder 
Into thy sunny eyes. 

But watch here I've been keeping, 

(It really is too bad) ; 
Till eyes are red with weeping. 

Till heart is sore and sad. 

The clock is loudly striking. 
From yonder lofty tow'r. 

Which tells, to my disliking, 
I've waited here an hour. 

The sun is slowly sinking, 
From out my wearied sight ; 

The little stars are blinking. 
That whisper of the night. 

But still T watch for thee, love, 
Why dost thou tarry yet ? 

It surely cannot be, love. 
Our meeting thou'lt forget ! 



My eyes from tears grow dimmer, 
My heart beats fast and loud ; 

The moonbeamB 'gin to glimmer 
Athwart yon distant oLoud. 

I hear the pitter patter 
Of rain-drops srft and slow, 

I Ions' — ^^^ that's no matter, 
'Tia late and I must go. 

Go, miss my love's careasing ; 

Go, miss his good night kiss ; 
Go, miss his murmured blesaing ! — 

Was ever pain like this P 

Hark ! footatepa are approaohmg, 
'Tis he, my love, my own ! 

TSo time tor harsh reproaching, 
Now he at last has come. 

In vain I should have soolded. 
He never would have heard, 

For in his arms enfolded 
Love smothers ev'ry word. 

The rain clouds cease to hover, 
The shining stars look straight 

Upon my handsome lover, 
Tor whom I've had to wait. 

But now has come our meeting, 
I hardly know that tine 

Had been so long in fleeting. 
Before it brought me mine. 

My love, whose bright eyes gKaten, 
Like those fair stars above. 

Whose dear lipa, as I list*n, 
Are breathing naught but love- 
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Oh, Love, Creation's master. 
Thou monarch of our fate, 

Next time pray bring him faster, 
'Tis hard to watch and wait. 
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Mock me no more, oh love's beguiling dream, 
Oh vision of life's morn so sweet, so sweet, 

Thou makest all my waking moments teem 
"With vast regrets that thou should'st ever fleet. 

Mock me no more with kisses soft and warm, 
Falling in showers on my upturned brow ; 

With strong, firm pressure of a manly arm, 
A pressure which is never given now. 

Mock me no more with glances from, those eyes. 
Those eyes which ne'er again will beam for me, 

Which are no longer mine, alone to prize. 
Will be no more this side eternity. 

Mock me no more with sounds of whispers low, 
From lips which seemed to frame alone love's word, 

Which swore I only could its accents know, 
But which another since that time has heard. 

Mock me no more with pictures of a night. 
When moon upon two faces looking down. 

Heard two warm hearts love's solemn promise plight, 
Saw kiss, love's happiness and rapture crown. 

Mock me no more with sound of footsteps swift, 
As though some one in haste approached me near ; 

Bring not the feeling that two strong arms lift 
And press me to a heart that holds me dear. 




Mock me no more, oh dreams, ye visions fair, 
That are but false — aye, false as he who swore 

To keep for me life's pathway free from care, 
Then left my side, returning never more. 



Can I not woo thee back, my love, 

For all I do or say. 
Once more restore those blissful dreams 

That seem so far away ? 
From out thine heart has mem'ry fled 

For those sweet days of yore. 
Or is it true thy love is dead, 

Dead, dead for evermore ? 

Does no old echo ever ring 

Within thine inmost soul, 
That music faint, though very sweet, 

Through its recesses roU ? 
A music like the old, old tune. 

To sound of kisses sweet. 
To scent of roses born in June, 

To dreams of joy too fleet ? 

Does there remain betwixt us now 

No common tie, no bond ; 
Does all life's sunshine lie far back, . 

Is naught but cloud beyond ; 
Are there no broken vows to bind, 

No promise to redeem. 
Words to recall that were unkind. 

Naught to restore love's di:eam ? 
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Oh, darling, is life's bitterness 

Alone my patli to greet, 
Is anguish all that now remains 

Of moments once so sweet P 
Must tears for ever dim mine eyes, 

Must sorrow crown my brow ? 
Is there no glance we used to prize 

To pass between us now ? 

After those years of blissful love, 

Unmarred by jealous fears. 
That time of cloudless happy joy. 

Doth naught remain but tears ? 
And must we walk our paths apart ? 

My darling, 'tis for thee 
To say if love hath left thine heart. 

And never more can be. 

If so, the sun will shine in vain. 

In vain will bloom the flow'rs. 
In vain the birds will carol loud, 

Throughout the Summer hours. 
I shall not see, I shall not hear. 

Their beauty will have fled. 
For that which made them all so dear 

Will count among the dead. 

Oh, I would woo thee back, mine own, 

Would pray on bended knee. 
Thou would' st not blast all future time 

So utterly for me. 
To feel thy kisses on my brow. 

To clasp thine hand I yearn ; 
Oh, listen to my pleadings now, 

Return, my love, return .' 
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" Myba, darling, list to me, 
Though our parting now must be, 
Sy yon gleaming star above. 
Thou may*st trust me, oh, my love ! 
Billows wild will roll between 
Life to be and what has been ; 
But like needle turns to pole. 
Will my heart to thee, its goal." 

Starlight, moonlight, once again, 
Woman sobbing in her pain, 
Heart that feels well-nigh to break. 
For his sake, her darling's sake. 
This her moan, her constant moan — 
** Johnny, I am all alone. 
Gazing on the deep blue sea. 
Thinking, darling, but of thee !" 

Starlight, moonlight, see once more ; 
Far away from England's shore. 
Dazzling, glorious to sight. 
Is the fair and tropic night ; 
Balconies, which are the rule, 
Keep us far as can be cool ; 
See one now where maiden sweet 
Rests with lover at her feet. 

'' Mona, darling, list to me, 
Short my sojourn here must be, 
But by yon bright star above, 
Thou hast been mine only love ; 
like the needle turns to pole, 
Doth my heart to thee, its goal ; 
I am thine, and only thine. 
Be thou mine, and only mine ! " 
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Starlight, moonlight, hrightly wave, 
O'er a hlossom-covered grave, 
Pause a moment, read the stone, 
" Myra," and that word alone : 
Far away, could' st thou but see, 
Little mound 'twould whisper thee — 
" Mona lies from friends apart, 
Johnny broke her loving heart." 

Johnny, Johnny, where art thou ? 
Moon and stars are beaming now ; 
O'er the hills comes fragrance sweet, 
Summer blooms lie at thy feet ; 
Slumber steals their sweets from thee- 
As I listen can it be. 
These the words I hear thee say, 
" I am thine for ever, May !" 

So it is, oh, man ! oh, man ! 
Past and future we may scan. 
But within it find no truth : 
Middle age, or tender youth, 
Man and man is all the same. 
Woman only is to blame. 
Women's hearts are only toj/s, 
Used for sport by men and boys. 



Good bye, mine own, hard fate at last 

Decrees that we must part ; 
That this shall be last answ'ring throb 

Of loving heart to heart ; 
That never, never, never more 

Shall lip to lip unfold 
The treasures of love's wealth, a wealth 

So far exceeding gold. 
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Our varied paths in life, my own, 

Lie sundered far and wide ; 
May yours be happy, gay, and bright, 

Whatever to me betide ! 
I know that' 'midst life's pains and cares 

Mine own must always lie ; 
Oh, darling, tnust I leave thee so ? 

Would, would that I could die I 

But no, no, no, 'tis not for me 

To hope the friendly grave 
Will at grief's call its portals ope, 

The weary heart to save ; 
Will take the burden to itself. 

Of anguish-stricken life ! 
Will hide from tear-dimmed eyes at call 

All sombre care and strife ! 

No, wakened conscience cries aloud, 

" Go onward, coward, go ; 
Life's sunshine has been thine till now, 

Now learn to meet its woe. 
Its burden might be hard at first, 

But go thou, take thy share ; 
Remember He who gave it thee 

Will give thee strength to bear." 

So taking now from thee, mine own. 

Thy dear, thy farewell kiss, 
I will go forth for ever, love. 

From realms of earthly bliss. 
The mem'ry of this last caress 

Shall give me strength and pow'r, 
And bravely 'neath its influence 

I'll live each shadowed hour. 

\ 
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When sinking heart can bear no more, 

1*11 close my weary eyes, 
And meet thy glances beaming forth 

From fancy's far-off skies. 
They shall restore my fainting sonl, 

light up life's flame anew, 
Thus showing to our kindly friends 

What woman^s love can do. 

Farewell, my darling, look not so, 

Hear me, I blame thee not ; 
'Tis fate alone that throws this blight 

Upon my earthly lot. 
Thou canst not help if slander cast 

Its taint breath on thy soul. 
Thou canst not with thy greatest pow'r 

The liar's tongue control. 

V 

If round thine heart they wind their toils, 

Pour poison in thine ear. 
Art thou to blame thou castest forth 

An image once so dear ? 
If slander casts a deathless slur 

Upon a woman's fame. 
What love for thee can be in her 

To blast with hers thy name. 

And oh, my love, my life, my own, 

I love thee far too well. 
To let one sland'rous breath come near 

Where honour should but dwell I 
And so I leave thee, but the time. 

That happy time, will come, 
When thou wilt learn to know my heart 

Was thine, and thine alone. 
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That since our first sweet vows were pledged, 

I never knew one thonght 
That was not horn of Ioto for thee, 

And with thy welfare fraught. 
Thou'lt learn to know that jealousy 

Had sworn to mar our bliss, 
Had sworn to part us as we part 

With just this fsurewell kiss. 



^jear, Ij^otig]^ ^nnxt. 

Good bye, darling, we are parting. 

Mournful is our farewell strain, 
Naught can check your tear-drops starting, 

Nor mine own, which fall like rain ; 
But, like sun through Summer shower. 

Gleams the thought our hearts to cheer. 
Memory will have the power, 

Though apart to keep us near. 

Trackless wastes our forms mi^ht sever. 

Or betwixt us oceans roll ; 
But our hopes will mingle ever. 

Soul will commune, love, with soul : 
Self-same stars will o'er us hover. 

And like eyes so bright and clear. 
Bear our glances to each other. 

Though apart, will keep us near. 

Summer winds our brows caressing, 

Forest warblers as they sing. 
Each will bear to us a blessing. 

Each to us loved whispers bring ; 
So, good bye, my heart's one treasure, 

We will part without a fear, 
Love that's ours in depthless measure. 

Though apart, will keep us near. 



\ 
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Is there no thought to take thee back, 

To days of joy and gladness, 
When sunshine gilded all life's track, 

Unmarked by clouds of sadness ; — 
When words of love, as soft and sweet 

As ringdove's gentle cooing, 
Were wont our raptured ears to greet, 

In days when we were wooing ? ' 

Is there no thought to float thy soul 

Far back through memory's ether. 
Or fancy's eye to read the scroll. 

Of joys we lived together ? 
Is there no echo of a voice 

Within thy heart recalling 
A love that made our souls rejoice. 

Our ev*ry sense enthralling ? 

Is there no thought that brings to mind 

Soft touches and caressings, 
Tones, oh, so loving, sweet, and kind, 

And breathing naught but blessings ; 
Rich blessings that were surely ours. 

Ere fate, in voice of thunder. 
Bid us relinquish those dear hours. 

And tore our loves asunder ? 

Is there no thought that sets thine heart 

With pain and sorrow throbbing. 
No echo of " For ever part," 

A woman's anguished sobbing ; 
A moon-lit night, an open space. 

The world in snow enshrouded. 
Large pleading eyes, a wan, wan face, 

A brow with sorrow clouded ? 
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Is there no thought to memory now 

Blithe happy music hringing, 
From ancient steeple's lofty brow, 

The Christmas joy-bells ringing ? 
** Peace, peace," they sung to all on earth, 

** Let joy crown eVry morrow ; 
We come to usher in the birth 

Of Him who'll bear thy sorrow." 

Is there no thought of how the bells 

Had failed His message giving. 
Is there no conscience sadly tells, 

Of words hard, unforgiving ? 
" Go, go," they were, " I hear them not, 

No peace is o'er me stealing ; 
Those sounds can never change our lot, 

'Tis but yon church-bells pealing." 

Is there no thought of woman's form, 

'Neath pain and anguish quailing, 
Of head low bowed as by a storm. 

And night air filled with wailing ; 
Of clasping hands of wild despair. 

Of 'twining arms unclinging, 
And all the time through snowy air, 

Of Christmas joy-bells ringing ? 

Is there no thought to take thee on, 

Throughout life's coming ages. 
To read the sadness and the song 

That's written in its pages ? 
But, no, may reading come too late, 

To thee this thought discloses. 
Nor give thee time to rail at Fate, 

For casting off life's roses. 
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|at J ho attir ha wot %dubt in. 

I BEUEYE in the simshiiie, believe in the show'rs, 
In the soft breezes laden with breath of the flow'rs ; 
In sweet birds singing loud in their gladness and glee, 
And the beauty that's marking each leaf on the tree : 
I believe in the glorious light and the shade, 
And believe for our pleasure and good they were made ; 
I believe in the use of the fruit-bearing sod, 
And believe from my soul in a bountiful God. 

I believe in the beautiful, bounding and free, 
In the billows and wavelets that toss on the sea, 
In their music when calmly they're kissing the shore. 
In their hoarse rage betrayed by deep thunderous roar : 
I believe in the lightning that gleams from the sky. 
Like a flashing that comes from a far-seeing Eye ; 
I believe in the stars as they> twinkle and nod. 
And believe they are placed by a bountiful God. 

I believe in sweet Nature, each beauty I see 
In not one single instance is lost upon me ; 
The blithe lark soaring high, to his mate singing loud, 
And the vision of splendour displayed by yon cloud ; 
Little children's loud laughter, that rings on the air. 
Makes me inly rejoice that their life is so fair ; 
Nature holds ^orth no sign of His chastening rod. 
For He loves us, not threatens j our merciful God. 

I believe in the soul that loves river and wood. 

For where others see bad that sees nothing but good ; 

And far more than the fbiest-toned praise in the land, 

I believe in a true, earnest grasp of the hand : 

I believe in the man, who, though loaded with care. 

Still will help a poor neighbour his burden to bear. 

Who can go through the world with a smile and a nod, 

A true portrait himself of a pitiftrl God. 
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I believe in the woman (no joys of her own), 
Who will listen with patience to petulant moan, 
Who will strive to point out where the fancied wrong lay. 
And thus turn life's dull night to most glorious day : 
I believe in that heart, which, with fervour and might, 
Will strive hard to kill wrong and to point out the right, 
Will speak but of the love, not the threatening rod, 
Of the One who is ever a merciful God. 

But I do not believe in a man who can feign 
Fervent friendship for people their favour to gain ; 
And I do not believe in the one I hear say, 
** I will tell you a secret, don't mention it, pray." 
Kor believe I one moment in slander some choose 
To indulge in of others, then title it news ; 
Oh, beware of such people, there, there lies a rod, 
Far, far sharper than used by our merciful God. 

I will never believe in the preacher who comes 
But to poke and to pry into poor people's homes. 
Where the babies are starving and hope's almost fled. 
And then leaves them a tract, but no morsel of bread ; 
Going home to his children on plenty to dine, 
With such thoughts as I'm hoping will never be mine : 
Oh, can that man believe in a chastening rod. 
That is held o'er his head by an aU-seeing God ? 

I shall never believe in foul envy and spite. 

That can paint all things wrong, be they ever so right ; 

That can see not a joy, but they wish it a grief. 

That would^ strive all they know to make happiness brief ; 

That would stop not at falsehood, though ever so dire. 

Could it only accomplish their evil desire ; 

That would make us through life in dull misery plod. 

Yet their owners pretend to believe in a God. 
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. Let them keep their belief, and I, too, will keep mine. 
But I know for whom earth's fairest beauties will shine. 
It is certain that never such falsehood-dimmed eyes 
Can see beauty in woodland, in streamlet, or skies, 
And so, losing such beauty, they lose from this life 
The sweet hope of all soothing for anguish and strife, 
Thus creating themselves an all powerful rod. 
And then calling it chastisement coming from God. 



I'll roam through the meadows this warm afternoon, 

The barley is waving, the lark in full tune ; 

He sings and he soars far up into the sky. 

But is not more joyous nor blither than I : 

Fair Nature's broad pages are open to me. 

And I revel to-day in each beauty I see. 

Ah ! here's a sweet valley, all shaded with trees. 

Where my hot cheek is kissed by the soft waving breeze. 

Where the butterfly floats on his aerial way. 

Where children's sweet voices are merry in play ; 

How happily time in this valley must fly, 

For who could give birth 'neath these trees to a. sigh ! 

I'll rest me awhile in this soft svlvan scene, 
Give play to my thoughts in some exquisite dream ; 
With leaves waving o'er me like sound of the sea, 
And those fair, joyous children in musical glee. 
There's nothing before me one sense to annoy : 
My dream shall be vision of love, hope, and joy. 
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Of love. Ah, well thought ! — there, through yon fairy grove, 

Advances a pair who know something of love, 

To judge by the droop of the fair maiden's eye — 

The voice of her friend though, is rather too high ; 

Ah ! what do I see, as I start to my feet ? — 

Alas, for the peace of my valley so sweet ! 

A blow from a man — no, a cowardly cur ; 

A blow from his hand, and 'tis levelled at her ; 

A blow which she answers with sorrowful tears, 

Low, pitiful sobbing, and shivering fears : 

A man ! did I say — ^thou'rt his libel and shame ; 

Thou stand'st in his form, and thou bearest the name. 

*But a man, a true man, never lifted his arm 

To offer weak woman a touch that would harm ; 

A man, a true man, would haste long weary miles 

To soothe woman's tears, light her eyes with sweet smiles ; 

A man is the noblest creation of God, 

Whilst thou and thy like are a curse to the sod. 

I know not the pow'r thou hast over her life — 
May be she is cursed by thy calling her wife ; 
But I know were her fate to be mine this fair day, 
I would leave thee for ever, and hasten away ; 
Aye, hasten to death, or whate'er might betide. 
Far rather than stay by thy cowardly side. 

E'en Nature herself strives thy form to enshroud, 
To hide thee from sight in yon swift rolling cloud, 
The sun veils his face in the might of his shame. 
At warming one instant thy dastardly frame ; 
Hushed, hushed is the voice of the children at play. 
And mist clouds have driven all beauty away. 
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Alas, for my dream in this valley so sweet ! 

Like the valley, 'twas fair, its beauties as fleet ; 

I^e'er shall I strive here its lost charms to regain, 

The air will be laden with sobbings of pain ; 

The rise of a cowardly arm I shall see, 

In each verdure-decked branch that waves from the tree. 



Wim'xt h)it| tat <§tiIL 

Go where I will, thou'rt with me still. 

Thy bright eyes on me beaming. 
By night, by day, where'er I stray, 

Of thee I'm ever dreaming : 
A simple flow'r hath still the pow'r 

To bring before my vision. 
That Summer-time when love's fair prime 

Made all Life's dreams elisian. 

Amidst the trees the fragrant breeze 

Thy cherished songs are singing. 
The bonnie birds repeat thy words. 

Their flight above me winging ; 
The barley sheaves, the rustling leaves, 

The branches o'er me swaying, 
Shout forth thy name, all seem the same ; 

To me my loss betraying. 

Must life alone be one long moan. 

Through mem'ries fond and tender ? 
Will no glad age blot out that page. 

Nor grief to joy surrender ? 
The flowers bright bloom on my sight, 

The sun shines in his glory ; 
But clouding all like fon'ral pall. 

Come dreams of that old story. 
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Aye, dreams of one, my life's bright sun, 

My flower I strove to cherish, 
Their beauty fled, their soft bloom dead, 

AU other charms must perish : 
Go where I will, thou'rt with me still, 

Thy bright eyes on me beaming ; 
By night, by day, where'er I stray, 

Of thee I'm ever dreaming. 



cf air Mt^lgtx %obt. 

YoxTE love, your life, you called me, 
When violets peeped forth ; 

When breezes quickly banished 
The snow-clouds to the North. 

When snow-drop fair and fragHe, 
Bespoke the early spring. 

And woods with sweetest music 
Of birds began to ring. 

When bloom to earth was given. 
Then to this heart of mine 

Came love, you swore should ever 
Upon my pathway shine. 

The Summer brought its glory 
Of field, of flow'r, of bee ; 

But ne'er before was Summer 
So beautiful to me. 

Your voice made Nature's music, 
Made earth with beauty teem. 

And life went gliding onwards 
As in some fairy dream. 



i 
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But when the Summer perished, 
Came touch of pain and grief ; 

And wail of sorrow reached me, 
With fall of Autumn's leaf. 

Your voice was growing cooler, 

Your kisses far more rare ; 
My dream of love soon vanished. 

Soon melted into air. 

'Twas bom of light and beauty. 

Sung birdies high above ; 
They're dead, and with their dying 

Has also died his love. 

'Twas meant but for fair weather. 
Could stand no Winter's chill : 

'' 'Tis dead," moaned leafless branches ; 
** 'Tis dead," wailed ice-bound riU. 

The violet but slumbers 

Beneath its snowy bed. 
The sun of coming Spring-time 

Will bid it raise its head. 

The Summer in his glory 
Again will bright the earth ; 

And Autumn's chilly breezes 
To Winter's snows give birth. 

But all of earthly beauty 

For me is passed and o'er ; 
Your faithlessness has banished 

My joys for evermore. 



OH, SING OP A TIME THAT IS PAST. 
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Oh, sing, birdie, sing of a time that has vanished, 
Of hopes that were bom with the flowers of Spring, 

Of hours that were happy, so happy in passing, 
That [N^ature could but with sweet melody ring ! 

Oh, sing, birdie, sing of a long-ago Summer, 
Of lovers who wandered through meadow and lane, 

To tune of soft kisses of low tender nothings. 
In which there was never one whisper of pain ! 

Oh, sing, birdie, sing, but of laughter-made music. 
Of blithe joyous song, filling woodland and dale ; 

Of voices that echoed thine own in their gladness, 
Of tender soft cooing, but never a wail ! 

Oh, sing, birdie, sing of a bright river, gliding 
With musical ripple 'neath grand forest trees. 

Of bark that was rocked like a swan on its bosom. 
So lulling its freight to the songs of the breeze ! 

Oh, sing, birdie, sing, but not one note of sadness^ 
This life is so laden with sorrow and pain ; 

'Tis but in thy music, so old, so familiar. 
One dream of the past and its joys I regain ! 

Oh, sing, birdie, sing of blue eyes, still the dearest, 
Of voice that my tenderest feelings can move, 

Of touch that can banish all pain in a moment. 
And bring to my vision those days of our love ! 



A 
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KISS ME TO-NIGHT, BOBBIE. 



"^m tat %0'W^Qlstf ll0&bk 

Oh, Robbie, my darling, from over the main 
I Ve come to be with you one moment again, 
I could not die there, love, so far from your sight, 
I wanted you, dearest, to kiss me good night. 

Oh, Robbie, the years since we parted now seem 
As flitted away like some feverish dream, 
'Twill be like returning from darkness to light 
In the kiss that I crave, love, kiss me to-night. 

In the long ago days you thought me untrue, 
But, dearest, my love has been ever for you. 
Preserving its lustre through time's onward flight, 
So kiss me once more, Robbie, kiss me to-night. 

Hark ! darling, I hear them, the beautiful bells, 

Now low and now high their sweet melody swells ; 

We listened before with the snow lying white. 

You kissed me, and blessed me, that cold New Year's night. 

Fate parted us then, love, and never again 

I heard your name breathed but with bitterest pain ; 

Love refusing to die uprose in its might, 

To crave this last kiss, Robbie, kiss me to-night. 

They're calling, they're calling me, dearest, away. 
Good bye, my one love, I no longer must stay ; 
Oh, do you not see them, the Angels so bright ? — 
I'll go to them, Robbie, so kiss me good night. 
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Etening, gaslight, and a cheerful room, 
Bright fire dispelling ev'ry thought of gloom ; 
Two heads low bending illustrations o'er — 
To make a picture would you ask for more ? 

Silent and voiceless neither hastes to speak, 
Joy far too deep for human tongues to break ; 
A little hand within the larger lies. 
And all their language passes through their eyes. 

Just watch awhile the prints they must forget, 
Fiye minutes pass, no page is turned as yet, 
The heads near meet as lower still they bend — 
Nay, moye aside, nor longer gaze, dear friend — 

Or else your watching will amount to this, 
Unbidden you'll behold sweet love's first kiss ; 
You'll see him press her to his throbbing heart. 
And almost hear the words, " No more to part." 



©ttt m i\t €;0to. 



Within the cosy room they sit, those three ; 

The firelight dances upwards merrily. 

The gas, too, throws o'er all its radiant light. 

Thus making what was bright look stiU more bright. 

And there's the table spread ; the pretty ware. 

The silver polished with an owner's care. 

The bread and butter cut in dainty slice. 

All resting on the cloth so white knd nice. 

There are but three to eat ; oh, pain untold. 

The fourth stands looking on— out in the cold. 
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OUT IN THE COLD. 



She grasps the window-ledge with small white hand, 
She trembles so that she can hardly stand ; 
For there, almost within her reach, sits he 
Whom 'tis her anguish, yet her joy to see. 
Yes, there he sits, a book is in his hand, 
He reads it not, his thoughts to silent land 
Have taken flight, and she, his love of old, 
Knows that he dreams of her— out in the cold. 

His love ! — ha ! ha ! what word is that we dare 
Apply to her, who stands alone out there ? 
His love / — why, love is more to man than life ; 
And by his side, e'en now, sits she, his wife. 
Their child, too, shares with them the dainty meal, 
What woman, then, could fate haye bidden steal 
Within that seemingly safe-sheltered fold, 
And call his heart to her — out in the cold ? 

Ah, good ones, blame them! i/jon are so good, 
Wit?iout a sin, a fault, 'tis right you should ; 
Without a question of that tempting hour. 
Wherein love spoke with all its mighty pow'r : 
Claimed those two hearts, that fought the fight in vain. 
That strove to burst apart the well-knit chain 
They found entwine their souls, each sense enfold. 
Until it left her there — out in the cold. 



Aye, true, life's fire for him gleams bright and warm. 
And well-tried love would shelter him from harm. 
He wills it not, no love can e'er compare 
With that which beamed on him from yonder chair ; 
When she who stands without, made it her throne, 
When she made all the sunshine of his home. 
The throne is now his wife^s^ to have and hold. 
Whilst she, his love^ looks on — out in the cold. 
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He starts, lie shiyers ; sonnd, 'tis but a name, 
Tliat scorches, sears his heart with passion's flame : 
She wants him, sends for him, and he will go — 
Who strives prevent he counts his direst foe — 
Wife, child, what are they ? she's alone his care. 
She calls for, yearns for, waits for him out there. 
He's with her, words are few, hliss is nntold. 
The world has shnt them 5o<A— out in the cold. 



Oh, sing me a song to-night, love ; 

Let it be of the bygone years, 
Ere life grew weary and sad, love. 

With the weight of its unshed tears. 

Oh, sing me a song of the green lanes, 
The daisies and buttercups wild. 

The birds that their sweetest notes triUed, 
When I was an innocent child. 

Sing to me, love, of the bright brook 
That gambolled beneath the green trees. 

Of the bulrushes tall that swayed 
To the gentlest kiss of the breeze. 

Oh, sing me a song of the old home, 
A song of the sweet honey bee, 

The jasmine that clambered the walls 
These old eyes will never more see. 

Oh, sing me a song to-night, love ; 

Let it be of the bygone years. 
Ere life grew weary and sad, love. 

With the weight of its unshed tears. 
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Sad thoughts come o'er me, love, to-day. 
Of long ago, of far away ; 
"Within my fancy's eye I see 
The silver sands that fringe the sea ; 
And side hy side two forms are there 
Who seem each other's thoughts to share. 
As up and down they slowly pace, 
A shadow clouds the woman's face. 

Upturned to his, its earnest love 
Is met by looks that would reprove. 
" Miron," he murmurs, " see yon rock 
Is not more firm to stand the shock 
That wildest billow ever threw. 
Than I to be both firm and true : 
Thou knowest that my heart is thine ; 
I know thy love is wholly mine,^* 

The scene has changed, for long, long years 
Have passed, in spite of sighs and tears 
That would the dear one still retain. 
Whose like shall never come again : 
The sands are there, the woman's form 
Now paces sadly and forlorn ; 
But where is he, that she's alone ? 
Look yonder — see, the rock is gone ! 

It firmly stood whilst sunshine shed 
The Summer's glory o'er its head ; 
But Winter's wildest storms arose. 
The winds and waves became its foes, 
It fell, and as it sunk from view 
His love, her life, went with it too : 
Existence only is her lot. 
When love is gone then life is not. 
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Oh, darling, late is now the day, 
I wait for it to pass away ; 
Too soon night cannot come for me. 
Eternal sleep with dreams of thee : 
I see no more, the night is nigh. 
If this be death, then let me die ; 
I dream, I dream, ah ! this'is bliss, 
Thy lips touch mine in parting kiss. 



WRITTEN AS A REPLY TO "a VISION." 

I HEAE thy sweet voice in the misty night, 
I see thine eyes gleam with the old love light ; 
And my love is true as thine own can be, 
Though the rock lies fathoms beneath the sea. 

I called thee mine own in the bygone years, 

"When we shared together Love*s hopes and fears, 

Till Doubt's blighting frost nipped Love's blooming flow'rs, 

Shading the life we had pictured as ours. 

They told me thy Ipve was no longer mine, 
That the light of my life had ceased to shine ; 
So I gave thee up for thine own dear sake, 
Though feeling my fond heart was like to break. 

But I look in thine eyes as oft before. 

And the same light gleams as in days of yore ; 

It speaks to my soul in tones of the past, 

** Miron is thine, thou canst claim her at last." 

Yes, Miron, the rock, .though vanished to thee, 
Stands firmer than e'er in depths of the sea ; 
The waters arising its form above 
But symbol the growth of my depthless love. 
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Sunbeams quiver o'er the river, 

Throwing shadows here and there, 
Birds ajre singing, swift flight winging 

Through the perfumed Summer air ; 
Blossoms smiling, so beguiling, 

Branches bowing from each tree ; 
Nature laughing, dancing, chaffing. 

But I hear her not for thee ; 
Cannot hear her, do not hear her, 

Cannot hear her, love, for thee. 

Larks are trilling notes so thrilling 

To each list'ning ear but mine, 
"Wavelets bounding with glad sounding, 

All to cheer our hearts combine ; 
But the cheering most endearing 

Is thy voice to me, mine own, 
Soft, caressing, richly blessing. 

Could I hear another tone ? 
No, I cannot, do not hear it, 

Cannot hear another tone. 



I AM humble, you are lofty, 

I have bowed before your shrine ; 
I have kissed the ground you trod on, 

Looked upon you as divine : 
E'en as some bright star of Heaven 

Glints and gHstens high above. 
So to me has been the beauty 

I have dared to wildly love. 
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Well I knew your haughty nature 

Ne'er to love of me could stoop, 
Yet the knowledge failed to save me 

From becoming fool and dupe ; 
For you told me fear to banish, 

That your heart was mine alone ; 
So I bowed before you, worshipped 

What I madly called mine own. 

Till that morning, fatal morning, 

When on wings of love I flew. 
With my offering of flowers ; 

Where were you ? — aye, where were you ? 
Just a look from out the window, 

Look revealing all the charms 
Of your faultless, peerless beauty. 

Resting in another's arms. 

For one moment reason tottered. 

Madness took its place instead ; 
Loudly shouting, ** Yillain ! traitor ! " 

There I would have struck him dead : 
But your voice, so wildly pleading. 

Saved him from the pending storm. 
And love died that Summer momimg, 

Giving place to hate and scorn. 

Yes, I hate, false-hearted beauty, 

As I loved in former time ; 
Go to him, he'll never give you 

Love so deep, so true as mine : 
He is noble, you are noble, 

Birth is with you life and breath, 
I had only love to give you — 

Love to last you unto death. 
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is tj^je lafeje at Waxat. 

Do you remember, Willie, 

How many years have gone, 
Since first you said you loved me, 

Down by the lake at home ? 
The moon was brightly beaming, 

The stars shone overhead ; 
Now shall I tell you, Willie, 

The very words you said ? 

It will not take much trying 

To think on every one ; 
I know you found me sitting 

Upon the bank, alone ; 
My thoughts were widely straying 

From home and friends away. 
When you recalled them quickly. 

Though in a pleasant way. 

With hand upon my shoulder, 

You whispered in mine ear, 
" I*m very glad I've found you, 

And mean to keep you here, 
Till I have told my story — 

Though it is nothing new — 
But, Maiie, dear, I love you. 

With love both deep and true. 

Oh, be my wife, sweet Marie, 
And in the coming years 

I'll shield you from all sorrows. 
All cause for sighs and tears ; 
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You shall be dear as ever, 

When youth and beauty's iied." 
These are the words, dear WiUie, 

That by the lake you said. 

And nobly time, in fleeting, 

Your promises redeem ; 
My life is onward passing. 

Just like a fairy dream ; 
I'm growing old, my darling ; 

The dread time long since came 
When youth and beauty vanished — 

You loved me all the same. 

Adown life's hiU together 

We're speeding quickly now. 
Oh, may Death's icy finger 

First touch my wrinkled brow ; 
When sounds for me are dying — 

Save thy dear voice alone. 
Oh say, ** I love you, Marie," 

As by the lake at home. 



In solitude I mourn thee. 

My love of long ago ; 
The birds above are singing. 

The flow'rs around me blow : 
I cannot see the beauty, 

I cannot hear the song. 
For visions, sad and tender. 

That memory will throng. 
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I'm mourning for thee, darling ! 

Beneath the forest trees, 
My wail of sorrow echoed 

By wailings of the breeze ; 
The breeze that 'midst the branches 

Is sobbing deep and low, 
Till all the earth seems teeming 

"With mnrmurings of woe ; — 

Of woe so sad and bitter. 

There seems no hope of peace, 
I listen to its wailing, 

Till mine doth but increase : 
And in my stormy passion, 

I cry aloud (in vain). 
Oh, love of life's fair morning. 

Return, return again ! 

Come back, oh, golden vision. 

Of blithesome, happy youth ; 
Come back, oh love I looked on 

As true as changeless truth : 
One gleam of its dear sunshine, 

Relentless time restore ; 
But oh, the breeze is sobbing, 

" Gone, gone for evermore !" 

Oh, love, my heart is breaking. 

It cannot bear the weight 
Of tears, that deep unflowing. 

Refuse to ease its freight : 
So heavy is its burden 

Of sombre, changeless grief. 
That death 'twould gladly welcome, 

As vision of relief ! 



/ 
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Hark to the breezes blowing 

From o'er the beaving sea, 
Kow tossing high the branches, 

They roar alond to me ! 
" We've seen him, oh, we've seen him, 

Bat not like thee, a/ofie. 
His heart is gay and happy. 

Another shares his home ! 

His arm is thrown around her. 

He whispers honeyed words, 
Such as he used to whisper 

Amidst the flow'rs and birds, 
"When t?iou wert his companion. 

Receiver of each kiss, 
"When life stretched far before thee, 

One dream of love and bliss," 

** We've seen him," roar the breezes, 

" And, oh, we heard him say, 
* My love for Mir on, Rosie, 

Is dead — has passed away.* 
And then we saw him kiss her, 

We saw each fond caress. 
That once, on thee bestowing. 

Made life a thing to bless. 

We saw him, and we shouted 

How sorrowful wert thou. 
Thine eyes, how full of anguish, 

How marked with care thy brow ; 
Thine heart, how wildly yearning 

But for one farewell word — 
In vain we told our story, 

He never, never heard.^^ 

\ 




So speak the evening breezes 

To me, niy love, to me ; 
And sobbing, sighing, moaning. 

Their tones are but of thee. 
Upon their wings they carry 

Thy voice, where'er they go, 
And that is why I listen, 

I love to hear them so. 



I've been to-night to the regions of bliss, 

Where your lips touched mine in the old sweet kiss ; 

I saw in the depths of your azure eyes 

Bright gleams of a true love that never dies. 

Yes, my darling, in happy dreams, 

Life was no more what now it seems. 

I have been where again your arms were thrown 
Eound the form you so fondly called your own ; 
"Words of endearment fell fast on mine ear, 
In the old, old accents I loved to hear. 

Yes, my darling, in happy dreams. 

Life was no more what now it seems. 

"We spoke to each other as long ago, 

Ere our days were clouded with bitter woe, 

Ere others had cast a withering blight 

O'er hopes that had budded in beauty bright. 

Yes, my darling, in happy dreams, 

Life was no more what now it seems. 



I CAN SEE AND HEAR THEM NOW. 
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I woke to find the sweet fancy had flown, 
But I know that your love is still mine own, 
And in passionate grief I mourn the past. 
Whose heautif ul hopes were too hright to last. 
Gone, my darling, are happy dreams, 
And life is now just what it seems. 



J tm ^tt mh §tm tj^^m pofe. 

Though the day were dark and dreary. 

Though the sky were overcast. 
Though the sun had veiled his brightness. 

And though coldly blew the blast. 
Yet the sound of your dear footsteps 
Would such happy feelings bring, 
That for me the darkest Winter 
Turned to brightest, fairest Spring. 

Oh, the glow within your eyes, love. 

As my fond lips touched your brow. 
And your earnest words, ** God bless you ! " 
I can see and hear them now. 

But, ah, me ! ah, me ! Time fleeting, 

Long since buried in the past 
Love that was so dear, so priceless. 
Love that was too bright to last ; 
So there came a bitter parting, 

When all nature seemed to change. 
When your dear familiar features 
Grew for me so cold and strange. 

When your eyes dread doubt had clouded. 

And its shadow lined your brow, 
But your glance and last ** God bless you! " 
I can see and hear them now. 
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For my days of dreary anguish, 
For my nights of bitter woe, 
I have never blamed you, dearest, 

Hardest fate would have it so. 
Nay, how could you help it, darling. 

When they said I was not true ; 
But their words were base and cruel, 
I was never false to you. 

I still love you dearly, truly. 

Though to fate I needs must bow, 
But your glance and last ** God bless you! " 
I can see and hear them now. 



1 %oviQ to glxuQ mU t^m ^mh. 

I LONG to fling aside these pearls 

From out my wavy hair ; 
Cast off this snowy, silken robe. 

That fashion bids me wear. 
My heart is very sad to-night. 

For visions 'twill recall. 
That makes me hate these pageants bright. 

Hunt, picnic, concert, ball. 

I see before my fancy now 

A bright and moonlit way. 
Where, lost in happy converse, two — 

A man and maiden— stray. 
He bends his head, she lifts her face, 

Oh, moment full of bliss, 
A cloud for just one instant's space, 

A sound : 'tis love's first kiss. 
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'Twas on my lips that kiss was pressed, 

I feel it even now ; 
And moon ne*er lit up greater joy 

Than that which crowned my brow. 
I hear his yoice, I feel again 

The pressure of his hand ; 
Oh, Love, what thoughts of joy and pain 

Thy mem'ry can command ! 

Before my view another scene — 

A dark and stormy sky — 
The lightning's flash, the thunder's roll , 

Approach two figures nigh. 
But, oh, the elements at war 

Can be no fiercer than 
Those two fierce human creatures are — 

That maid and fair-browed man. 

* 
Harsh words and gestures full of scorn 

Are cast to each by each ; 
They seem to bid the raging storm 

Its own wild lesson teach. 
" Go, go," she cried, "go, quit my sight, 

My love is dead, has flown ; 
I swear by yonder blasting light 

Thy thraU I will not own." 

God, that blinding glare, that crash ! 

She looks — where, where is he ? 
That prostrate form can ne'er be his, 

"Which lies by yonder tree ? 
It is ! and wildly now she cries, 

^^ I meant not what I said, 
My darling, ope once more thine eyes : " 

In vain, for he was dead. 
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Dead ! dead ! it seemed the storm obeyed 
Each passion-uttered word ; 

She bade him quit her sight and go. 
The flashing lightning heard 

And hurled him down in manhood's prime- 
Aye, sent beyond recall, 

The idol whom her soul did shrine. 
Who was her love, her all, 

I was that maiden, even I, 

Who wooed the lightning's strife. 
Who killed my darling with a word. 

Thus blasting all my life. 
No wonder that these jewels bright 

I'd cast from out my hair, 
And commune with my heart to-night 

On sad thoughts buried there. 



J iaonlli J tanlli ^axQtt %lstt. 

I WOULD I could forget thee, 

Could drive from fancy's sight 
Our meeting that fair morning. 

Our parting that sad night ; 
But birds must cease their singing, 

And flowers cease to live. 
And gentle Summer breezes 

Their melody to give ; 
The sun must lose his glory, 

In dreary darkness set, 
If I forget thee, darling — 

If ever 1 forget. 
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I would I could forget thee, 

So banishing my care, 
For youth should make life's vistas 

Look fair — aye, very fair ; 
But like the rose unopened, 

Is checked by deadly blight. 
So hast thou turned life's morning 

For me to darkest night. 
Thy love-smiles made my Summer ; 

Dost think without regret, 
I watched those love-smiles vanish, 

Or could their warmth forget ? 

I would I could forget thee ; 

But stars must cease to shine, 
Ere memory can banish 

Those starry eyes of thine. 
Green leaves again must glisten 

On lightning-stricken tree. 
Ere I forget thy love vows 

So often breathed to me. 
Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter, 

They linger with me yet ; 
I hear them night and morning, • 

And never can forget. 

I would I could forget thee ; 

But depthless wells must dry. 
And clouds must cease to wander. 

Athwart the distant sky ; 
The eagle leave his eyrie, 

And mate with timid dove. 
Ere I forget thee, darling. 

Or ere I cease to love. 
Yon rocks, the boundless ocean. 

Must cease to chafe and fret. 
Its course all nature alter, 

Ere ever I forget ! 
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Flow on, flow on, sweet river, 
And thou, bright sunbeams, play. 

Where shadows dance and quiver 
Throughout each Summer day. 

Oh, river, she has loved thee, 
'Twas here we often met, 

And in thy murmuring waters 
Her sweet voice liveth yet. 

E'en now methinks her footsteps 
Still linger where she trod ; 

But, oh, the feet lie quiet 
Beneath the fresh green sod. 

The flow'rs she loved are springing 
Each hill and valley o'er. 

The forest birds are singing 
For her they'll sing no more. 

No more, no more, oh, river, 
To thee I breathe my woe ; 

My darling's gone for ever, 
And I, too, fain would go. 

God knows how I have cherished 

That little fairy thing. 
My birdling that has perished 

With first blooms of the Spring. 

How can I be submissive ? 

How bow before His throne, 
And breathe the Christian's prayer, 

" Lord, Thy will be done ? " 



J §xtKmth not 

I DBEAMED not ere the Smnmer flitted, 
You and I should part for aye, 

That with the birdies and the blossoms 
All our love would pass away. 

I dreamed not when you swore I only 
Had your heart, or e'er should have, 

That within your faithless bosom 
Many loves had found a grave. 

I dreamed not hearts had bled and broken 
(Noble hearts, too) for your sake ; 

But fate shewed me all your baseness. 
And my heart wiU never break. 

I dreamed not, when by yon bright river. 

Deathless fealty you swore ; 
Tour love was like its sparkling wavelets. 

Passing to return no more. 

I dreamed not, when beneath the branches. 
Listening to your honeyed words, 

That their music bore less meaning 
Than the song of forest birds. 

I dreamed not, when so fondly gazing 

In your blue and sunny eyes. 
That their light had gleamed on many, 

Like the stars from midnight skies. 

I dreamed not that you sought a pastime, 

But to wile away the hours. 
When you wooed and almost won me, 

Out amidst the Summer flow'rs. 
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I dreamed not — but then fate so kindly 
Saved me from life's direst woe, 

By checking /a wcy ere 'twas worship, 
And now I can bid you go, 

I dreamed not ere the Summer flitted, 
All our love would pass away, 

And I thus could bid you leave me, 
Say farewell to you /or aye. 



'TwAS only a tiny, tiny word. 

But oh, such a world of woe 
Fell on the heart of the man who heard 

That monosyllable " Go /"— 
" I thought I lovedy but the world is wide, 

And as on my way I roam, 
Lovers flock in shoals to my side. 

And I cannot cling to one, 
I'm very young, and men say I'm fair. 

And this life is gay and bright. 
Go, search the world, there are many there 

Who wiU love you well — Good night." 

And she was gone, the fairy-like form 

Had flitted from off the scene. 
His dearest joy, the sun of his mom, 

Had shattered life's beautiful dream. 
" Aye, lovers in shoals," he muttered low ; 

** Does one of them love like this ? 
Would one through faintest of danger go 

To add one jot to your bliss ? 



DROSS AND GOLD. 
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My darling, you're right ; you're young, indeed, 

And I in your sight am old ; 
I'll wait till you find my help you need, 

'Till you scorn the dross for gold." 



<' Clothilde, Glothilde, I am tired to night, 

I would be at once undrest ; 
Take from my hair these jewels bright, 

And leave me alone to rest." 
Deftly and swiftly the young handmaid 

Unfastened the coils of hair, 
The filmy robings aside were laid. 

The mistress left sitting there, 
Alone ; but what can that young heart ail. 

That sobs from its depths well forth. 
And make her cry, with passionate wail, 

" My love, I have learned your worth. 

The world is bright, and the world is gay, 

I have shoals of lovers too. 
But my heart grows sadder day by day. 

For, alas ! it has not you, 
I smile and sing 'neath a mask of woe. 

And fiatterers bend the knee. 
But music teems with that harsh word. Go, 

And you, love, alone I see. 
Come back, my darling, my heart's desire. 

Is — God ! what means that cry ? " 
Again it rises : 'tis " Fire ! Fire I Fire ! " 

And the fiames around her fly. 

Oh, fearful picture of smoke and flame, 
Closed in by the darkened night. 

Like glowing picture in ebon frame 

Its blackness makes bright more bright : 

See that seething, heaving, rolling crowd ! 
Hear that cry of " Where is she ?" 
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Though in flames, as in a burial sliroud, 

Her beautiful form they see. 
And there do her shoals of lovers stand. 

Loud shouting, ** Quick ! save her — save ! " 
Their voices raise, but never a hand 

To snatch her from fi'ry grave. 

But who is this, that such mighty stride 
. Bears onward with panting breath ? 
Crjdng, " 1*11 save her whate'er betide, 

Or I'll share her fearful death ! " 
The ivy clings to the ancient walls. 

And he climbs hand over hand. 
It gives with his weight — ^he falls — ^he falls : 

"No, see him in safety stand. 
With one arm outstretched, he cries aloud, 

" Have courage, my darling : spring ! " 
She's saved, and cheers from the heaving crowd 

In wildest of raptures ring. 

My story. Is it not finished now. 

Dear reader, it is for you 
To look on yon upturned smiling brow. 

That beams with a joy so true ; 
To look in eyes that are gazing deep 

Down into those eyes below. 
To hear the whispers those senses steep 

In Love's most exquisite flow. 
" My Hex," she murmurs, in accents clear, 

<* I am yours to have and hold ; 
I've learnt to know the difference, dear, 

'Twixt dross and the purest gold," 
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" Will I tell you a tale ? " a maiden said ; 

And low bowed her lover his noble head ; 

" I must whisper it soft," quoth she, " and low, 

For I do not want all the world to know." 

It was passing strange that no sound was heard, 

Save only the voice of a little bird. 

That seemed to sing, " It is true, it is true, 

The beautiful tale she is telling you : 

All over the world I fly, nor fail 

To hear in each country that exquisite tale." 

" Will I tell you a tale ? " she asked once more ; 

I never saw lover so deaf before ; 

For though she whispered it close to his ear. 

It seemed that her words he never would hear. 

And the bird sung gaily up in a tree, 

" True lovers are always like this, you see ; 

They've nothing to say, but their earnest looks 

Are reading each other like open books : 

I'U sing to them sweetly — oh dear, oh dear, 

I really believe that they do not hear ! " 

" Will I tell you a tiny tale ? " quoth she : 

" Aye, Johnny, bend down and listen to me." 

Oh, moment to both of exquisite bliss. 

The tale after all was only a kiss ! 

" Only a kiss," sung the bonnie wee bird ; 

" Try it all you who might never have heard ; 

To me, seeing all, 'tis certainly plain. 

That trying it once, you'll try it again : 

Now I am off to my wife on her nest. 

To tell her a tale in the song she loves best." 



\ 
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Fob years IVe been a ranger, 

Far from my native home, 
Through distant lands a stranger, 

'T has been my lot to roam : 
But o'er me like a bright star shone 
The light that ever led me on ; 
For thee bright laurels have I won, 

Yalerie ! oh, Yalerie ! 

IVe dared death on the ocean, 

I've braved it in the field, 
But vnth a proud devotion. 

For thy sake scorned to yield : 
And when no more raged battle's strife 
I fiew to thee, my more than life. 
To find thee — ^what ? — another's wife / 

Yalerie ! oh, Yalerie ! 

Such love for thee I've cherished, 

I cannot curse thee now ; 
But, oh, that I had perished 

Ere thou could' st break thy vow ! 
Although for me life's joys are o'er, 
God make thee happy as of yore — 
Aye, happier than e'er before, 

Yalerie ! oh, Yalerie ! 

From thee how can I sever. 

How wander forth alone, 
How part from thee /or evevj 

Once mine — ^my very own ! 
But part we must — the die is cast ; 
One farewell kiss, it is the last ; 
We cannot now recall the past, 

Yalerie ! oh, Yalerie ! 
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Oh, little moimtaiii streamlet, 

Now standing by thy side, 
I watch thy tiny wavelets, 

Flow on to join the tide. 
And long that all my sorrows 

I might confide to thee. 
And thou upon thy bosom 

"Would bear them to the sea — 
Would bear them to the sea stream, 

"Would bury ache and smart. 
Take ev'ry grief away, stream. 

And fill with joy my heart. 

I*d tell to thee the story 

Of how, long years ago. 
That heart from height of rapture 

"Was cast to depths of woe : 
Of how the one who whispered 

The old, old ta].e to me. 
Had left me here in sorrow, 

"With none to hear but thee — 
"With none to hear but thee, stream, 

The story of my grief — 
Oh, bear it far away, stream. 

And give my heart relief ! 

I*d tell thee of the gladness 

"With which I heard each vow ; 
I'd tell thee of the kisses 

Fast showered on my brow ; 
I*d speak of eyes whose love light 

"Was all the world to me. 
Of eyes wherein those glances 

I never more shall see — 



I never more shall see, stream, 
' 'Till spirits soar above, 
And mine might meet the holder 
Of all my earthly love. 

Oh, little monntain streamlet, 

Would thou could'st hear my pray'r, 
And all my weary sorrows 

Upon thy wavelets bear, 
And cast them off for ever 

Beneath the deep blue sea. 
So peace, hope, joy, and pleasure 

Might once more come to me — 
Might once more come to me, stream, 

"With freedom from all woe, 
Forgetfiilness of love, stream. 

That perished long ago. 



life's %mh 

We launched our bark, love, you and I, 

On Life's sweet sunny morning ; 
No cloudlets crossed our future's sky. 

To give us timely warning : 
Our hearts were light and full of joy, 

We could not see the reason. 
Why life should not for both of us 

Be one long Summer's season. 

Our bark sped on, but, oh, too soon, 
We felt Life's ocean heaving ; 

Wave after wave washed over us, 
And left our hearts sore, grieving : 
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We did not sink beneath them, love, 
But braved the stormy weather ; 

And yonder looms the shore, dear love, 
Where we will land together. 

Our storm-tossed bark rides gently now, 

We know, by His commanding. 
And that He'll guide us safely on 

To the eternal landing : 
And when, dear wife, we're resting there, 

Oh, may the pow'r be given. 
To help the dear ones striving here 

Find anchorage in Heaven ! 



Thou art mine, thou art m/we, 

And I will not resign 
What turns for me earth into heaven ; 

No, I never will part 

With that joy of my heart. 
Thy love vows for lifetime have given. 

Know the glorious sun 

His whole day's course must run ; 
When he brightens the east in the morning, 

What confusion 'twould be, 

Should he sink in the sea. 
Leaving us in the dark without warning. 

Like the sun to the day 
With his luminous ray, 
So thou to my life will be ever ; 
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Its warmth and its light, 
Making douds e'en look bright, 
Think' st thou from such bliss I can sever ? 

£7 this fond kiss I swear 

I will shield thee from care, 
From all that approaches a sorrow ; 

Undimmed by thy tears 

Shalt be Life's fature years, 
And brighter shall dawn eVry morrow. 

Time, thine hair's sunny flow. 

And thy cheek's rosy glow. 
And the youth from thy limbs will be stealing ; 

But the silver of age, 

Life's most glorious page, 
Will (in love's changeless truth) be revealing. 

Thou art mine, thou art miney 

And I will not resign, 
The joy to my soul thou hast given ; 

I will keep by thy side. 

Whatsoever betide. 
Love's chains but by death shall be riven. 




moxxts of ®lk 



I SAT me down by a river, 
And chanted a dreary lay. 

Of joys that had fled for ever, 
Of years that had passed away. 

^^ Come back ! " in passionate accents, 
I sung in my sad refrain ; 
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" Back, back ! " a voice in the distance 

Echoed again and again ; 
Until I could almost fancy 

That fairies had used some wile, 
To place ns as once we rested 

On Tivoli's dear old stile. 

So solemnly winds were sighing. 

And swiftly the brown leaves fell ; 
For Nature herself was dying, 

And this was her sad farewell : 
But what recked we of her sorrow, 

We saw it not rightly then ; 
For we knew a bright to-morrow 

Would beam on Nature again : 
That many a sunny season 

Would come with the coming years ; 
We likened our lives to Summer, 

And thought not of sighs or tears. 

But thou, love, art calmly sleeping. 

And I am left here alone. 
Wearily, bitterly, weeping. 

And longing for thee, mine own. 
Once more are the sad winds sighing, 

As singing my sad refrain, 
I*m watching the leaves fall dying. 

For Autumn has come again. 
Ah, linger a short time, darling. 

Thou wilt not have long to wait ; 
My spirit, weary of earth-life. 

Will join thee at Heaven^s gate I 
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Sweet pity, we are told, is next akin to love : 

Then give it me the ancient proverb's truth to prove ; 

Express it by some gentle word now and again, 

Some fleeting glance whose sweetness shall assuage my pain. 

Think of me as of one in brightest climate reared, 

To whom life through its luxuries had grown endeared ; 

As one from all those luxuries at once cast forth, 

Friendless to brave the icy rigour of the North. 

For, oh, thy love was warmth, and wealth of worlds to me — 

Its loss the wildest of life's stormy griefs must be. 

They tell me, Robbie, that thy soul had known no thought 

That was not with the deepest greed of pleasure fraught, ' 

And that without one single care for pain or cost 

That pleasure must be wholly thine, though souls were lost. 

And it loas thine through wildest worship of my heart 

(They say 'tis still through ev'ry anguished pain and smart). 

Oh, Robbie, prove it is not so. Yes, let me see 

That though thy love hath died thou yet canst pity me ; 

That though another holds the place I once called mine, 

I even yet can claim one gentle thought of thine. 

Lone, dark and dreary, love, to me Life's future lies, 
Now that I know 'twill be unlighted by thine eyes, 
Uncheered by words whose very tones were music sweet, 
A longed-for music which mine ear no more will greet. 
Robbie, Robbie, how couldest thou, my love, believe ; 
That worship such as mine for thee could e'er deceive ? 
Did'st thou not feel my love for thee was life and breath. 
And could not die until my heart lay cold in death ? 
Thus was it ever, darling, and still thus must be ; 
So though thy love has passed away, yet pity me. 
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Tell me why you made me love you, 
Why you merged in yours my soul, 

Why you made my heart surrender 
Ev^ry thought to your control Y 

Tell me why you swore I only 
Life's best gift to you could prove — 

That 'twould not be worth the living 
Lest I crowned it with my love ? 

Tell me why you showered kisses, 

Tender kisses, on my brow ; 
All the while so fondly breathing — 

" You will e'er be dear as now ?" 

Tell me why, when you had won me, 
When each thought was all your own, 

Kisses grew more rare, less tender. 
And life's song you turned to moan ? 

Tell me why, when in love's accents 
Low I breathed each trembling fear, 

You could have the heart to answer, 
" Now another's grown more dear ? " 

Tell me why ! — but, oh, my darling. 
This the hardest thing to ask. 

Help me by one little whisper. 
Help me to complete my task. 

Tell me why ! this is the question — 
Answer from your inmost heart 

After all that passed between us. 
How your conscience let us part ? 
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But methinks the truest answer 
To each question this will prove, 

Yours was only wildest passion, 
Whilst my own was deepest love. 



THE MANIAC'S SONG. 

I CANNOT find him, though I thought he slept 

The sleep of weariness beneath yon tree ; 
I've searched beneath its boughs, in sorrow wept. 

And called — in vain, he will not answer me. 
And yet I know we parted 'neath the bloom 

Of chestnuts fair, whose fragrant breath was tost 
By wanton breezes through the even's gloom ; 

The blossoms stUl remain, but he is lost ; 

Yes, he, my love, my life, is lost, is lost ! 

I'll wander farther, for he used to love 

The cool green mosses, decking fairy bow'rs, 
The soft song chanted by the cooing dove. 

The wood's fair gems Spring's bonnie bright-hued flow'rs. 
I know not if he cared for babbling brook. 

Or rushing, bounding mountain torrent most ; 
They still run on, for I have been to look. 

But by their side he roams not. He is lost : 

Yes, he, my love, my life, is lost, is lost ! 

Ah, yet, methinks, my 'wildered brain must dream, 

!N'ot to remember the bright laughing sea, 
Upon whose bosom Eobere oft hath been, 

Upon whose shore (glad thought) he yet might be. 
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Alas, I see him not, the sea is here, 

And still the grandeur which he loved can boast ! 
But he, of all the world most cared for, dear, 

Has ceased to wander by its waves. — Is lost ! 

Yes, he, my love, my life, is lost, is lost ! " 

Fate, tell me, is it moments, days, or years. 
Since we two parted 'neath the chestnut's bloom ? 

Say, has time passed unseen for blinding tears, 
Which tears have turned life's day to night's deep gloom ? 

It must be so ; for o'er my once smooth brow, 
Instead of golden curls, gray locks are tost, 

And though I have been crazy, clearly now 
I see him waiting me. No longer lost, 
I come, my love, my life, my long, long lost ! 



Oh, tell me, gentle breezes. 
Have you come from o'er the sea, 

And brought the smallest message 
From my lover back to me ? 

Knows he, beside the ocean, 
How I pace in ceaseless pain. 

Praying to the little wavelets 
But to bear him back again ? 

They said it drove me crazy. 
When they told me he was dead ; 

That billows rough were surging 
High above his bonnie head. 



158 ALONE. 

But, breezes, gentle breezes, 
Speed ye back, and whisper low, 

Such words I'm not believing-^ 
They could never serve him so. 

The ocean, with its treasures. 
With its stores so rich and rare, 

My noble-hearted darling 
In its might could surely spare. 

I'll wait, and then if ever 
My prayers should answered be, 

I'll tell you all about it — 
Oh ye breeze from off the sea ! 



As ! only a little word, 'tis true ! 

But what in that word must lie, 
When its sound bids joy, and peace, and hope. 

In a woman's heart to die ! 
When bells, instead of a joyful clang, 

Have naught but a wailing moan ; 
Or they seem to shriek, " Break, fond heart, break. 

He has left thee all alone — 

Yes, left thee all, all alone ! " 

What of the word when the lark on high. 

Loud singing his joyous song, 
Changes his note to a sob and sigh. 

As ?ier heart with mem'ries throng ! 
The carol that oft in olden times 

Around her a spell had thrown. 
Had ceased to rejoice — ^had changed its voice, 

When lie left her all al<me — 

In the cold, cold world al<»ie. 
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V 

Again, when the sunny Summer waves 

Like a laughing, childish band, 
Tumble, and toss, and merrily rush 

To play on the golden sand — 
What of the word, when its mighty pow'r 

Has turned the laugh to a groan, 
And the waves rush in with a mighty din 

Of the word " Alone ! alone ! — 

Till death thou art all alone ! " 

Then, too, when the blossoms seem to droop, 

And their sweets for her have fled. 
For an echo sad that o'er them floats 

And bows each beautiful head ; 
The breezes bear it across the lea 

In a wailing, sobbing tone : 
" When he left thy side all beauty died, 

When he left thee all alone — 

Weeping in sadness alone ! *' 

The sun shines on, and as brightly now, 

As he did in days of yore, 
But eyes that beheld his glory then. 

Will behold it never more ; 
For dimness across his course is laid, 

A scroll on his path is shewn. 
Which pictures a word — a dreary word, 

*Tis ** Alone, alone, alone ! " 

That desolate word, " Alone ! " 

The stars peep forth, and they form a crown 

O'er Nature's beautiful head ; 
To her they are eyes brimming with tears — 

Tears for the newly dead. 
And she cries aloud, '< Oh stars ! oh stars ! 

From me take a prayer Home, 
That my soul might rise to yon bright skies. 

For here I am all alone — 

He has left me all alone ! " 
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All me ! Ah me ! 'Tis a simple word 

We often hear as we go, 
And hearing it, think not it might contain 

A wearisome load of woe. 
The eyes that smile and the lips that sing 

No gnawing sorrow might own, 
But the ache and smart still flood the heart 

Of her who is left alone — 

Betrayed, deserted, ahne. 



Oh, chide me not, I cannot sing 

As in the olden time ; 
Each song sad visions seem to bring 

Of joys that once were mine. 
Ah me, those joys lived years ago. 

But memory even now 
Recalls with bitter thrill of woe 

Each ne'er-forgotten vow. 

Ah, ask me not to sing that song 

He used to call his own ; 
Sweet kisses to the tune belong. 

Sweet moments long since flown : 
I hear again the fond request, 

" Oh sing that song for me. 
As he within her love was blest. 

So am I blest in thee." 

I cannot help these scalding tears, 

They will unbidden faU, 
Each time I think of vanished years. 

Or perished hopes recall. 
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E'en now a vision seems to steal 

Athwart my breaking heart, 
And, mingled with sweet joy bells' peal, 

I hear the words, " "We part." 

That song, that song — ah, in its track 

What half-dead mem'ries crowd ! 
My heart, as each comes rushing back, 

With anguish beats aloud. 
I'll try to sing, now list to this : 

" I'm thine and only thine ! " 
Those words would always gain a kiss — 

Alas, that vanished time ! 

My voice will oft-times sound in. glee. 

Ring out with well-feigned mirth, 
But though the laugh belong to me. 

Still grief will give it birth. 
I would not let the world descry 

My torture, day by day ; 
I would not let it hear the sigh 

That eats my life away. 

And so I dance, and laugh, and sing ; 

Hark, now, I'll try again ; 
" Dreams o'er my soul sweet visions flings 

Awaking is such pain." 
E'en so to me could I but sleep, 

And never waken more, 
Forgetfolness my senses steep, 

Oh, love, my griefs were o'er ! 

But no, the sun will rise and sink. 

The world go on its way ; 
I^or from life's battle must I shrink, 

But fight it day by day. 
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Aye, fight it with a woman's pride, 
A woman's outraged heart, 

But if I sing not cease to chide, 
I cannot sing, " We part," 
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Heee's the rose yon gave me, Robbie, 
But its beauty all has fied ; 

Like your love its leaves have withered- 
Here's the rose, but it is dead ! 

Oh, the dawning of the warning 
That upon my senses lay, 

When I sighing watched the dying 
Of your love-gift day by day I 

Here's the rose you gave me, Bobbie, 

But a heap of faded leaves, 
Though a fragrance floats above them. 

And a loving mem'ry weaves. 
Oh, the dawning of the warning 

That upon my senses lay. 
When I sighing watched the dying 

Of your love-gift day by day ! 

Here's the rose you gave me, Bobbie, 

like your love 'twiU bloom no more ; 
Died with it my whole life's glory. 

Which no time can e'er restore. 
Oh, the dawning of the warning 

That upon my senses lay. 
When I sighing watched the dying 

Of your love-gift day by day ! 
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It was Snnmier, and the roses 

Climbed each humble cottage door, 
When a baby girl was christened 

In the Church of Goildermoor ; 
And her parents prayed their darling 

Might live long their home to share, 
So they shielded her and watched her, 

^ith a fond and tender care. 
And she grew in grace and beauty, 

Like the fabled sylphs of yore, 
Till the Tillage people called her 

The sweet Rose of Ghiildermoor. 

Oh, the years are eye passing. 

And they will not pause awhile. 
E'en to list to wails of sorrow, 

Or to note a monarch's smile ; 
So the foolish girl to woman 

In the passing time had grown. 
But the innocence of childhood 

With her childhood's years had flown. 
So bright gem-decked riches wooed her. 

And a prize from out Fate's store 
She (in thought) had drawn. Then vanished 

The sweet Rose of Guildermoor. 

It was Winter in the city. 

And the snow lay cold and bright. 
Decking houses, churches, steeples 

In a robe of dazzling white ; 
When a young girl, worn and weary, 

Hurried to the river's brink. 
She was lonely and deserted. 

So she never paused to think. 
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But with one wild cry of " Mother ! " 
Plunged she wildly from the shore, 

And the murky Thames rolled oyer 
The sweet Eose of Guildermoor. 

Now return we to the village, 

In the Summer-time again. 
When the flowers in their glory 

Deck each valley, hill, and plain ; 
See a man is calmly resting 

On an ancient meadow stile 
But his eyes are sunken, heavy. 

And his face devoid of smile : 
Hark ! He murmurs, " Oh, my darling. 

Life for me is almost o'er ! " 
And a shot avenged for ever 

The sweet Rose of Guildermoor. 



SONG. 

I've been seeking for thee, darling. 

Where the rocky shadows play, 
Where the wavelets midst the pebbles 

And the sea-weeds toss their spray ; 
And in the solemn music 

Of the mighty ocean's roar, 
I heard the words, " For ever — 

Aye, for ever, evermore*" 

I've been seeking for thee, darling. 
Where the forest warblers sing, 

And the azure tinted bluebells 
Softly whisper of the Spring. 
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To me their sweet, sweet music 

But recalled those days of yore, 
When in their midst I listened 

To those words, " For evermore." 

I've been seeking for thee, darling, 

By the little streamlet's side, 
Where in years gone by you whispered, 

" Miron, be my own sweet bride : 
Thon'rt life's one love, my darling, 

Listen, listen, I implore ; 
As now I love thee, dearest, 

I shall love for evermore" 

I've been seeking for thee, darling, 

But I know my quest is vain. 
Thou hast left me for another. 

And will never come again : 
Lost, B;Obbie — ^lost to Miron, 

'Till upon that happy shore 
We meet and dwell together. 

Love, for ever, evermore. 
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80NQ. 

OcHONE, ochone, me heart's all gone, 

'Tis lost for iver, shure ; 
But yisterday 'twas ta'en away 

By Kate o' Cowley Moor. 
That wicked eye, that glance so sly, 

That archly beaming smile. 
Could you but see, you'd own with me 

Must iv'ry heart beguile. 
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Her charms begin with dimpled dhin. 

With dainty rosebnd lips ; 
Which seem to say, " Across our way 

There lies life's swatest sips." 
Her goulden hair, 1 do declare, 

Is netted sunshine, shnre ; 
And tiny feet, like reindeers fleet, 

Has Kate o' Cowley Moor. 

'Twill be me aim her love to gain, 

Or what will life be worth. 
Without my arm can shield from harm 

The brightest gem of earth ? 
Ochone, ochone, me heart's all gone, 

'Tis lost for iver, shure ; 
But yisterday 'twas ta'en away, 

By Kate o' Cowley Moor. 



I HAVE wandered far from thy side, my love, 

And I miss thee— oh, so much ! 
I miss the glance of thy bright blue eye. 

And I miss thy loving touch. 

I am moving amidst the gay, my love ; 

There's theatre, concert, ball ; 
But oh, for a sight of thy darling fsuoe 

I would gladly give them all ! 

I am sought, and flattered, and wooed, my love, 
By the thoughtless, gay, and free ; 

But they oaunot draw for a moment's space 
My mem'ry away from thee. 



I close mine eyes but to see, my love, 

"With a wildy-throbbing heart. 
Thy loving orbs over-shadowed with gloom, 

As they watch the train depart. 

But I'm weary, and soon shall return, my love ; 

I cannot long linger here ; 
This busiest town is a wilderness, 

For the sake of the one so dear. 

With passionate yearning yearn I, my love. 

Once again thine hand to touch, 
And the music sweet of thy voice to hear — 

I miss thee, miss thee so much I 
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Breathe those words again, Mary, 

So simple though they be, 
No music sweeter, rarer, 

Was ever breathed to me. 
Oh, may they in the future. 

Fall on no ear but mine ; 
Those little words, " I love thee, 

And I am only thine 1 " 

Breathe those words again, Mary, 

By yonder star above, 
Thou'lt cling to me, me only, 

Thou'lt make me life's one love. 
Did'st know but half how fondly 

I'll ever cling to thee. 
No thought of thine would wander. 

No wish be false to me. 
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Breathe those words again, Mary, 

And turn on me those eyes ; 
Within whose depths of azure 

My life's hest sunshine lies. 
Hear me thy fond vows echo, 

" Ere ceasing to be thine. 
The flow'rs must cease to blossom, 

And sun must cease to shine." 

Breathe those words again, Mary, 

Those words so soft and low — 
** We'll love each other truly. 

As through this life we go ! " 
In calm or stormy weather. 

My arm shall shield thee, love ; 
Until we land together 

On yon bright shore above. 



"§0& ilm i0tt/' 

Was it a dream that yesternight 

I saw distinctly, clearly. 
The one who is my whole life's light, 

The one I love so dearly ? 
And that he spoke in whispers low, 

The while my cold hand pressing, 
The dear old words of long ago— 

The oft repeated blessing ? — 
' * God bless you ! " 

Was it a dream that once, once more, 

To me the joy was given 
Of meeting glances that of yore 

Made earth for me a heaven ? 
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That as his eyes gazed into mine 
They spoke true love's caressing, 

And seemed to echo back the chime 
Of that low murmured blessing ? — 
** God bless you! " 

Was it a dream, that music sweet 

Around me seemed to hover, 
As, half afraid his glance to meet, 

I listened to my lover ? 
It was no dream, so grief took flight, 

Before his tone's caressing. 
And joy came back to me last night, 

"With my true lover's blessing, 
" God bless you ! " 
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SONG. 

I GAZE upon the strings, which to me are living things, 

And methinks amidst their murmurs I can ev'ry word descry : 
Oh, listen to that moan, it is " Come to me, mine own, 

I am sitting here in anguish, love, to watch our baby die." 
Oh, the voices of the wires, the working, busy wires ! 

Do you ever hear them, citizen, upon a Summer's day ? 
As time you bHthely pass, lolling in the scented grass, 

Do you listen to the telegraph, and know what it would say ? 

Hark ! now with festive glee, it is whispering to me, 
And these are the words it carries on in swift and tireless 
flight : 

" Come quickly, all of you, Minnie, John, and Harold too, 
For we have a jolly party here — A ball to-morrow night !" 
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Oh, the voices of the wires, the working, busy wires ! 

Do yoa ever hear them, citizen, upon a Summer's day P 
As time you blithely pass, lolling in the scented grass, 

Do you listen to the telegraph, and know what it would say? 

'T has changed its notes again, and I hear, with deepest pain. 

Of an accident that's happened — it might be upon the line ; 
The wires they tremble still, with those messages of ill, 

That will lade with ^ef and sorrow many hearts this 
Summer-time. 
Oh, the voices of the wires, the working, busy wires ! 

Do you ever hear them, citizen, upon a Summer's day P 
As time you blithely pass, lolling in the scented grass. 

Do you listen to the telegraph, and know what it would say ? 

We're thankful for the boon, that can carry thought so soon ; 

But oh, little do we ponder, as we watch the wires vibrate. 
That quicker than the blast, there's a message rushing past. 

That will carry joy or sorrow to the humble or the great. 
Oh, the voices of the wires, the working, busy wires ! 

Do you ever hear them, citizen, upon a Summer's day P 
As time you blithely pass, lolling in the scented grass. 

Do you listen to the telegraph, and know what it would say P 



We'ee bidding it good bye, dear wife, 

"We must no longer stay. 
For the old farm is another's — 

From us 't has passed away. 

We here have dwelt together, Eate, 
Well-nigh on three-score years. 

Which have been mostly happy ones, 
Though sometimes marked with oaies. 



In yonder room sweet Nell was bom, 
'Neath yonder trees she played ; 

But she has left ns long ago, 
To sleep beneath their shade. 

'Twas here onr Katie saw the light, 

Full twenty years ago ; 
She, too, has gone away, dear wife, 

But where we do not know. 

It is our greatest grief, my love, 

But we can only pray, 
That God will guard our erring one 

Wherever she might stray. 

There's Stuart still is left us, wife. 

Our blessing and our joy. 
And we'd always meant to leave, wife. 

The old farm for our boy. 

Still God has willed it otherwise. 
And 'neath His will we bend ; 

Nor do we doubt the graciousness 
Of our Almighty Friend. 

"We've climbed life's hill together, love, 
With age our forms are bent : 

It cannot matter where, dear love. 
Our last few years are spent. 

But still it is with heavy hearts 

We take a last farewell. 
Of the old Farmhouse so dear, and 

The grave of little Nell. 



\ 



172 TO E. D., FEOM I. T. 



%a €♦ i,, txm I. %. 

Theee is music in the brooklet, 

As it gambols 'neath the trees ; 
There is music, sweetest music, 

In the murmur of the breeze ; 
There is music, deepest, grandest. 

In the rolling of the wave. 
As it rushes, dashes, crashes 

O'er the sailor's lonely grave ; 
But the music of thy voice, love. 

Is more sweet by far to me. 
Than the ripple of the brooklet, 

Or the dashing of th» sea. 

There is beauty in the sunshine. 

There is beauty in the show'rs ; 
There is beauty in the mountains. 

There is beauty in the flow'rs ; 
There is beauty, solemn beauty ,- 

In the glistening midnight skies. 
When the bright stars glint and sparkle. 

Like a throng of angels' eyes ; 
But to me there is no beauty. 

In all England's bonnie isle. 
Like thine own sweet sunny face, love, 

And thy gentle, winning smile. 

Oh, then wonder not, my dearest, 

I would claim thee for my own, 
I would have thy tongue's rich music 

FaU upon mine ear alone ! 
'Twas thy beauty first enslaved me, 

Other beauty far above ; 
But it was thy goodness^ darling. 

And that only made me love. 
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Ah, then turn not coldly from me, 
Nor bid ev'ry bright hope fly, 

Life were joyless, love, without thee, 
But for thee 'twere joy to die. 



it "\yHY art thou so lonely, oh, Laurie I 
Art thou not mine own love at last ? 

Then why are thy thoughts ever dwelling 
So sad on the long ago past ? 

I know that thine heart is another's ; 

I know that thy love is not mine ; 
I'm meaning to win it though, Laurie, 

If thou wilt but give me the time. 

Nay, cease thy reproaches, my sweetest ; 

Why tell me my riches have paid 
The price of thy statuesque beauty, * 

My peerlessly beautiful maid ? 

I know that he wooed thee, my darling ; 

I hate him — aye, e'en to this day. 
For you love him — ^you love him — my Laurie ; 

Oh, must it be ever so ? Say. 

'Tis useless, mine own, thus upbraiding. 
The past will return never more ; 

Nor bring back the dark handsome lover 
Thy mother dismissed as too poor. 

/love thee, my darling, I love thee ; 

Far dearer art thou than my life ; 
Tongue could not my joy be expressing 

Each time that I title thee wife. 




Nay, turn not away, love, thus coldly, 
Full light wedlock's fetters shall lie ; 

But, Laurie, Fd have thee remember 
Pm ihin$y and none owns thee but I, 

The costliest gems shall bedeck thee ; 

Thy home is both lordly and fair ; 
And I will be lowliest vassal 

Delighted to wait on thee there. 

And all I will seek lor my guerdon 
WiU be but the sweet sunny smQe, 

With which thou rewardest the meanest 
To whom thou giVst trouble or toil." 

In Tain was the husband's petition. 
He could not her sorrow remove ; 

like a bird in its bright gilded prison. 
She pined for her dark handsome love. 

Alone for long hours she would wander. 
Her beautiful gardens among ; 

Nor heed the sweet scent of the flowers. 
Nor hear the bird's exquisite song. 

She'd cry in her passionate anguish, 
" Return, oh my darling, to me, 

I'd cast aside riches and jewels. 
Thine own as in past time to be. 

Come back to the heart that is breaking. 
Gome back, and whatever betide. 

The fate that once severed us, darling. 
Shall tear me no more from thy side. 

The man who has bought me is loathsome. 
And her I call mother 1 hate ; 

She sold me to gem bedecked splendour^ 
To reign in this desolate state." 
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Oh, surely some demon had hearkened, 
Had echoed her words of despair, 

And brought back her dark handsome lover, 
In person to answer her pray'r. 

She flew to his arms, nor one moment 
Gave thought to the terrible shame, 

To which she had doomed the fond husband. 
Who'd given her riches and name. 

They fled, and for weeks the whole country 
Was searched by her husband in vain. 

He felt that the face of his Laurie, 
He never should geize on again. 

He left the old castle for ever. 
The gardens all went to decay ; 

A curse seemed to rest on the dweUing, 
O'er which the fair Laurie held sway. 

We'll draw back Time's curtains a little. 
And take for one moment a peep ; 

'Tis night, and the hum of the city 
Is hushed in the quiet of sleep. 

Hark ! list to the voice of the river, 
And watch that slight flgure draw nigh ; 

Yes, surely, the words that she utters. 
Are, " Husband, forgive me ! — I die ! " 

A splash, and the cold waters ripple 

As quietly on as before ; 
We'll hope that her sins are forgiven, 

For sake of the dread evermore. 



X 
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g ^tbJth. 



" Come, look at my gems," said a lady to me ; 

" Such diamonds, surely, you never did see I " 

I never had seen such. They glittered and shone, 

Whilst spreading them out in the glare of the sun. 

My eyes ached with looking. I wondered if she 

Could wear them, and still could their brilliancy see. 

If so, I felt sure that her pleasure they'd spoil — 

Too much of one thing becomes always a toil. 

Then taking them up, she laid each in its bed, 

And turning to me, in deep pity she said, 

" I*m sorry for you, with no jewels like these 

To put on and look at whenever you please ; 

There's nothing to pleasure gives half as much zest, 

As seeing none else at a ball so well drest." 

I turned to her quickly, my face fall of glee ; 

" Come hasten," I said, " to my cottage with me. 

I own that your jewels are brilliant and rare. 

But mine you'll allow are more beauteously fair." 

As onward we walked, just to while away time, 

"We talked of these exquisite jewels of mine. 

At last we reached home. " Here," said I, " are my pearls ; " 

And I brought to her sight my four beautiful girls ! 

In amazement she viewed each fairy-like gem, 

And turning to me, questioned — " Did you mean them ?" 

I answered her, " Yes ; Gk)d has given me these, 

To look at and fondle whenever I please ; 

To be my companions — oh, exquisite bliss ! — 

To give love for love, and to give kiss for kiss. 

I know that your jewels are brilliant and rare, 

But mine you must own are more beauteously fair ; 

Tours might slip from your grasp at Fortune's dread frown, 

But mine I might look lor as gems in His crown !" 
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Oh, why should it be, love ! oh, why should it be, 
That none in the world must our happiness see ; 
That all the love vows which our lips would disolose, 
Must be under the rose, love, under the rose ! 

You say I am lovely of mind and of face — 
You worship the child of a far-away race ; 
But your friends and mine are the deadliest foes, 
So all our fond love must be under the rose. 

Oh, cannot true love greatest power command. 
Bid foes forget anger, as friends grasp the hand : 
Forgiveness alone true nobility shows. 
And puts aside cause for love under the rose. 

But cause or no cause, let the ecstasy live. 
That each to the other in love's kisses give : 
We've sworn to be true 'till life's journey shall dose, 
Then let us be so, if His under the. rose. 



%o ilgt 3rftm0 S^m. 



Farewell to thee, oh thou most wondrous orb of day. 
Passing behind yon heavy purple screen, 

Say, whither takest thou thy solitary way. 
That to our eyes it should be all unseen ? 

Oh say, why does so much of burning glory tend 
Thy downward going 'midst the shades of night, 

That we can only long to keep thee when thine end 
Illumes earth with such rosy floods of light ? 



"N 
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"We ask, why shewest thou thy greatest beauty last ? 

Is it that we should think with fond regret, 
Of friends, of love, of hopes long buried in the past, 

Whose memory only lingers with us yet ? 

Of Mends, who whilst they mingled with us day by day. 
Failed in our eyes to shew their priceless worth. 

It only shining out for us when they 
"Went forth for ever from this \Jfeary earth ? 

But thou may'st beam upon us yet again, oh Sun, 

Our loved ones too in majesty will rise. 
When earth is chaos ; when He says thy race is run ; 

And naught remains save life beyond the skies. 



J^arjefojell, but mi tssx z\stx. 

Bay, mother, is he coming. 
Draw back the blind again ; 

Say, must my dying prayer 
Be vain, be all in vain ! 

I only want to see him. 
To press once more his hand, 

Ere bidding you farewell, dear. 
For yonder far-off land. 

Fm weary, mother, weary. 
And would not linger here \ 

Although I love you dearly, 
Yet he was far more dear. 

And now he calls another 
His own, his cherished wife ; 

For me there's naught to gladden 
This sad and lonely life. 
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I'm sorry, mother, darling, 

To leave you here alone. 
But some time you will join me 

In yonder happy home. 

I only want to loiter 
A few short moments o'er, 

To say good hye to Royston, 
Though not for evermore. 

Now raise me up, my mother, 
That I might see the lane. 

Through which dear Roy will hasten 
Once more to me again. 

As I am dying, mother, 

It is no sin to prize 
The thought of once more gazing 

Into his sunny eyes. 

To hear his voice, so gentle, 

"Will be my latest joy ; 
God bless and make him happy. 

My noble-hearted Roy. 

List, mother, list a moment I 
The gate — I heard it click : 

" 'Tis he ! " my fond heart whispers, 
Go fetch him, bring him ! — Quick ! 

Draw nearer, Royston, nearer, 

The light is almost gone ; 
Go, leave us, mother, darling, 

I'd speak with him alone. 

A last good bye, dear Royston, 

Is aU that I would say ; 
And hope you might be happy, 

When I am far away. 

1S~2 




Oh fair, and sweet, and gentle, 

Is she, yonr bonnie wife ; 
The treasure Gt)d has given 

To bless your road through life. 

Please give her this for me, dear — 
Nay, take it, do not start ! — 

'Twas your first gift to me, Roy, 
This little crystal heart. 

I know that Mora Cashel 
Will prize this lock of hair. 

And more the bright-faced portrait 
That's e'er been treasured there. 

She will not look upon it 

As pledge of former love, 
But only as a mem'ry ^ 

Of one who dwells above. 

Oh, Roy, when Summer blossoms 
Shall throw their fragrance round, 

Shew Mora where Fm resting 
Beneath some humble mound ! 

Might be she'll drop a tear, Roy, 
To girljsh friendship true ; 

But she will never fancy 
That friend had died for you. 

Farewell, but not for ever ; 

When life for you is past. 
May He who calls me now, dear, 

Unite us at the last ! 

'Tis growing darker — dark — er : 
They call— oh, joy ! oh, joy ! 

Death comes to part us, darling, 
But not for e — ^ver — Roy. 
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J^arjetojell. 

Fabewell, Kobere ! Oh, look not thus on me ! 

Thy blue eyes bum me, scorch me — brain and heaxt ! 
For their wild glance I cannot, dare not see 

The future we must live so far apart. 
I touch thine hand ; oh think, Eobere, the last, 

Last hand-clasp that on earth we two shall know I 
An hour, 'twill count among things of the past. 

Say, yet whilst time remains — say, must I go P 
Oh, cold the path that lies so far out there. 

And cold the eyes that there shall meet mine own ! 
Say, must I leave the whole that makes life fair. 

And wander into regions all unknown ? 
Nay ! I was mad to ask ; no word of thine. 
No wish, no hope of all life's future bliss. 
Could keep me. Yonder world-wide path is mine. 

Whilst still thy feet must wander on in this. 
So be it. Many grooves run into one ; 

And it might be, though we two travel far, 
Our course shall yet across each other's run. 

Hope be our motto and our guiding star. 
Farewell, Robere ! Yon sun beneath the wave 

Is sinking fast. "We'll watch him taking flight. 
And in his track we'll make our fond love's grave ; 

There shall it rest, far from all human sight. 
To-morrow, at this time, thou'lt stand alone, 

Again will sink to rest the orb of day ; 
Watch it, Robere, and to thyself, mine own. 

Think " She is with me, though so far away." 
Let it be bond between us through this life. 

The sinking sun our thoughts together bring. 
When grief, oh love, in either soul is rife, 
We'll cast it down whence yonder rose tints spring, 

\ 
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0^ iMi our way with strengtli braced up anew 

IVL knowledge that we've communed each with each, 
lOL ^Mzt> and soul, and thought for ever true. 

Xbiat lore brings its reward, its precepts teach ; 
WUat it will bring to us, God knows — not we ; 

Rut hope shall whisper to our spirits dear, 
Lili^^a brightest days are left for us to see, 

K*«n as night's darkest hours proclaim morn near. 
F^kwwell, Bobere ! !N^ay, dash those drops aside ! 

What, weep ! A man ! /have no tears to shed. 
Ah» look not so ! I meant not, love, to chide. 

Perchance I envied, for my heart seems dead. 
I would away ; haste, haste, unhand me now ! 

Strength is o*er taxed, I thought that I could bear. 
>fay, kiss no more ! Each'touch upon my brow 
My very heart-strings seem to rend and tear. 
Look I look ! the sun is gone ; sunk 'neath the wave, 

Peaceful as child upon its mother's breast ; 
But oh, remember that he marks the grave 

Where we will cast our daily grief — and rest ! 
Once more, farewell ! Ah, stay ! 'tis better so : 
Fd bear that picture of thee in mine heart — 
Those pleading eyes ; those lips that frame " Don't go ;" 
I answer thee, " Oh, love, souls cannot part ! " 



"^xmiu^. 



^^^^hMW- 



Oh butterfly and birdie. 

Oh leaves upon yon tree. 
Oh breezes as ye wander 

Across the heaving sea ! 
I love to watch your beauty, 

I love to feel your touch. 
For Nature's true and loyal, 

And only she is such. 
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She brings the bonnie flowers, 

She brings the birdie's voice, 
She brings the cooling showers 

That make our hearts rejoice ; 
Her yearly promise given, 

She well knows how to keep, 
Brings sunshine straight from heaven^ 

In beauty earth to steep. 

We watch that beauty vanish. 

We watch the floVrs decay. 
We watch the Winter banish 

The Summer's golden ray. 
StUl, 'tis but Nature callii^ 

Her promise to unfold. 
By to our land recalling 

The season she foretold. 

Though snow-drifts light the gloaming, 

Though winds are bleak and drear. 
We knew that they were coming, 

'Tis Nature's promise here ; 
Spring buds with verdure swelling. 

And Summer's blossoms sweet, 
Are all of her foretelling. 

As seasons quickly fleet. 

Could Nature's silent preaching 

But touch the human mind, 
Truth? s faultless beauty teaching, 

What joy for aU mankind ! 
For those of us who've striven. 

With heart, and mind, and soul, 
To earn some promise given. 

Make it our future's goal. 



A 
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WHAT CAN IT BE? 



And when almost o*ertaken, 

We find our labonr vain, 
Life's hopes our hearts forsaken. 

Life's work to do again ; 
For thoughtless words onoe spoken, 

For heedless promise made. 
Life's brightest links are broken, 

Life's sunshine turned to shade. 

So as through life we wander, 

Let's pause awhile and think. 
On would-be promise ponder. 

Ere we have crossed its brink ; 
Not heedlessly cause sorrow, 

By unkept word or look, 
But strive sweet truth to borrow 

From Nature's silent book. 



m}jvA an it fo ? 



Li 



Oh, the sunshine is bright, so bright to-day, 

And the roses are blossoming fair ; 
The bird's song is-sounding so gay, so gay. 

Sweetest perfume is loading the air ; 
Each face I look at seems happy and glad. 

And so merry rings laughter and song ; 
But my heart, alas ! is heavy and sad. 

And for me time rolls heavily on. 
Ho ! ho ! heigh-ho ! now, now what can it be ? 

What is it that's going amiss ? 
Why should those faces show nothing but glee. 

Whilst nothing but sorrow marks this ? 
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Something's the matter with Nature, I'm sure, 

Though my friends say 'tis only with me ; 
But where all was bright and lovely before 

Now no brightness and beauty I see. 
'Tis true the birds sing, the sweet flowers bloom. 

And the scented breeze comes o'er the field, 
But 'stead of fair pictures they're laden with gloom. 

And so nothing but gloomy thoughts yield. 
Ho ! ho ! heigh-ho ! now, now what can it be ? 

What is it that's going amiss ? 
Why should those faces shew nothing but glee, 

Whilst nothing but sorrow marks this ? 

Can it be Johnny has taken with him 

All the beauties of mountain and stream, 
Nature to deaden the city's harsh din. 

Leaving me but its beautiful dream ? 
If so, 'twill return when Johnny comes back. 

For he says that whatever betide. 
That following close in roses' sweet track 

Shall be fair orange blooms of a bride. 
Ho ! ho ! heigh-ho ! now that's what it must be, 

I've found out now what is amiss : 
When Johnny comes back those faces' bright glee 

Will soon be reflected in this. 



Wht murmur, oh rebellious heart. 

Why be ye not at rest ; 
With that one thought wilt thou not part 

To soothe my aching breast ? 

\ 
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Why should his image linger where 

No dwelling would it claim ? 
Oh, cast it forth, nor treasure there 

One vestige of Love'.s flame. 

StiU, still thy beating, why thus thirst 

For one, but one dear smile ? 
Why bound as though the bands must burst 

That hold thee to thy toil ? 
Why dwell with anguish on the time 

When thou to him wert dear. 
When ev'ry thought of his would chime 

With that to thee most near ? 

Oh, weary, aching heart, know this ; 

Thy woes are naught to him ; 
Couldst thou have known his first dear kiss 

Thy sorrows would begin, 
Then ne'er his lips had touched this brow, 

Nor hand touched hand of mine ; 
Thou should' st as then be free : e'en now 

Sweet peace should have been thine. 

But never more — ah ! never more, 

Shalt thou that peace regain ; 
Thou canst not banish thoughts of yore. 

Nor kill one jot of pain ; 
For Fate hath said, ** This is thy doom ! " 

Thy love shall never die. 
Till heart shall moulder 'neath the tomb. 

And soul shall rise on high. 
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^, foottll^ J jco»I& §Ml for tbtx toit]^ t]^w I 

Oh mermaid, who dwelleth in coral caves, 
Far under the dash of the foaming waves, 
Whose life is from sorrow of mortals free. 
Oh, would I could dwell for ever with thee ! 

I stand on the brink of the shore to-night. 
Watching the shiver of silvery light 
That the moonbeams cast on the heaving sea — 
Oh, would I could dwell for ever with thee ! 

I can see thine home in my fancy's eye, 
The spoils of the ocean that round thee lie. 
But brighter than thought must their glories be — 
Oh, would I could dwell for ever with thee ! 

Long years pass o'er thee, and never a care 
Can touch thee, oh maid of the golden hair ; 
Thy life glides along 'midst laughter and glee. 
Oh, would I could dwell for ever with thee ! 

To-night I'm longing with sorrowful heart 
From earth and its wearisome griefs to part. 
To bury myself in depths of the sea — 
Oh, would J. could dwell for ever with thee ! 

Fallen for aye is my idol of love. 
Fallen as meteor falls from above. 
Vanished is earth's greatest glory for me — 
Oh, would I could dwell for ever with thee ! 

Methinks even now midst dash of the waves 
Thy voice sings aloud, " Oh, come to our caves ! " 
So from earth's sorrows I hasten to flee — 
Oh, mermaid, I come for ever to thee I 

JExit off the stage of Iffe, 
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%tmu to Igtx §n^hmk 

It was almost in my childhood 
That you won me for your bride, 

And you swore to love me dearly 
Whatsoever might betide, 

I was all alone and friendless, 
But a plaything in your sight ; 

And although I did not love you, 
I strove hard to do the right. 

You were tender, kind, and gentle, 
For four pleasant, happy years ; 

Then a dark cloud fell between us. 
And my smiles were turned to tears. 

Oh, the weary, weary moments, 

When I oidy longed to die ; 
When the years went dragging onwards- 

Years which once had seemed to fly. 

How I strove to draw you backwards — 
But in vain. I watched you sink — 

Yes, I watched you bow — a subject 
To that cursed monarch. Drink, 

Aye, you sacrificed your children. 
And you gave up stainless truth, 

When you tried to drag me downwards 
In the glory of my youth. 

But I bore it for those treasures 
Which my God had given me, 

'Till all human patience ended, , 
And so made me what you see. 
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Just a careless, hopeless woman. 

With no single aim in life, 
With a husband's title broken, 

To claim duty from the wife. 

Aye, the bridal links were severed — 

Dashed asunder by that blow ; 
You struck me once — oh, coward ! 

Would a man have acted so ? 

You forgot I was no maiden. 

Such as poet writes and sings. 
But a woman, through whose bosom 

Coursed the blood of ancient kings. 

Yes, a woman whom the people. 

Did they know that she was nigh. 
Would soon rally round in thousands. 

To restore her rights, or die. 

Think you, husband — think one moment, 

Would the creature I portray. 
Be a slave, and swear the driver 

To love, honour, and obey I 

She would scorn to tell the falsehood. 

Though her life should pay ; for No 
She would answer as I answer — 

Duty perished with that blow ! 
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%xnt% an % i^at| 0f a gvibamiit §00. 



" DON." 



Good bye, old friend, so it must be, 
No more long walks for you and me ; 
No more amidst the fern and beatber 
Shall we go search for birds together. 
Aye, they may rest in peace for you, 
My trusty friend, so tried and true ; 
For heavy lies the falling dew 
Upon your grave. 

Good bye, old friend, 1*11 not forget. 
Nor cease to mourn with deep regret. 
That allour fun and frolic's over. 
Our brush through turnips, beans, and clover. 
Where often, when the mom was dark, 
"We have together roused the lark. 
That, startled by your joyous bark, 
Its first note gave. 

Good bye, old friend, your vacant place 
"Will greet another of your race, 
"Who'll fetch my stick from out the river ; 
But as I watch my lips will quiver 
To think that you are gone for aye ; 
No more to work, no more to play ; 
Oh I sad for me this weary day 
That you should die. 

Good bye, old friend, whatever we love 
Seems first from out our path to move ; 
A horse, a dog we care to cherish, 
Is sure to be the first to perish. 
"Well, so it is, and such is fate, 
"We all must part, some soon, some late ; 
And so good bye to you, old mate, 
A last good bye. 
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%l^t %tittx% of tj^g i^ame* 

When daily 'midst the busy throng 

I see thy well-loved form, 
My fond heart quivers, trembles like 

Frail vessel in a storm. 
In vain I'd pass thee calmly by, 

I dare not raise mine eyes, 
To meet the searching gaze of thine, 

So like the Summer skies. 

The people call me cold and proud, 

They cannot see the soul 
Through which, like waves of burning fire. 

Deep passions surge and roll. 
They cannot read upon my heart, 

Deep writ in word of flame, 
Six letters which are graven there, 

The letters of tht/ name. 

They bum, they burn. In vain, in vain 

I strive to cast them forth : 
They cry aloud, " "We're thine, we're thine, 

"We're all thy life is worth ; 
For^speak we not of joyous hours, 

"When life was full of light. 
One golden, happy, glorious day, 

"Where never entered night." 

'Tis true, and so I clasp them close, 

Those letters, name of thine ; 
Though love within thy heart is dead, 

It still must live in mine, 
"When shades of night are falling fast, 

And pale stars faintly gleam, 
I take the walks we used to take, 

And fondly of thee dream. 
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I wander where the wavelets beat 

Upon the surf- washed shore ; 
And in their music hear thy voice 

As in those days of yore. 
The breezes blow, I feel thine hand, 

I gaze upon the skies, 
And there within the stars behold 

The love that lit thine eyes. 

Oh, canst thou gaze upon those scenes. 

And give no thought to me, 
No thought to sweet vows breathed that night, 

Beside the moon-lit sea P 
To time, when life was one long dream 

Of bliss without alloy. 
And o'er its brilliant sun no cloud 

E'er passed to mar its joy ? 

I know not. Yet I sometimes think 

A shade of sad regret 
Floats o'er thine eyes and shows that love 

Has not quite perished yet. 
*Tis then my heart so madly throbs, 

*Tis then I feel the flame. 
That bums, that bums those letters in. 

The letters of thy name. 




I AM going far away, Willie, 
Across the pathless sea ; 

I am leaving home for aye, "Willie, 
And oh, I'm leaving ^ee. 
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For although we have not spoken 

For so many weary years, 
Though thy dear love vows are broken 

And my smiles are turned to tears, 
"We have daily seen each other, 

And mine eyes have sought thine own, 
For in vain I've tried to smother 

Love that still is thine alone. 
But now I am going away, Willie, 

Across the pathless sea, 
I am leaving home for aye, "Willie, 

And oh, I'm leaving thee. 

"Will thy thoughts to me be turning 

With one feeling of regret, 
With the slightest, faintest yearning 

That our love were living yet ; 
When the old familiar greeting. 

Though so dumb, has passed away, 
And no more shall be the meeting 

"Which has blessed for me each day ; 
When the news from strangers hearing, 

That the one so dear of yore 
Gallant ship is swiftly bearing 

To a distant foreign shore ? 
For I'm going far away, Willie, 

Across the pathless sea, 
I am leaving home for aye, Willie, 

And oh, I'm leaving thee. 

Though we're parting here for ever. 

Though this meeting is the last. 
Yet no lapse of time can sever 

My memory from the past. 
And although I pray my sorrow 

Might not always be as keen. 
That some comfort I might borrow 

From each new and varied scene ; 
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Yet believe me, oh my darling, 

That my love will never die ; 
So God bless and guard thee, darling, 

And unite ns by and by. 
For I'm going far away, "Willie, 

Across the pathless sea, 
I am leaving home for aye, Willie, 

And oh, I'm leaving thee. 



I LOVE to watch the shadows, 

And I love to watch the light. 
That chase each other gladly 

O'er the waving barley bright. 
'Stead of the dashing ocean. 

Where so many find their graves. 
Give me the barley billows, 

Summer's bright and blithe land waves. 
Ho ! for the waving barley, 

The laughing, happy barley ! 
I love to see so wild and free 

Land's ocean — ^waving barley.' 

In whispers soft and gentle. 

Hark, it woos the Summer breeze ! 
Anon it shouts a greeting 

To the tall and stately trees. 
Again, like sweetest music. 

The weary traveller hears 
The singing of the barley, 

And his onward course it cheers. 
Ho ! for the waving barley, 

The laughing, happy barley ! 
I love to see so wild and free 
(- Land's ocean — ^waving barley. 
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THE SWEETEST HOTJE. 195 



Now watch it bowing grandly 

To the blushing poppies there ; 
Sure, Heaven never gave us 

View of Nature half so fair 
As fields of waving barley ! 

"Well it pictures us the sea, 
"Without its fearful dangers ; 

Then the blithe land waves for me. 
Ho ! for the waving barley, 

The laughing, happy barley ! 
I love to see so wild and free 

Land's ocean — ^waving barley. 

List to the wild lark singing 

Loudly in yon azure skies ! 
His bed is in the barley, 

'Twas from thence I saw him rise, 
As if to take my message, 

To the Giver of the grain 
"Which forms the surging billows 

Of land's rolling, tossing main. 
Ho ! for the waving barley. 

The laughing, happy barley ! 
I love to see so wild and free 

Land's ocean — ^waving barley. 



Shall I tell thee the hour that is sweetest and dearest, 
The hour to thy Ronald, my darling, the best ? 

"When the long shadows tell that the even is nearest — 
The sun in red glory has gone to his rest ; 

"When the sweet forest warblers are silent and sleeping, 
And night's flowers wake from their peaceful repose ; 

\ 
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When the cooling breeze blowing and heavy dews weeping 
Calls forth the fall perfume of lily and rose. 

Oh| then meet me to-night, darling, down by the river, 
Whose banks we have trodden so often before, 

When the moon causes shadows to gambol and quiver 
The soft, silent breast of the clear waters o'er. 

I'm afraid thou'lt forget, so Fll whisper the story 

That never grows old in its cadences sweet, 
Though it breathes of no heroes or battle-won glory — 

Speaks but of one life that is laid at thy feet ; 
For what would life be couldst thou bid me to sever 

From thee, mine own treasure, its tenderest tie ? 
Why, the light of its beauty would perish for ever, 

And what would be left for me then but to die ! 
Oh, then meet me to-night, darling, down by the river. 

Whose banks we have trodden so often before. 
When the moon causes shadows to gambol and quiver 

The soft, silent breast of the clear waters o'er. 

'Tis pleasant in love's sweetest nothings to dally. 

But still I would own me a home and a wife. 
So I'll whisper to-night of that cot in the valley. 

Where with thee, my darling, I'd dream away life ; 
Where grass would be greener and flowers be fairer. 

If tended by one little lily-white hand. 
Of whose tender touches I too would be sharer, 

And envy no monarch t^iat reigns in the land. 
Oh, then meet me to-night, darling, down by the river. 

Whose banks we have trodden so often before. 
When moon causes shadows to gambol and quiver 

The soft, silent breast of the clear waters o'er. 
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Sing, birds on the branches, 

Sing, leaves on the trees, 
Sing, soft flowing streamlet 

And wild raging seas ; — 
Aye, sing on for ever, 

Your song is the same, 
Re-echoing only 

My Coralie's name. 

I hear it at dawning 

Of earliest day. 
When wHd larks rise trilling 

Their exquisite lay ; 
I hear it at noon-tide, 

When low at my feet 
The white wavelets whisper 

Their melody sweet. 

I hear it at even 

In songs of the breeze. 
As solemnly, sadly, 

It sings to the trees : 
Coralie, Coralie, 

It is but of thee 
That all Nature warbles 

In sadness to me. 

Whilst sobbing my anguish. 

The stars of the night 
Look down as if pity 

Had shrouded their light ; 
As if they would whisper, 

" Oh, she of thy love 
Is waiting thy coming 

In regions above ! " 
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Coralie, Coralie, 

"Wait, wait yet awhile, 
Till slumber is given 

And rest from earth's toil : 
When no more to battle 

With Life's stormy wave, 
I greet, oh so gladly, 

The peace of the grave. 

It will but be hiding 

The sorrow-bowed form. 
My soul, love, uprising 

Like lark in the mom. 
Shall meet thee, shall greet thee — 

Oh, Coralie, love ! 
To part with thee never 

In regions above. 



. Night's stars are beaming, 

Pale moon is gleaming. 
Marking with silver the breast of the sea ; 

White wavelets dancing. 

Music entrancing, 
Woos thee, my darling, to hasten with me. 

Else from thy pillow ! 

Over the billow. 
Swiftly my light bark shall bear us away ; 

Hear my appealing. 

Ere dawn is stealing 
Night's silver robing from yonder fair bay. 
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Moonlight is given, 

From highest HeaTen, 
Only for lovers, my darling, like us ; 

Whilst it is shining, 

Love's wreath be twining, 
Not let it waste all its radiance thus. 

Time's quicMy fleeting, 

I would be greeting 
All that is fairest and dearest to me ; 

Hear my appealings, 

Hear love's revealings. 
Fly with me, darling, far over the sea. 



je lart* 



Good night, sweet love, good night, 

The stars look down — 
Those gems of radiance bright 

In Heaven's crown : 
They see me kiss thy brow, 
Bead *' from my heart " 
Comes ev'ry fervent vow, 

Breathed ere — ^we part. 

Good night, sweet love, good night, 

On yonder sea 
My vessel, trim and tight, 

Is waiting me : 
This is our last fareweU, 

Ere, love, I start. 
But not for long, ma beUe^ 

My own — we part. 
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Good night, sweet love, good night, 

From yonder dome 
The moon will cast her light 

On both, my own ! 
Oh, let each silv'ry ray, 

Each Heav'n-sent dart, 
Cause thoughts of me away, 

For now — ^we part. 

Good night, sweet love, good night, 

Mine, only mine ; 
As years in winging flight, 

"Will prove me thine. 
Let love thy bosom fill. 

As thou mine heart ; 
Be faithful, sweet, until 

No more— we part. 



^ktti Hag. 



I BECEiVEi) your long letter from over the sea, 
With good news of the friends true and dear. 

And the picture of home which you painted for me, 
Brought each scene to my memory clear. 

The brook where we used to catch minnow and trout. 
And the field where we romped in the hay, 

The old bam which has echoed our merriest shout, 
And the hedges all white with sweet May, 
Sweet May, and the hedges all white with sweet May. 

I saw the long swing which we fastened for NeU 

To the bough of that jolly old oak ; 
The bucket in which I went down in the well — 

Ha I ha ! ha ! what a capital joke ! 
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I saw the old bull as he stood at the gate — 
You remember that hot sunny day — 

How he caused us for Jock with his cudgel to wait, 
When the hedges were white with sweet May, 
Sweet May, when the hedges were white with sweet May. 

I saw the old homestead with wide o^en door. 

And the hives as they stood in a row, 
The arbour which ivy had smothered all o'er, 

And the cherry bloom all in full blow. 
I saw the old thrushes still building their nest. 

And the garden with Spring flowers gay ; 
But beyond them I saw what I ever liked best— 

The hedges all white with sweet May, 

Sweet May, the hedges all white with sweet May. 

Though thousands of miles now divide me from home. 

And between us roll wild raging seas, 
Yet soon I shall traverse their billowy foam 

For old England, her valleys and leas. 
When the foliage grows scarlet and yellow out here. 

And the Autumn winds blow o*er the bay, 
I shall find in dear England the Spring of the year. 

And the hedges all white with sweet May, 

Sweet May, and the hedges all white with sweet May. 



What say the foam-covered wavelets to-night ? 
What say the stars in their radiant light ? 
What says the moon as she smiles on the sea ? — 
" Haste forth, little May, Ms waiting for thee." 



^i 
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What says the lark at the dawning of day ? 
What say the dew-drops whilst melting away ? 
What say the breezes that come o'er the lea ? — 
" Haste forth, little May, he^s waiting for thee." 

What says the sun in his bright beams at noon ? 
What say the flowers he kisses to bloom ? 
What says the mnrmnring voice of the bee ? — 
" Haste forth, little May, he^s waiting for thee." 

What says the rest and the quiet of eve ? 
What says the voice that would never deceive ? 
These are the words that they whisper to me — 
" Haste forth, little May, he^s waiting for thee." 



A DESCRIPTIVE PIECE, IN TWO METRES. 

The moon beams bright o'er the valley, love ; 

The pale stars peep through the trees ; 
No sound is heard save in breathings low, 

The sough of the Western breeze. 
The world from its toil is resting, love ; 

Gone is the labour of day ; 
Looking to-night in thine eyes, sweet love, 

I chase all my cares away. 

Here is the road where we wandered, love, 

When I whispered soft and low 
A story which brought the blushes bright 

To the cheeks of a girl I know. 
I can see again the clear eyes, love. 

As so closely reading mine. 
My darling murmured in softest tone, 

'< I am thine, and only thine ! " 



TWO SCENES IN TWO LIYES. 203 



MeetoOy repeat me the sweet words, love, 

On mine ears they fall as new — 
And I swear, mine own, by the gleaming stars, 

This heart shaU ever be true. 
Hushed be the voice of the sea, sweet love, 

And scentless the Summer's flowers. 
If I wander in fancy or word from thee, 

My love of life's brightest hours ! 

What means that start ? Why clutch my arm ? 

Why turn so deadly white ? 
Why view with horror-stricken eyes 

The shadows of the night P 
I see — I see, a man's form rests 

Beneath yon ancient tree, 
If death's, my love, depicted there 

It is no place for thee. 

Go home — away — I'll to his side ; 

I wiU do all I can. 
What ! Thou wilt stay and minister 

To this lone stricken man ? 
God bless thee, child, God bless the hand 

That smoothes that wrinkled brow, 
That loosens collar, tie, and band ! — 

Ah, see he wakens now ! 

Nay, now weep not, Meetoo, dearest love, 

For the hour of danger's past, 
And he to whom thou hast ministered 

Hath aroused him up at last. 
Now we'U hasten home, my own sweet love. 

And joy in the Summer night. 
For the deed thy woman's hand hath wrought, 

'Neath glimmer of moonbeams bright. 
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Passionate kisses, a soft farewell, 

And the door hath closed between, 
With a clang that sounded like dreadest knell, 

For the joys that once had been. 
Oh, Meetoo, Meetoo, in coming years 

"Will fancy that scene recall, 
When thou and thy love restored that man 

And the bright moon saw it all ! 



Cold and pitiless blows the blast. 

Drizzling falls the rain, 
The people wait, the time is past. 

Why lingers yet the train ? 
That woman tries to bear it well. 

She paces up and down, 
And patience seems its tale to tell, 

Her broad brow wears no frown. 

A sound ! a cry ! What meant that shout ? 

She turned — she saw — she ran. 
Then on the platform knelt beside 

A fallen, prostrate man. 
" He's in a swoon," she heard them say. 

For many then were there ; 
They raised him up, and presently 

They placed him in a chair. 

She loosens collar, tie, and band. 

But still more help is nigh. 
And water falls from bounteous hand — 

A sob, a moan, a sigh — 
Then he awakes : the woman lifts 

Her eyes to those around. 
What ails her that she strives to speak, 

But still no words are found ? 



L 
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He stands beside her — he, the love 

Of long gone happy years, 
He helps restore the swooning man, 

His dear voice Meetoo hears. 
Oh, fate that stole his heart from her, 

Why thus increase her pain. 
By waking thoughts of fondest love 

That dare not live again ? 

She meets his glance — those dear, dear eyes 

Recall, as angel dream. 
The memory of vanished hours. 

And more than all one scene. 
In which a loved voice murmurs low, 

" God bless thee, love, to-night, 
For woman's work which thou hast wrought 

Beneath the pale moon's light ! " 

The vision fades, and the gleam of love 

Dies out of her eyes again. 
As she proudly turns away, and lo ! 

Advances the tardy train. 
Oh, Meetoo, ensconced in carriage lone, 

Hid from the eyes of the throng. 
One Ear's noting thy sorrowful moan, 

And the words " How long ? how long ? " 

But the toorU will see no glance of love 

E'er lighten thine eyes again, 
They'll watch thee in pleasure's circle move, 

"With no weary look of pain : 
The pride of the Spartan boy is thine. 

Though thy sorrow bring thee death ; 
The light of mirth in thine eyes will shine, 

Thou'lt laugh with thy latest breath. 

\ 



Though thy path from his is severed wide, 

As if ocean rolled between, 
Oh, to thee he must whatever betide. 

Be what he hath ever been ! 
Aye, what though foes have blackened thy fame, 

Thus taking his love from thee ! 
Thy love is true as when first he came, 

And sued it on bended knee. 



li 
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EoLL on, oh mighty billows. 

Your foamy spray toss high 
Above the brave and gallant. 

Who *neath your bosom lie ! 
What though your voices thunder, 

Or smooth lies ocean's breast. 
Nought e'er can break the slumber 

Of those who calmly rest, 
Where He who rules thy raging. 

Has bidden them repose, 
Till Heaven opes its portals. 

And life on earth shall close. 

Roll on, oh mighty billows. 

Loud let each bounding wave 
A requiem be chaunting, 

High o'er the sailors' grave I 
We may not plant sweet flowers. 

Their resting-place above, 
But know in ocean's bowers 

Repose the ones we love ; 
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That sea- weed forms their pillows,' 
That bright shells lie around — 

They're safe 'neath ocean's billows, 
As laid in holy ground. 

Roll on, oh mighty billows, 

Though ye in tempest rave. 
Your roar shall be out-thundered, 

"When life shall burst the grave ; 
Though ere Death's chains be riven. 

Long countless ages roll. 
We know that God and Heaven 

Still wait for ev'ry soul ; 
Then, though ye hold Death's fetters, 

Yet sundered shall they be ; 
And ye shall yield your victims. 

Oh ! billows of the sea ! 



%xnt Jrituir^iS^. 



Acquaintances are many to be met with as we go. 
But friendship true and fervent it is very few who know ; 
If you with wealth are loaded, then not one so dear as you. 
You're wooed as bees woo flowers, as parching grass the dew. 
Each bows to your decision, and you never can be wrong — 
The fool can rule the statesman, if his rent roll be but long. 
Whilst wealth on them he'll squander, there's not one fault in 

him. 
But losing wealth he finds quickly 'tis punished as a sin ; 
The ones who round him gathered in the zenith of his day, 
Now fail to see his greeting, for they look another way ; 
K he should ask assistance, just a berth to help himself — 
'Tis queer, there's not one empty, so he's laid upon the shelf. 
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So much for worldly friendship, that so easily can part ; 
It cannot claim connection with that friendship of the heart. 
Which, like the stars of Heaven, beams upon you just the same 
In poverty or riches, in obscurity or fame ; 
True friendship's like the sunbeams that will glisten from 

above, 
'Tis endless, all-enduring, 'tis another name for love. 
For love, I said — not fancy, which is fickle as the wind — 
For love, which like dead roses, leaves its fragrance still 

behind. 
Though friends might part in anger, it will be with deep 

regret. 
On hopes of future union will their hearts be ever set ; 
Though poverty oppress you, though the wealthy pass you by, 
Laugh, scorn them in the knowledge that True Friendship 

cannot die. 
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My Princess is fair, with large blue eyes 
That rival the bluest of Summer skies ; 
Her hair is in ringlets of shining gold. 
That seem all the sunbeams to catch and hold. 

My Princess is slight, and moves with a grace 
That matches in beauty her beautiful face ; 
She has tiny feet, and her snowy hand 
Seems made but for wielding a fairy's wand. 

My Princess is sweet, but a woman^ too. 
With a woman's heart, so loving and true ; 
No wonderful angel on earth is she. 
But more than the wealth of the world to me. 



My Princess is miney my beautiful prize, 
The queen of my heart, the light of my eyes, 
The love of my love, the life of my life. 
My Princess, my own, my beautiful wife. 



" Ha ! ha ! ha ! They call me Simple Sally, 

For watching on the mountain for my love, who'll come that 
way; 
But from its height I see our sweet tryst in the valley, 

And I shall catch the first glimpse of his boat in yonder bay. 
They say he will not come, but their falsehoods they might tell 

From the breaking of the mom to the fall of dewy eve. 
They heard us not when parting, but I remember well 

How he promised to return, and he never would deceive. 

Ha ! ha ! ha ! They call me daft and crazy, 
They say that years have vanished since the time of which 
I speak. 
And though I sometimes think my mind is rather hazy, 

'Tis clear on that one subject, or I know my heart would 
break. 
The Summer sun was shining, the bird sang on the spray. 
And the streamlet laughed and gurgled around the boulder 
stone, 
When Reggie softly whispered, * I am going far away, 
But I will return next Summer to claim thee for mine own.* 

Ha ! ha ! ha ! They say he's gone for ever. 

That no more his boat will venture to cleave yon waters 
bright : 
But no, 'twould be too cruel, Fate must fail to sever 

The two who loved so dearly that love was life's sole light. 
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It reigns within my heart, fond and tender as of yore, 
And, oh, shall I dare to wrong him hy thinking him less 
true? 

No, no, a thousand noes. So I'm watching from the shore 
For his boat to round yon tower, and burst upon my view. 

Ha ! ha ! ha ! They say that time in fleeting 

Has home away the roses that blossomed on my cheek : 
That E^ggie would not know — would pass without a greeting. 

For the hair is rough and gray that he left so smooth and 
sleek. 
But their tale I'll not believe, for if old Father Time 

Had robbed him of each beauty that manhood e'er possessed. 
Still my loving fingers midst his gray, gray locks should twine, 

And my head should find its pillow upon his withered breast. 

Ha ! ha I ha ! The snow is cold and biting, 

The pretty fairy snowflakes they are whirling round so fast ; 
They seem one moment dancing, another they are fighting. 

They are racing on to tell of the raging Northern blast. 
I'll wrap my plaid around me, and lie me on the ground. 

Where sweetest dreamy my Reggie, shall again thy form 
restore." 
So poor Simple Sally in her deep snow bed was found ; 

Let's hope she'd met her Reggie, to be parted never more. 



I HAVE watched for thee, my darling. 
As so oft I've watched before. 

By the stile that bounds the meadows, 
And upon the surf- washed shore. 
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But to me it seemed, my darling, 

With my heart so full of pain. 
That birds sung and ocean rippled, 

" He will never come again ; " 
And the hill that towered o'er me 

Echoed back the self-same strain, 
" Watch no more for Duncan, Mable, 

He will never come again." 

T have watched for thee, my darling. 

Through a mist of bitter tears, 
'Till the moments as they loitered 

Seemed to lengthen into years ; 
And the sun in glory sinking, 

Flashed the thought," Thy watch is vain, 
For thy darling has departed, 

And will never come again ; " 
E'en the Western breezes whispered, 

As they wandered o'er the main, 
" Watch no more for Duncan, Mable, 

He will never come again." 

I have watched for thee, my darling. 

Aye, and so am watching still. 
Though three weary years have vanished 

Since we parted on the hill — 
Since the time thy sweet caresses 

Strove to lull my bitter pain. 
Since thy voice in love's sweet accents, 

Said " I will return again ; " 
So my heart, those words believing. 

Shall re-echo the refrain, 
" Oh, still watch for Duncan, Mable, 

For he will return again ! " 



\ 
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The mom dotli break — awake, awake ! 

From dream-land haste again ; 
Ah, no, no, no ! bright sun sink low. 

Awaking is such pain. 

Oh lonely years, oh sighs and tears. 

Ye all had vanished quite ; 
AH gone was care, my love was there. 

In dreams with me last night. 

He held my hand in dear dream-land. 

He kissed my aching brow ; 
His words were few, but sweet and true, 

" God bless my darling now." 

Oh words of bliss, oh warm fond kiss. 

Ye linger with me yet ; 
Oh gleam of eyes that most I prize. 

What love in them I met ! 

Oh love long dead, oh joys long fled. 

Return, return once more ; 
Oh kindly sleep, my senses steep. 

And vanished hopes restore ! 

For love's sweet sake, fail, fail to break 
The charm of happy dreams ; 

I plead in vain, grief comes again, 
With mom's returning beams. 
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Remembee the time when so rosily dawning, 
The warm sun of love on Life's pathway arose, 

And its bright floods of light like rays of the morning, 
Which hide the nighf s shadows, hid all the world's woes ! 

Remember the time when we wandered together. 
Nor thought that a shade coxdd onr sweet bliss alloy. 

When daily there glowed for us Life's sunny weather ! — 
Oh ! wherefore came clouds their sweet bliss to destroy ? 

Remember the time when my cheek first caressing. 
Your lips touching mine in the bloom of my youth, 

Your dear head low bending to hear me confessing. 
My love was your own (and I told you the truth) ! 

Remember the time when you swore that I only 
Held sway o'er your heart or could ever hold sway. 

To you all Life's road would be cheerless and lonely. 
Unless you had me by your side on the way ! 

Remember the time when with blushing and trembling, 
I gave you my answer in words soft and low, 

No thought of coquetting, no thought of dissembling, 
Oh ! can you remember those years long ago P 

Remember the time when I laboured to smother 
The knowledge your sweet love had been but a breath. 

Your heart beat responsive to that of another. 
And the dream of my life lay silent in death ! 

Remember the time of our last bitter parting. 
The world was enshrouded in garments of white ! — 

/see, /remember, and tear-drops are starting. 
As memory pictures our farewell that night. 
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Most glorious sight to the eye is the breaking 
Of morn, when the sun in his glory is waMng, 
And touching the cloudlets with Nature's fine brushes, 
They look like a maiden's cheeks covered with blushes. 

Oh, sweet is the perfume of Summer's wild blossoms, 
"With dew-drops like tears lying deep in their bosoms ; 
Can children of Nature one song be more prizing 
Than that of the lark in his early uprising ? 

The brook to the mom giyes its tenderest greeting. 
And seems to rejoice at the night's shadows fleeting ; 
The grass, with the earth's purest fragrance is blending ; 
All Nature to mom fairest beauties are lending. 

Its music is heard from the wild woodland cover. 
The song of the thrush and the cry of the plover, 
The dove to his mate answers cooing with cooing, 
The beasts in the farmyard are bleating and lowing. 

Oh, Nature is lovely ! to think less were treason ; 
In Winter, in Summer, in every season. 
At mid-day, at midnight, but give me the morning. 
For Nature is sweetest at earliest dawning. 



Oh, meet me to-night, my darling. 
When the sun has sunk to rest. 

When the cushat dove has nestled 
Her head in her downy breast ; 
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Wlen silence lies on the woodlands, 
Save for the nightingale's aong, 

And the ripple o[ the Btroamlet 
As it softly glides along ! 

Oh, meet me to-night, my darling, 

Down by the old meadow stile, 
"WTien the world is calmly resting 

From the burden of its toil ; 
IVhen stars in their silver radiance 

Look down from their home above, 
And the Summer wind's sweet maaio 

But whispers of jay and love ! 

Oh, meet me to-night, my darlingj 

Wlien the pale moon brightly weaves 
Fair pictures of wood and eaetle. 

Fair pictures of waving leaves ; 
But the brightest, fairest picture 

On which she tfl-nig^ht can smile 
"Will be thy sweet face, my darling, 

"Watching for me at the stile. 



«5t Satit Sill in Srartt of a llaafelloto. 



YoTT bonnie little wavelets, 

Shimmering on the sea, 
I vish you would oome hither, 

And have a game with me, 
Mamma says yon are talking. 

And this is what yon saj : 
" Oh, little girl, we're working-, 

And cannot stop to play." 



t 
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White gull, you fly a distance 

The silver wavelets o'er ; 
Stoop down, I'll tell you softly 

A tale of fairy lore. 
" No, little girl, I'm hast'ning 

"With dinner to my mate ; 
I cannot stop to listen, 

Or else I shall be late." 

Oh dear ! how very tiresome ! 

But here comes Mr. "Wind, 
In you I'm very certain 

A playfellow to find. 
" Ah ! no, my little lady, 

I've lots of things to do, 
And so I cannot linger 

To romp about with you." 

I'll play with you, then, sea-weeds, 

You have not any work. 
Or if you have you're resting, 

And duty mean to shirk. 
" "We beg your pardon, missie ; 

We're lying on the sand 
Till men our branches carry 

To help enrich the land." 

Now, this is very funny ! 

I wonder is it true 
That all things are created 

Some work on earth to do ? 
Wave, gull, wind, sea- weed answer' d, 

" True I little lady ? Yes; 
We're bidden by our doings 

This world to curse or bless." 



IF I WEEE 1 



Then I raiiat try my utmost, 

In coming days, to see 
What labonr is iatendod 

For little girlfi like me ; 
And what to me is given 

Moat eheerfully I'll do, 
For I must, bonnie waveleta, 

Se quite as good as yon. 



If I were a zephyr soft, love, 
Uom iint of the Sum.mer air, 

How fondly I'd linger round thee, 
And kiss from thy brow its care ! 

If I were a zephyr soft, love, 
In the glare of Summer's day, 

I would gently close thine eyelids, 
And thy tesr-dropa kisa away. 

If I were a zephyr soft, love, 

To roam through the Summer's heat, 
I'd wander o'er hill and valley 

'Till I rested at thy feet. 

If I were a zepliyr Boft, love. 
And thou in a dungeon pined. 

For thy oeD I'd leave a palace 
"With its light and life behind. 

If I were a Kephyr soft, love, 
I'd linger around thy brow. 

Until thy dear lips should 
" I know she ia with in« 



A 
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Watee-cresses — water-cresses ! 

Gathered fresh this morning, 
Almost ere the sun arose 

Heralding the dawning. 
All the world was still at rest, 

Lords and ladies sleeping, 
When I plucked them from the hrook, 

Where the dew was weeping. 
Water-cresses — water-cresses ! 

Who will come and huy them ? 
They are fresh, and sweet, and crisp — 

Ladies, won't you try them ? 

Water-cresses — water-cresses ! 

Oh, the way was dreary. 
Dark and cold, and distant, too ; 

I am very weary. 
But from these, my cresses sweet. 

Brightest hopes I borrow. 
That their sale will bring us bread — 

Sunday comes to-morrow. 
Water-cresses — water-cresses ! 

Who will come and buy them ? 
They are fresh, and sweet, and crisp — 

Ladies, won't you try them ? 

Water-cresses, water-cresses 

EVry mom I gather ; 
I've a sister small to feed. 

And we have no father. 
Mother left us long ago, 

So we keep together ; 
Hard I work in wet or dry, 

Never minding weather. 



■^ * • 



MABT HAPPY BETUKN9 C 



Water- oroaat'S— water- oresBes ! 

Who will come and buy thom ? 
They ara fresh, aad sweet, and oriap — 

Ladies, won't yon try them P 



Ssnj gajjB SAttKS «f i¥ i'S- 

" FouK years old, my boanie fay, 

Art thou thiH happy morning, 
We fondly greet thy natal day, 

Thrioe blessed be its dawning; 
And many, mani/ more, my pet. 

May future years be storing. 
That ne'er will bring theu one regret, 

Nor shew one dark cloud low'rlng. 

May life lie fair before thee, love. 

Devoid of care and sorrow, 
And faithful friends more faithful prove 

With ev'ry coming morrow ! 
But oh, forgot not, Cora doar. 

If storms around thee gather. 
To turn for help, without a fear. 

To our Almighty Father ! 

Ho placed thee here upon this earth, 

And fondly watohea o'er thee. 
But HtiU remember at thy birth 

He laid His work before thee. 
80, Cora, love, my earnest piay'r. 

Is that to thee be given. 
Thy Father's work on earth 

Then share His home iap 
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WxmM of tl^je |P«st 

Mat blossoms, sweet May blossoms, 

Ye fairest flowers of Spring ; 
What words, what thoughts, what visions 

To my memory ye bring. 

As thns I gaze npon ye, 

Lo, before my fancy's eye, 
A little white-robed figure 

Full of glee comes flitting by ! 

A blithsome, happy creature. 

To whom all things are fair, 
Who shows in ev'ry feature. 

That for her life has no care. 

How should it, when surrounded 
As she is by all that's bright ? — 

A mother's cherished darling. 
And a father's sole delight. 

Alas ! the child has vanished ; 

T no longer see her now, 
But in her place a maiden. 

With a grave and thoughtful brow. 

Yet 'neath it grey eyes flashing, 

Speak a stormy, angry soul. 
Through which, like ocean billows, 

Fiercest passions surge and roll. 

She stands alone, a captive — 
Captive P Yes, but ah ! that room 

Holds not the free-bom spirit 
Which has soared beyond its gloom. 
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Once more has fancy led her, 
Through the green and shady lane, 

To haunts of merry childhood, 
She will never see again. 

'Tis but a snowy flower 

Bids these happy thoughts arise, 
A branch of sweet May blossom 

That upon the window lies. 

Tears fast her eyes are dimming, 
And her pale lips slowly move ; 

These are the words she utters — 
** Give me only one to love ! 

I am so very lonely, 

Life to me is all so drear ; 

Mamma, why did you leave me 
With not one to love me here ?'* 

And sadly, night and morning. 
Rose the captive's wailing cry, 

" Oh, but for one to love me. 
Or in pity let me die ! " 

Again the scene has shifted — 
Now I see a woman's form. 

But bowed like some young sapling 
Touched too roughly by the storm. 

Her step has lost its lightness, 
And her face its winsome air ; 

Her eyes can claim no brightness, 
And her brow is marked with care. 



\ 
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She has prayed for love, and coining, 
It has brought her bitter shame : 

Far more than life is honour, 
And a maiden's spotless name. 

She knows, too, love will vanish — 

It is far too bright to last ; 
What will then be her future, 

When lovers counted with the past ? 

May blossom, sweet May blossom, 
She will never love thee more, 

For ye are linked too closely 
With those happy days of yore. 

E'en now, whilst bending o'er thee, 
She can hear in accents wild, 

Her own dead mother calling, 

" Oh, come back, come back, my child I " 

" Too late ! too late !" she answers, 
" For you cannot save me now, 

Naught e'er can move the sin mark 
That is branded on my brow." 

No more, no more. In mercy 

'Tis denied to mortal man. 
The sorrows of the future, 

In his wilfulness, to scan. 

Farewell, my sweet May blossom, 
Ye awakened all this thought ; 

May others learn the lesson 
That to Maud ye would have taught. 
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Lady, mine, awake, awake ! 

The midnight stars are shining ; 
The dueen of night, her radiance bright, 

Is round thy lattice twining. 
Awake, awake, for love's sweet sake. 

Arise from thy reclining ! 

Lady, mine, awake, awake ! 

The nightingale is singing ; 
The breezes free across the lea 

Their fragrant breath is flinging. 
Awake, awake, for love's sweet sake, 

To me blest rapture bringing ! 

Lady, mine, awake, awake ! 

'Tis now that love rejoices 
In murmurs low, its fate to know. 

Unchecked by worldly voices. 
Awake, awake, for love's sweet sake — 

Thou whom my soul rejoices ! 

Lady, mine, awake, awake I 
Canst fail to hear my pleading ? 

Or, hearing me, canst fail to be 
My earnest, longing reading ? 

Awake, awake, for Love's sweet sake, 
Love, but thy presence needing ! 
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^1^^ life's Jlj^pal. 

Foe years we've dwelt together ; 

Life's shadows and its sun 
Have clouded or have brightened 

The lives which He made one. 
But in Love's holy union 

Our hearts were never set, 
So, though we've dwelt together, 

We are but strangers yet. 

Ko words of scorn or harshness 

Between us ever pass ; 
But, then, between us never 

Play Love's sweet wiles, alas I 
So life is gliding onwards. 

One lasting, sad regret. 
To two who joined together 

Are strangers, strangers yet. 

We have no merry children 

To play about our feet, 
Or draw us closer, nearer. 

With voices soft and sweet. 
Though clouds have o'er us hovered, 

No sorrow have we met 
To battle with together. 

And so are strangers yet. 

We're only kind and courteous. 

As any two should be ; 
To you I act the lady. 

Yon, gentleman to me ; 
But let us in the future 

Our coldness all forget. 
And throw aside together, 

The thought we're strangers yet. 
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I HAVE a bouquet of most lovely floVrs, 

Five rare exotics that to me were given, 
To cheer me through this lonely vale of ours, 

And lead my thoughts to dwell on far-off Heaven. 

Scarce had the icy breath of Winter past. 
And violet proclaimed Spring's early dawning, 

Ere (as upon the wings of bleak March blast) 
My Mary came, first blossom of Life's morning. 

And she was mine, my very, very own, 

A priceless gift from Him, for me to cherish ; 
And though nine years since that bleak March have fiown, 

Not one joy born with her was born to perish. 

Then, soon to take her share of mother's love. 

Like fabled fairy in some world-famed story. 
My Edith (whom a gift of His to prove) 

Came with the July roses in their glory. 

Oh, sunny, laughter-loving, winning girl. 
May life's best joys alone lie stretched before thee ; 

Nor may'st thou find amidst its ceaseless whirl 
More grief than has in eight short years passed o'er 
thee! 

And thou, my four years' Cora, who shall speak 

The joy I felt at thee^ my blossom, calling 
My Autumn flow'r, that came the gloom to break 

Of sad October, when the leaves were falling ! 

Oh, may the month that gave thee to mine arms 
Prove to thy life no symbol of earth's sadness, 

But may He save thee from this world's alarms, 
And crown thy sunny brow with naught but gladness ! 

X 

Q 
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Scarce had the music of the joyful hells 
Proclaimed to us another year was granted, 

Than I, from my fond heart's unf athomed wells, 
Thanked Him for my sweet Flo, to earth transplanted. 

Oh, Florence, January hlossom, fair, most fair 
Art thou, my little three years' winsome treasure ; 

May He who gave thee life, keep thee from care. 
And hless thee, dearest, without stint or measure. 

One more have I within my houquet sweet, 
A laurel hright, amidst the frailer flowers ; 

My Rae, the music of whose hahy feet 

For me would turn dark cells to brightest bowers. 

He, like his sister, came to voices loud 

Of new year's bells, on frosty breezes chiming ; 

Sweeping from out my path life's darkest cloud, 
And shewing to my gaze its silver lining. 

Oh, Rae, my Rae, my noble-hearted boy. 
The pray'r for thee with which I weary Heaven 

Is, thou may'st grow a man in whom to joy. 
To whom truth, honesty and worth be given ! 

To whom all men may hold out friendship's hand. 
And women too might trust as in a brother ; 

Thus shalt thou be the glory of our band. 
And crown of joy to thy most doting mother. 
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Wl^t iag ^m i^artje&t 



SERENADE. 



The day has departed and night's stars are shining. 
Gone, gone is the bustle, the toil, and the heat ; 

And here, fairest maid, 'neath thy lattice reclining, 
I'd tell thee my story in melody sweet. 

I love thee, I love thee, and may this heart perish, 
Ere ceasing to give thee its innermost thought ; 

Oh come, be my bride, let the feelings I cherish 
Be cherished by thee, and my happiness wrought. 

Oh let not a frown on thy fair brow be blasting 
A life that is thine, that so wholly is thine ; 

No clouds of thy causing my lot be overcasting, 
Be mine, sweetest maiden, for ever be mine. 

May this be my right, and my tenderest duty, 

From every sorrow thy fature to screen ; 
Yon stars will for me lose their lustre and beauty, 

If thou bid'st me part with one tithe of my dream. 

Ope, open thy casement one moment, my darling, 
Let one word of hope from thy sweet lips take flight ; 

I hear it, I hear it, and bless thee, my darling, 
Go, join me in dream-land— good night, love, good night! 




g %abt ]^»8 xdnxnth ta m. 



Oh sing to me softly, waves, to-night. 
Sing of a future so fair and bright. 
For tears and sorrow have taken flight — 
My love has returned to me. 

Q~2 



\ 



228 MY LOVE HAS RETUENED TO ME. 

Buried this eve is the old, old pain, 
Never to waken to life again, 
Then sing, waves, sing in happiest strain — 
My love has returned to me. 

Gone is the anguish of weary years. 
Hushed are the sighs and dried are the tears, 
No more misgivings or trembling fears — 
My love has returned to me. 

The winds blow cold and the snow-flakes fall, 
And wildly the eerie sea-birds call, 
But Summer for me overlays them all — 
My love has returned to me. 

The leafless trees to the cold winds thrill, 
But verdure for me their branches fill. 
The scent of roses is round me still — 
My love has returned to 'me. 

No more shall I whisper, waves, to thee 
Of yearnings for rest beneath the sea. 
No more will my tale, of sorrow be — 
My love has returned to me. 

m tell thee, waves, what he said just now, 
The pale moon lighting his noble brow, 
" Miron, I'm true to our ev'ry vow ! *' — 
My love has returned to me. 

Then from the depths of his bright blue eyes 
Shot gleams of a love that never dies. 
Hushed from that moment are all my sighs — 
My love has returned to me. 

Blow on, oh winds, in your fierceness blow ; 
Enshroud all the world, oh drifting snow ; 
My senses no more the cold can know — 
My love has returned to me. 
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Then sing, waves, sing in your glee to-night, 
Sing of a future so fair and bright. 
Future that gleams with the old love light — 
For my love has returned to me. 



I*LL not forget thee, darling, 

When I am far away, 
Though Summers chase each other 

With bloom and sad decay ; 
Though roses fade, their perfume 

For ages will remain, 
And though we part, let mem'ry 
• My farewell words retain : 
1*11 not forget thee. 

I'll not forget thee, darling, 

Though oceans roll between, 
The life that lies before us 

And that which long has been ; 
My thoughts will oft be turning 

To thee from yonder shore, 
And thinking, ** Is she faithful 

To those sweet vows of yore ?" 
I'll not forget thee. 

I'll not forget thee, darling. 
Though fairest of the fair 

Their charms might be displaying, 
For roving eyes out there ; 



\ 
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The mem'ry of thy beauty 
Shall keep my fond heart free, 

That shall remain a shrine, love, 
For thee and only thee : 
I'll not forget thee. 

1*11 not forget thee, darling, 

To win thee wealth I go, 
And thoughts of thee will keep me 

From all of care or woe ; 
For thou my guardian Angel 

Shall be in ev'ry clime : 
Farewell ! and oh, remember, 

I'm thine and only thine ! 
Fll not forget thee. 



When Spring flowers blossom, in meadow and lane. 
When thrushes and nightingales warble again, 
When soft southern breezes blow over the sea, 
Oh then, Ronald darling, remember thou me ! 

When Summer-bom roses shall perfume the air, 
And the old forest trees their summer garb wear. 
When bright bearded barley waves high o'er the lea. 
Oh then, Eonald darling, remember thou me ! 

When Autumn leaves falling, thick carpet the ground. 
And the chilly winds wail with desolate sound. 
When gone are the flowers, and hushed is the bee, 
Oh then, Honald darling, remember thou me ! 
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When snow-drifts are lying on housetop and ledge, 
And fetters of Winter bind streamlet and hedge, 
When icicles hang from each verdureless tree, 
then, Ronald darling, remember thou me ! 

For Spring saw our love with its blossoms unclose, 
And Summer saw thine at its height with the rose. 
Whilst Autumn and Winter its dying could see, 
But still, Eonald darling, remember thou me ! 

Aye, e'en as the perfume of roses remain. 
When ceasing one vestige of bloom to retain, 
So love, though long dead, must in memory be, 
Then Eonald, my darling, remember thou me ! 



DEDICATED TO BARONESS BURDETT COUTTS. 

Peetty maiden, lovely maiden, 

God has made you fair and bright. 
To you given cheeks like roses. 

Eyes reflecting heaven's light ; 
And like Aureole of glory 

Is your brown or golden hair : 
Yes, sweet maiden, bonnie maiden, 

God has made you very fair. 

And we birdies know, sweet maiden, 
, (For we read your very heart). 
That you'll list to our petition, 

That you'll take the birdies' part. 
Sportsmen whisper how our feathers 
Are your greatest aim just now — 
Hats that are not thus bedizened 
Do not suit your snowy brow — 
\ 
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So they shoot us — spoiling thousands — 
Fancy what a gross abuse — 

Of the creatures God has given 

* For your pleasure as youir use. 

After all we cannot heighten, 
Cannot charms to Nature add, 

Cannot make your faces fairer, 
Or youir eyes more bright and glad. 

Fairy maiden, bonnie maiden, 

Listen to the birdie's pray'r, 
Deck yourselves in silks and ribbons, 

But our plumage cease to wear. 
Ocean's flowers lie about you. 

Wasting on the silver sands, 
Only waiting to be woven 

Into trimmings, by your hands. 

What can be more light and graceful 

Than the sea-weed*s feathered spray ; 
Work them into fairy flowers. 

Naught will look so bright as they. 
Think, too, of the ribbon weaver, 

Who must starve for want of work ; 
Sure you know not 'neath our feathers 

Deadly sin itself might lurk. 

Sin it is to starve a brother. 

Though you know him not, 'tis true. 
But by wearing birdies' feathers 

This is what each day you do. 
So, kind maiden, gentle maiden, 

Listen to our earnest pray'r. 
Deck yourselves in silks and ribbons. 

And our plumage cease to wear. 
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^obm "^zhhxtMt in ^zmt^ of Sillije. 

n TwiTTEB, twitter, twitter, twitter, 

Wliat a weary waste of snow ! " 
Seems to say sweet Robin Redbreast, 

As he hastens to and fro. 
He is quite as tame as ever. 

He is on the window-sill. 
And whilst peeping through the curtains 

Seems to ask for little Lill. 

Oh, my darling, precious darling. 

Can I tell him thou'rt not here ? 
That thy little form is lying 

'Neath the snow-drifts cold and drear ? 
Must I sa}' to Robin Redbreast, 

** With the flowers of the Spring 
Thou wilt see where Lillie's sleeping, 

Though she*ll never hear thee sing ? " 

Little Robin's watching, watching, 

"With his beady, twinkling eyes ; 
Refusing all my dainties 

WithJ^a look of wild surprise : 
Just as though he's really saying, 

" Where she's not I will not stay." 
Ah ! he's gone to look for Lillie ; 

Little Robin's flown away I 
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APRIL 2, 1877. 

Oh birdie ! sweet birdie, I bear tbee to-nigbt, 

And thoTigb fresb blows the breeze and stars look so bright, 

That visions of frost to our fancy they bring, 

"We know by thy voice it is Spring — it is Spring ! 

We're weary of Winter so sombre and cold. 
And joyfully watch the fair flowers unfold ; 
But oh, to our senses more exquisite still. 
Are the first ringing notes of the nightingale's trill. 

Thrice welcome art thou to our island again, 
We have longed for the sound of thy beautiful strain ; 
What music with thine in this world can compare. 
Sweet herald of all that is lovely and fair ? 

I hear thee, bright birdie, and fancy thy voice 
In floods of sweet melody bids us rejoice ; 
And gratefully join thee in singing the praise 
Of Him who has sent thee with sunshiny days. 

Aye ! welcome, sweet birdie, with Spring of the year, 
That follows the Winter as smile follows tear ; 
May sorrow-bowed hearts hear thy message to-night, 
And know that it bids them have faith in His might ! 

In that might which is great to create or destroy. 
To chasten with grief or reward with pure joy ; 
Aye ! birdie, might they as they hear thy voice ring. 
Think ** Pain is our Winter, but He'll send us Spring." 



i 
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Oh, I hear the bells, my darling, 

Ab we heard them both that night, 
When they pealed across the valley. 

Where the snow lay cold and white. 
And they told of Merry Christmas, 

Merry, spite of our farewells ; 
Say, how could your gladness mock us 

Thus, ye happy, happy bells ? 

Oh, I hear the bells, my darling, 

As they ofttimes used to ring 
Loud across the happy valley, 

When our love was in its spring. 
And when side by side we wandered 

Through the woods and mossy dells. 
Whilst our happy laughter echoed 

The sweet voices of the bells. 

Oh, I hear the bells, my darling, 

But they tell me 'tis a dream ; 
And I know my baxk is heading 

For Eternity's broad stream. 
But methinks, across the channel 

There perchance my loved one dwells, 
And his voice so sweetly singing, 

Makes the music of the bells. 

Oh, I hear the bells, my darling, 

And my senses they enthral. 
For they speak to me of Heaven, 

Of the home prepared for all. 
As I think of thee love, waiting. 

How my soul with rapture swells ; 
See, I come, my swift flight winging, 

To the welcome of the bells ! 
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Mlsu H^ttJ^tt 2« iot t|^i Hast? 

Why mourn ye, maiden, for the long gone past ? 

Why thns in solitary sadness yearn 
For days whose happiness, so deep and vast. 

Can never more, no never more return ? 

Oh, try to feel Life's summer has not set ! 

For what is it worth living, if no smart 
Shall ever tinge its years with one regret, 

To try the strength of woman's noble heart ? 

We care not for the fruits that round us lie 
In plenty, to be plucked by ev'ry hand ; 

We should not like to dwell beneath a sky 
Which never cast a shade upon the land. 

And thus Lifers shadows do us good as well, 
When one by chance across our path is thrown. 

Though for awhile our hearts with sorrow swell, 
A lifetime cannot pass 'mid sigh and moan. 

So bid the thought depart from out thy mind, 
That love for thee can never live again ; 

That he, the false one, he of all mankind, 
Should hold the place that others ask in vain. 

Aye, maiden, chase the shadow from thy brow. 
Call to thine aid, woman's true armour — Pride ; 

Haste ! let him see his pow'r has vanished now : 
The past is buried, 'neath oblivion's tide. 

Yes, let him see again Life's rosy mom 
Above thine head, in all its splendour break ; 

Return his want of truth and faith — ^with scorn, 
Let him behold no mourning for his sake. 
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Long years stretch out before thee. Thou art young- 
Therein should lie great hopes of joy for thee ; 

If grief around us all its shadow flung, 
Where would the happiness of living be ? 

We know when clouds arise the rain-drops fall, 
Pouring refreshing showers on the earth ; 

So tears oft herald smiles ; grief like a pall 
Is raised to picture forth Love's second birth. 

Then revel in that picture ; let thine eyes 
Beam brightly, as in days of long ago ; 

And give thine heart — that great and peerless prize — 
To one who'll never cause it throb of woe. 



®nx ^atj^iel 



Talk of sunshine beaming, gleaming. 

Talk of merry wild bird's song, 
Talk of streamlet's rippling music. 

As it softly glides along ; 
Whisper of earth's fairest beauty 

That is now or e'er has been. 
In our eyes 'twill lose its lustre 

By the side of sweet Kathleen — 
Our Kathie ! 

Like bright sunshine is the breaking 
O'er her face of smiles so sweet. 

And her voice is like the thrush's. 
As he hastes the mom to greet ; 
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Rose-buds are not half so dainty 
As her pouting lips, I ween, 

When we strive a kiss to pillage 
From our bonnie wee Kathleen — 
Our Kathie ! 

But wee Kathie's very chary 

Of those kisses which we prize. 
For she laughs, and kicks, and struggles, 

Fills the air with merry cries, 
Till she gives in like a lady. 

Does our winsome fairy queen— 
Our loving sweet girl-baby, 

Bonnie, azure-eyed Kathleen — 
Our Kathie ! 

May He who gave us Kathleen 

Guard our treasure from above ; 
May she ever find protection 

In His mighty, boundless love ; 
May she be His faithful servant 

Through all this life's troublous scene, 
So at last His gates shall open 

To receive our sweet Kathleen — 
Our Kathie ! 



lis ^mt is ^ilmt naia, 

BiBDiE, birdie, cease thy singing ! 

Wherefore, flowers, do ye blow P 
Sounds and sights for ever bringing 

To my heart its bitter woe. 



HIS VOICE IS SILENT NOW. 239 

Birdie, birdie, thou wert trilling 

From tlie branches of yon tree, 
When /listened, oh, so willing, 

To the tale he breathed to me. 
Flowers blooming in the valley, 

So ye blossomed on that eve. 
When he caused me here to dally. 

Vowing he would ne'er deceive. 
High above, the moon was beaming. 

And she heard his ev'ry vow ; 
Still her pale, soft light is gleaming, 

But his voice is silent now. 

Streamlet, streamlet, cease thy flowing ! 

Cease thy music, rustling leaves — 
For ye add (without the knowing) 

Deeper grief to her who grieves ! 
Streamlet, thou wert onward gliding 

Through thy bed with murm'ring song. 
When my love with me abiding, 

Watched thy course these banks along ! 
Leaves, green leaves, ye rustled o'er us, 

As he whispered soft and low. 
Of the life that laid before us. 

Of the joys my heart should know. 
High above the moon was beaming. 

And she heard his ev'ry vow ; 
Still her pale, soft light is gleaming. 

But his voice is silent now. 

Hide thy light, oh stars of heaven, 

Gentle breezes cease to sigh — 
Know'st thou not to thee is given 

Pow'r to torture such as I P 
For, oh stars, thy beams were glancing 

On my upturned face that night, 
Whilst his tones mine ears entrancing, 

Filled my heart with wild delight. 
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Thou, oh breeze, our brows caressing, 

Breathed sweet fragrance to my soul- 
Bore upon thy wings his blessing. 

Bore it to (he said) its goal. 
High above the moon was beaming, 

And she heard his ev'ry vow ; 
Still her pale, soft light is gleaming, 

But his voice is silent now. 

Silent, oh ye birds and flowers. 

Streamlet, leaves upon yon tree ; 
Silent, for within these bowers 

Never more 'twill sound for me ; 
Silent, stars and gentle breezes. 

Silent, but for me alone — 
Other eyes his fancy pleases. 

Other lips he calls his own ; 
Little recks he of the anguish. 

Making life so drear to me, 
Still in sorrow I might languish, 

So that he himself ia free. 
So, though still the moon is beaming. 

Though she heard his ev*ry vow. 
Though her pale light still is gleaming. 

Yet his voice is silent now. 



Oh star, twinkling star, whisper to me to-night. 

And tell me a tale of those regions so bright ; 

I'd hear of that city so stately and fair, 

With whose beauty and splendour naught can compare ! 



SHE 13 NOW Hia BEIDE, MOTIIEE, 

Oh, apeat of that liver aa broad and bo deep, 
In vrhose waves fadeless flow'ra their bright petals at 
On who3e,banks without nnmher those fair spirits re 
And nothing is beard save the accontB of love ! 

Oh, tell of thoHe vales where no Winter has been, 
Those vales over ulothed in their emerald green ; 
The beautiful liilla free from. oBppinga of snow, 
Plain, river, vale, mountain, no mortal may know ! 

Oh, a|)eak to my heart of that musio so grand, 
That peala oa for aye iu that beautiful land ; 
Each angel whose harp with sweet melody rings, 
Aa tbey join in the praise of the King among kisga I 

Oh, whisper, bright star, of that wonderful throne, 
To bo touched by the pure and sinless alone ; 
Oh, apeak to my soul, twinkling star of the night, 
And say — Hast thou, seen this most glorious sight ? 

For, surely, a window of Heaven art thou ; 
An eye shining bright 'neath ita radiant brow ; 
A gem of that land I am longing to see. 
Then whisper, oh star, of its glories to me I 



S|t is aoJ) lis Sriira, Sotjtr. 

Phat ope the casement, mother, 

That I might hear the beUs, 
"Whose sweet and tuneful muBio 

Some life's new dawning teUa. 
'Tis hers, oh mother, darUng, 

She's afanding by hia side> 
He vows to love her dearly, 

An d she la now his bride I 
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Aye, she is now his bride, motker, 
Her gbry I would see, 

Bat I am dyi^g fast, mother, 
And so that cannot be I 

Nay, weep not thus, dear mother. 

For I am happy now ; 
I oonld not live on knowing 

His kisses warmed her brow ; 
For, oh, I love him dearly — 

How dearly none can tell ; 
I cannot lire without him. 

So, mother, fare thee well ! 
For she is now his bride, mother. 

Her glory I would see, 
Bat I am dying fast, mother, 

And so that cannot be ! 

fi^ak gently to my Jamie 

When you two meet again. 
And tell him I forgave him 

For aU my hours of pain ; 
And prayed that pretty Ethel 

"Would make a loving wife. 
That God would shower blessings 

Upon their future Ufe. 
For she is now his bride, mother. 

Her glory I would see. 
But I am dying fast, mother. 

And 80 that cannot be ! 
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OR, "write me a LETreR." 

I AM very lonely, Guardy, 

Thougli full gentle is their rule, 
But I have no friends about me, 

In tHs far-off foreign school. 
Now you said you'd send a letter. 

And, if short, still ev'ry week ; 
But in vain I ask the postman. 

Or for one the office seek ; 
I but get the self-same answer, 

Till I almost doubt if true ; 
Still, if so, I'd know the reason, 

So, pray write, dear Guardy, do. 

They are good, but I am weary. 

For no sympathy I find ; 
When we talked together, Guardy, 

It was mind that answered mind. 
For your words were plain and simple ; 

Like a child you spoke to me, 
Of the birds, the brooks, the flowers. 

Of the butterfly and bee. 
Here sweet Nature has no dwelling. 

Stately grandeur is their view ; 
But I long to hear of Nature, 

So, pray write, dear Ghiardy, do. 

You remember, dearest Guardy, 
That you said " away from me. 

Life that was to us so happy 
Very lone and sad would be ; " 

B~2 
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But I fear you have forgotten — 

Or you think Vye naughty been — 
Not to answer all the letters 

You have had from Little dueen. 
This will make the fourth I've written, 

Guardy, dear, indeed it's true ! 
So, pray write me but one letter, 

Just one letter, Guardy, do» 



^it %xih 0f ^amt ^aleotittje'^ fag. 

AwASE from thy slumbers, oh, Cora, my sweetest ; 

The night and its darkness is passing away ; 
Look forth from thy lattice and see, love, who greetest 

Thee first on the morn of Saint Valentine's Day ! 

No more from my darling will fate bid me sever ; 

'Tis but a short time that our joy can delay ; 
Then claiming thee mine love, for ever and ever, 

Our journey begins on Saint Yalentine's Day. 

Methinks even now I can hear the bells ringing, 
Their rapturous chimes seeming only to say, 

" Oh, haste to receive the sweet bride we are bringing, 
Ker life to commence on Saint Yalentine's Day ! " 

Aye, trust to me, darling, and free from aU sorrow 
Shall be the dear life over which I hold sway, 

And thou, love, wilt own that each coming to-morrow 
Dawns brighter than e'en this Saint Yalentine's Day ! 



^onp d il^t ^mam. 



Rejoice, oh rejoice at the heautiful voice 

That soundeth o'er valley and plain, 
That sings in the sky, in the breeze mshing by, 

" I am coming, coming again, 

Am coming again ! " 

It is Spring, it is Spring, the wild woodlands sing 

The beautiful legend of old. 
How Winter's cold breath, touching blooms to their 
death, 
Spring's coming has only foretold, 

Has only foretold. 

She's here, she is there, on the earth, in the air, 
She's loosened each streamlet and rill ; 

Uprises the grass where her fairy feet pass. 
And flowers crown every hill. 

Crown every hill. 

Aye, sky-lark, sing loud from yon azure-flecked cloud, 

TeU those who might listen below, 
That good news you bring, 'tis the advent of Spring, 

The farewell of Winter and snow. 

Of Winter and snow. 
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Shout ! little ones, shout ! in the fields run about, 

Make daisy and buttercup chains ; 
For sweet blossoms abound — will smother the ground, 

If childhood asserts not its claims, 

Asserts not its claims. 

Aye, little rook-boy, with your face fall of joy^ 

'Tis life Spring is giving to you ; 
The price of your hire will bring victuals and fire 

To those whose life comforts are few. 

Life comforts are few. 

Oh, sofb Southern breeze, sing aloud in the trees ! 

Oh, birds carol blithe on the bough ! 
Oh, beasts of the field, your dumb gratitude yield 

To Spring which is blessing us now, 

Is blessing us now ! 

Oh, human hearts, rise to yon radiant skies 

And breathe to that DweUer above 
Your incense of praise for the sunshiny days 

He sends in His infinite love, 

His infinite love ! 

Bejoice, oh rejoice at the beautiful voice 

That soundeth o'er valley and plain. 
That sings in the sky, in the breeze rushing by, 

<< I am coming, coming again, 

Am coming again ! " 



I 
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Flowees in the valley, 

Flowers on the hill, 
Flowers by the river, 

Flowers by the rill ; 
Flowers, bonnie flowers, 

Springing everywhere ; 
Telling of God's goodness 

And His loving care ; 
Telling of thy dawning, 

Happy, happy Spring ; 
That the trees will blossom. 

That the birds will sing. 
Buttercups and daisies 

Waking from their sleep, 
Ferns and soft green mosses 

From the hedgerows peep. 
Happy children's laughter 

Fills the fragrant air, 
"Welcoming thy coming. 

Spring, so bright and fair. 
Southern breezes blowing 

Over land and sea. 
Whisper to us softly 

Sweetest tales of thee ; 
How from lands far distant 

Thou hast come to ours. 
Bringing first the sunshine 

Then the bonnie fLow'rs ; 
Breathing o'er the meadow, 

Roaming through the wood, 
Ev'rywhere thou goest 

Telling God is good, 




Bidding us be thankful, 
And His praises sing, 

For that He hath sent thee, 
Happy, happy Spring I 



^ Mdtamt to ^^xiuQ, 

Thebe's not a single season. 

Throughout all the rolling year. 
Like Spring to bring us pleasure. 

After Winter cold and drear ; 
The latter (like deep sorrow) 

Hangs a paU above our head ; 
But Spring is like returning 

Of the hopes so nearly dead. 
Then let us give glad greeting — 

Aye, loud let the welkin ring 
With shouts of joyous welcome 

For the fair and bonnie Spring. 

The daisy has been sleeping. 

Folded to the brown earth's breast ; 
The buttercup has taken 

duite a long and peaceful rest : 
But gentle Western breezes, 

Floating high above them all. 
Have bidden them awaken, 

And they answer to the call. 
Then let us give glad greeting — 

Aye, loud let the welkin ring. 
With shouts of joyous welcome. 

For the fair and bonnie Spring. 



THE cuckoo's FABEWELL. 
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The trees with buds are covered, 

Trees so brown and baie of late ; 
The lark is blithely singing 

To his patient little mate : 
The perfume of the flowers 

With sweet fragrance fills the air ; 
Oh, God was very gracious 

When He made the Spring so fair ! 
Then let us give glad greeting — 

Aye, loud let the welkin ring, 
With shouts of joyous welcome, 

For the fair and bonnie Spring. 



Cuckoo ! Cuckoo ! 
Hakk ! the birdie calling, at the dawning of the day ; 
Look there, I see him sitting on yonder waving spray ; 
And surely Summer snow-storm has fallen in the night. 
For see beneath my window the hedges all are white. 

Cuckoo ! Cuckoo ! 
Hark ! the birdie calling, seeming loudly now to sing, 
" Your snow is but May blossom, last flower of the Spring." 

Cuckoo ! Cuckoo ! 
Hark ! the birdie telling us some tale that will not last ; 
His voice sounds sad this mom, as though mourning for the 

past: 
Oh, listen ! listen ! listen ! his notes now seem to ring 
Farewell, a last farewell to the beauties of the Spring ! 

Cuckoo! Cuckoo! 
" I usher in this morning the Summer bright and gay, 
Welcoming in sadness the last blossoms of sweet May. 



X 
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Cuckoo ! Cuckoo ! 
The bloom that's made the heidges with fiairy beauty bright 
Warns me I must hasten for thii year to take my flight ; 
1 cannot bid it welcome with joy sincere and true, 
For its coming only bids me say farewell to you. 

Cuckoo ! Cuckoo I 
I'm loth to fly away, but I know that it must be, 
Your Summer-time has come, but there's Spring beyond the sea." 

Cuckoo ! Cuckoo ! 
Hark I his voice is dying, as he flies across the lea. 

Cuckoo I Cuckoo I 



"Welcome, little violet, 
And yeUow crocus bright ; 

"Welcome, nodding snowdrop too, 
"With blossoms pure and white. 

This year you come full early. 
To whisper of the Spring, 

That soon o'er hedge and meadow 
A robe of green wUl fling. 

Of "Winter we are weary, 

Its never-ending rain 
Makes all so drear and sombre, 

"We long for sun again. 

For sun to gHnt and sparkle 
The forest trees among, 

For birds to warble sweetly 
Their early morning song. 
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For voices of the ohildren 

To shout with merry glee, 
As peeping from the hedges, 

The primroses they see. 

Oh, Spring-times, sweetest heralds , 

Oh, flowers fresh and fair. 
We thank Him that He scatters 

Thy beauties everywhere. 

We thank Him that 'tis given 

To e'en the very poor. 
To revel in the riches 

Of Nature's bounteous store. 

To them thy fragile blossoms 

The sweetest pleasures bring, 
Then heartily we welcome 

The flowers of the Spring. 



Thb Winter drear has vanished, 

Yes, vanished with the past ; 
The gay, the happy Spring-time 

Is bursting forth at last : 
The trees are thickly budding, 

The grass begins to grow, 
Hurrah for merry Spring-time, 

That banishes the snow ! 

Our pets, the birds, are winging 
Their flight from o'er the sea ; 

The violet its fragrance 
Sends forth from wood and lea : 
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The daffodils are waving 
As gentle breezes blow, 

Hurrah for merry Spring-time, 
That banishes the snow ! 

The primroses are peeping 

From hedges late so brown, 
The snowdrops have forgotten 

The Winter's dreary frown ; 
The merry lambs are frisking 

Down in the barley mow, 
Hurrah for merry Spring-time, 

That banishes the snow ! 

Now, children, to the woodlands. 

And view the pretty sight, 
A mossy carpet studded 

With flowers fair and bright : 
Shout loud with merry voices, 

(Pluck daisies as you go). 
Hurrah for merry Spring-time, 

That banishes the snow ! 



J SEE them in each flower, 
I hear them in each breeze 

That beautifies the branches 
And whispers 'mid the trees ; 

I see them in the hedgerows, 
I hear them in the song 

Of birds that carol blithely 

^ Those budding twigs among : 
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How full my heart's of gladness, 

I cannot even say, 
For sights and sounds of beauty 

That come with bonnie May. 

I hear them in the meadows, 

I see them as I pass. 
The low of large-eyed cattle. 

The springing of the grass ; 
I hear them in the streamlet, 

I see them on the bank. 
The rippling of the waters, 

The sedges rich and rank : 
How full my heart's of gladness, 

I cannot even say, 
For sights and sounds of beauty 

That come with bonnie May. 

I hear them in the laughter, 

I see them in the glee 
Of children cowslip hunting 

On yonder em'rald lea ; 
I hear them in the showers, 

I see them in the sun. 
That beautifying Nature 

Shews how His work is done : 
How full my heart's of gladness, 

I cannot even say. 
For sights and sounds of beauty 

That come with bonnie May. 

I hear them in the morning. 
When chanticleer sings loud, 

I see them in the dew-drop, 
I see them in the cloud ; 
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I hear them in the ey'iiing, 

When going to their rest 
The gentle dove coos softly 

To mate npon her nest : 
How full my heart's of gladness, 

I cannot even say, 
For sights and sounds of heanty 

That come with honnie May. 

I'hear them in the darkness, 

In nightingale's f nil song ; 
I see them in the heavens, 

Where stars like bright eyes throng ; 
I see and hear them louder 

In Ocean's mighty voice ; 
Oh, sounds and sights of May-time, 

Who would ye not rejoice P 
How full my heart's of gladness, 

I cannot even say, 
For sights and sounds of beauty 

That come with bonnie May. 



Rettten, sweetest Spring, with your beautiful flow'rs. 
Oh, haste to embower this island of ours I 
It's desolate now with its Winterly cold. 
We long for the sheen of thy purple and gold. 

We long for thy snowdrop so fragile and fair, 
Thy voilets' perfume to sweeten tiie air. 
Thy primroses pale from the hedgerows to peep,^ 
And daisies to wake from their long Winter's sleep. 
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"We wait the first notes that with rapture are heard. 
The trill in the woods of the shy robber bird ;* 
Cnckoo ! to our ears will sweet melody bring, 
For does it not herald your coming, sweet Spring P 

"We anxiously wait from far over the main, 

Our pets to return with the South wind again ; 

The trees seem bewailing the absence of song. 

From birds that are wont their thick branches to throng. 

The children are longing, with laughter and shout 
The green meadow grasses to tumble about ; 
Their little wee faces look wizen and old, 
And their poor little limbs are shrunken with cold. 

So hasten your coming, oh beautiful Spring ! 
The sunshine, the birds, and the sweet flowers bring ! 
And when you arrive our fair woodlands among, 
We'll welcome your visit with music and song. 



Out among the primroses. 

Out beneath tiiie trees. 
Laughing, blushing, whispering, 

Happy moments these ; 
Plucking at the dainty blooms 

Surely 'tisn't much. 
If, by merest accident, 

Fingers meet and touch. 



• The Cuckoo. 
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Out among tlie primroses, 

Just above the sea, 
Is there some one^s memory 

Wandering with me ; 
Spirit voices murmuring 

Sweet, and soft, and low. 
As among the primroses. 

Many years ago. 

Out among the primroses, 

Echoed by the birds, 
Sobs of anguish quivering. 

Few and saddened words ; 
Parting for Eternity, 

Kisses raining fast. 
Oh, does some one^s memory 

"Wander to the past ? 

Out among the primroses, 

I am sitting here. 
Pondering most mournfully 

O'er the time so drear, 
Since those sobs were wailingly 

Borne upon the breeze. 
From amidst the primroses 

O'er the lofty trees. 

Out among the primroses, 

Does his spirit come. 
Speaks in gentle whisperings 

To my heart alone — 
" I am with thee, ever sweet, 

Though so far away, 
Souls amid the primroses 

Meet in bonnie May." 
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A.FPLE blossoms ! apple blossoms I 

We are glad that you are here, 
For you bring us news of Summer, 

"With its days so bright and clear. 
Though the Spring is very lovely, 

With its flowers fair and sweet, 
Yet its winds are cold and biting, 

And its sunbeams quickly fleet. 

Apple blossoms ! apple blossoms ! 

Laughing in the Summer breeze. 
And sham snow-storms o'er us shedding 

As we rest beneath the trees : 
In your bud, or fullest blossom 

You are lovely in our eyes, 
Heralds sweet of bonnie Summer, 

With its blue and sunny skies. 

Apple blossoms ! apple blossoms ! 

Was there e'er so sweet a sight 
As an orchard in its glory 

'Neath the pale moon's silver light P 
Not to me, who heard a question 

'Neath the bloom not long ago, 
Question which I had to answer, 

And the answer was not, " No ! " 

Apple blossoms ! apple blossoms ! 

Linger yet upon the tree, 
That his hand might wreathe a garland 

Of your bloom that day for me : 
The sweet day that is to herald 

The bright Summer of my life. 
When I turn me from the altar. 

And he hails me as his wife. 
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Cuckoo ! Cuckoo ! 
The bloom that's made the hedges with fairy beauty bright 
Warns me I must hasten for IhiB year to take my flight ; 
I cannot bid it welcome with joy sincere and true, 
For its coming only bids me say farewell to you. 

Cuckoo ! Cuckoo I 
I'm loth to fly away, but I know that it must be, 
Your Summer-time has come, but there's Spring beyond the sea." 

Cuckoo ! Cuckoo ! 
Hark ! his voice is dying, as he flies across the lea. 

Cuckoo I Cuckoo I 



I 



Welcome, little violet, 
And yellow crocus bright ; 

Welcome, nodding snowdrop too. 
With blossoms pure and white. 

This year you come full early, 
To whisper of the Spring, 

That soon o'er hedge and meadow 
A robe of green will fling. 

Of Winter we are weary. 

Its never-ending rain 
Makes all so drear and sombre. 

We long for sun again. 

For sun to glint and sparkle 
The forest trees among. 

For birds to warble sweetly 
Their early morning song. 
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For voices of the children 

To shout with merry glee, 
As peepiog from the hedges, 

The primroses they see. 

Oh, Spring-times, sweetest heralds. 

Oh, flowers fresh and fair. 
We thank Him that He scatters 

Thy beauties ev'rywhere. 

"We thank Him that 'tis given 

To e'en the very poor. 
To revel in the riches 

Of Nature's bounteous store. 

To them thy fragile blossoms 

The sweetest pleasures bring. 
Then heartily we welcome 

The flowers of the Spring. 



§mx)xls fax "^txxi^ ^pinQ-lcimt I 

The Winter drear has vanished, 

Tes, vanished with the past ; 
The gay, the happy Spring-time 

Is bursting forth at last : 
The trees are thickly budding. 

The grass begins to grow, 
Hurrah for merry Spring-time, 

That banishes the snow ! 

Our pets, the birds, are winging 
Their flight from o'er the sea ; 

The violet its fragrance 
Sends forth from wood and lea : 
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She has prayed for loye, and coming, 
It has brought her bitter shame : 

Far more than life is honour, 
And a maiden's spotless name. 

She knows, too, love will vanish — 

It is far too bright to last ; 
What will then be her future. 

When lovers counted with the past ? 

May blossom, sweet May blossom, 
She will never love thee more. 

For ye are linked too closely 
With those happy days of yore. 

E'en now, whilst bending o'er thee. 
She can hear in accents wild. 

Her own dead mother calling, 

" Oh, come back, come back, my child !" 

** Too late ! too late ! " she answers, 
" For you cannot save me now. 

Naught e'er can move the sin mark 
That is branded on my brow." 

No more, no more. In mercy 

'Tis denied to mortal man. 
The sorrows of the future, 

In his wilfulness, to scan. 

Farewell, my sweet May blossom, 
Ye awakened all this thought ; 

May others learn the lesson 
That to Maud ye would have taught. 
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Lady, mine, awake, awake ! 

The midnight stars are shining ; 
The daeen of night, her radiance bright. 

Is round thy lattice twining. 
Awake, awake, for love's sweet sake. 

Arise from thy reclining ! 

Lady, mine, awake, awake ! 

The nightingale is singing ; 
The breezes free across the lea 

Their fragrant breath is flinging. 
Awake, awake, for love's sweet sake, 

To me blest rapture bringing ! 

Lady, mine, awake, awake ! 

'Tis now that love rejoices 
In murmurs low, its fate to know. 

Unchecked by worldly voices. 
Awake, awake, for love's sweet sake— 

Thou whom my soul rejoices I 

Lady, mine, awake, awake ! 

Canst fail to hear my pleading ? 
Or, hearing me, canst fail to be 

My earnest, longing reading ? 
Awake, awake, for Love's sweet sake, 

Love, but thy presence needing ! 
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Fob years we've dwelt together ; 

Life's shadows and its son 
Have clouded or have brightened 

The lives which He made one. 
But in Love's holy union 

Our hearts were never set, 
So, though we've dwelt together, 

"We are but strangers yet. 

"No words of scorn or harshness 

Between us ever pass ; 
But, then, between us never 

Play Love's sweet wiles, alas I 
So life is gliding onwards. 

One lasting, sad regret. 
To two who joined together 

Are strangers, strangers yet. 

"We have no merry children 

To play about our feet, 
Or draw us closer, nearer, 

"With voices soft and sweet. 
Though clouds have o'er us hovered, 

No sorrow have we met 
To battle with together. 

And so are strangers yet. 

"We're only kind and courteous. 

As any two should be ; 
To you I act the lady. 

You, gentleman to me ; 
But let us in the fature 

Our coldness all forget, 
And throw aside together, 

The thought we're strangers yet. 
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I HAVE a bouquet of most lovely flow'rs, 

Five rare exotics that to me were given, 
To cheer me through this lonely vale of ours, 

And lead my thoughts to dwell on far-off Heaven. 

Scarce had the icy breath of Winter past, 
And violet proclaimed Spring's early dawning, 

Ere (as upon the wings of bleak March blast) 
My Mary came, first blossom of Life's morning. 

And she was mine, my very, very own, 
A priceless gift from Him, for me to cherish ; 

And though nine years since that bleak March have fiown, 
Not one joy born with her was born to perish. 

Then, soon to take her share of mother's love. 
Like fabled fairy in some world-famed story. 

My Edith (whom a gift of His to prove) 
Came with the July roses in their glory. 

Oh, sunny, laughter-loving, winning girl. 
May life's best joys alone lie stretched before thee ; 

IN'or may'st thou find amidst its ceaseless whirl 

More grief than has in eight short years passed o'er 
thee! 

And thou, my four years' Cora, who shall speak 
The joy I felt at thecy my blossom, calling 

My Autumn flow'r, that came the gloom to break 
Of sad October, when the leaves were falling ! 

Oh, may the month that gave thee to mine arms 
Prove to thy life no symbol of earth's sadness, 

But may He save thee from this world's alarms, 
And crown thy sunny brow with naught but gladness ! 
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Scarce had the music of the joyful bells 
Proclaimed to us another year was granted, 

Than I, from my fond heart's unf athomed wells, 
Thanked Him for my sweet Flo, to earth transplanted. 

Oh, Florence, January blossom, fair, most fair 
Art thou, my little three years' winsome treasure ; 

May He who gave thee life, keep thee from care. 
And bless thee, dearest, without stint or measure. 

One more have I within my bouquet sweet, 
A laurel bright, amidst the frailer flowers ; 

My Rae, the music of whose baby feet 

For me would turn dark cells to brightest bowers. 

He, like his sister, came to voices loud 

Of new year's bells, on frosty breezes chiming ; 

Sweeping from out my path life's darkest cloud, 
And shewing to my gaze its silver lining. 

Oh, Rae, my Sae, my noble-hearted boy. 
The pray'r for thee with whfch I weary Heaven 

Is, thou may'st grow a man in whom to joy. 
To whom truth, honesty and worth be given ! 

To whom all men may hold out friendship's hand. 
And women too might trust as in a brother ; 

Thus shalt thou be the glory of our band. 
And crown of joy to thy most doting mother. 
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SERENADE. 

The day lias departed and night's stars are shining, 
Gone, gone is the bustle, the toil, and the heat ; 

And here, fairest maid, 'neath thy lattice reclining, 
I'd tell thee my story in melody sweet. 

I love thee, I love thee, and may this heart perish, 
Ere ceasing to give thee its innermost thought ; 

Oh come, be my bride, let the feelings I cherish 
Be cherished by thee, and my happiness wrought. 

Oh let not a frown on thy fair brow be blasting 
A life that is thine, that so wholly is thine ; 

No clouds of thy causing my lot be overcasting. 
Be mine, sweetest maiden, for ever be mine. 

May this be my right, and my tenderest duty. 

From every sorrow thy future to screen ; 
Yon stars will for me lose their lustre and beauty. 

If thou bid'st me part with one tithe of my dream. 

Ope, open thy casement one moment, my darling. 
Let one word of hope from thy sweet lips take flight ; 

I hear it, I hear it, and bless thee, my darling, 
Go, join me in dream-land— good night, love, good night! 




g %aiit |as xduxttth ta m. 



Oh sing to me softly, waves, to-night. 
Sing of a future so fair and bright. 
For tears and sorrow have taken flight — 
My love has returned to me. 

Q~2 
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Buried tliis eve is the old, old pain, 
Never to waken to life again. 
Then sing, waves, sing in happiest strain — 
My love has returned to me. 

Gone is the anguish of weary years, 
Hushed are the sighs and dried are the tears, 
No more misgivings or trembling fears — 
My love has returned to me. 

The winds blow cold and the snow-flakes fall, 
And wildly the eerie sea-birds call. 
But Summer for me overlays them all — 
My love has returned to me. 

The leafless trees to the cold winds thrill, 
But verdure for me their branches flll, 
The scent of roses is round me still — 
My love has returned to 'me. 

No more shall I whisper, waves, to thee 
Of yearnings for rest beneath the sea. 
No more will my tale, of sorrow be — 
My love has returned to me. 

I'll tell thee, waves, what he said just now, 
The pale moon lighting his noble brow, 
" Miron, I'm true to our ev'ry vow ! " — 
My love has returned to me. 

Then from the depths of his bright blue eyes 
Shot gleams of a love that never dies, 
Hushed from that moment are all my sighs — 
My love has returned to me. 

Blow on, oh winds, in your fierceness blow ; 
Enshroud all the world, oh drifting snow ; 
My senses no more the cold can know — 
My love has returned to me. 
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Then sing, waves, sing in your glee to-night, 
Sing of a future so fair and bright, 
Future that gleams with the old love light — 
For my love has returned to me. 



I*LL not forget thee, darling. 

When I am far away. 
Though Summers chase each other 

With bloom and sad decay ; 
Though roses fade, their perfume 

For ages will remain. 
And though we part, let mem'ry 

My farewell words retain : 
I'll not forget thee. 

I'll not forget thee, darling, 

Though oceans roll between. 
The life that lies before us 

And that which long has been ; 
My thoughts will oft be turning 

To thee from yonder shore. 
And thinking, ** Is she faithful 

To those sweet vows of yore ?" 
I'll not forget thee. 

I'll not forget thee, darling, 

Though fairest of the fair 
Their charms might be displaying, 

For roving eyes out there ; 
^ \ 
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The mem'ry of thy beauty 
Shall keep my fond heart free, 

That shall remain a shrine, loye, 
For thee and only thee : 
1*11 not forget thee. 

1*11 not forget thee, darling, 

To win thee wealth I go, 
And thoughts of thee will keep me 

From all of care or woe ; 
For thou my guardian Angel 

Shall be in ev'ry clime : 
Farewell ! and oh, remember, 

I'm thine and only thine ! 
I'll not forget thee. 



When Spring flowers blossom, in meadow and lane. 
When thrushes and nightingales warble again. 
When soft southern breezes blow over the sea. 
Oh then, Konald darling, remember thou me ! 

When Summer-bom roses shall perfume the air, 
And the old forest trees their summer garb wear. 
When bright bearded barley waves high o'er the lea. 
Oh then, Ronald darling, remember thou me ! 

When Autumn leaves falling, thick carpet the ground, 
And the chilly winds wail with desolate sound. 
When gone are the flowers, and hushed is the bee, 
Oh then, Eonald darling, remember thou me ! 
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When snow-drifts are lying on housetop and ledge, 
And fetters of Winter bind streamlet and hedge, 
When icicles hang from each verdnreless tree, 
then, Eonald darling, remember thou me I 

For Spring saw our love with its blossoms unclose. 
And Summer saw thine at its height with the rose, 
Whilst Autumn and Winter its dying could see, 
But still, Ronald darling, remember thou me! 

Aye, e'en as the perfume of roses remain. 
When ceasing one vestige of bloom to retain, 
So love, though long dead, must in memory be, 
Then Eonald, my darling, remember thou me ! 



DEDICATED TO BARONESS BURDETT COUTTS. 

Peetty maiden, lovely maiden, 

God has made you fair and bright. 
To you given cheeks like roses. 

Eyes reflecting heaven's light ; 
And like Aureole of glory 

Is your brown or golden hair : 
Yes, sweet maiden, bonnie maiden, 

God has made you very fair. 

And we birdies know, sweet maiden, 
, (For we read your very heart). 
That you'll list to our petition. 

That you'll take the birdies' part. 
Sportsmen whisper how our feathers 

Are your greatest aim just now — 
Hats that are not thus bedizened 

Do not suit your snowy brow — 
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So they shoot ns — spoiling thousands- 
Fancy what a gross abuse — 

Of the creatures God has given 

* For your pleasure as your use. 

After all we cannot heighten, 
Cannot cbarms to Nature add, 

Cannot make your faces fairer, 
Or your eyes more bright oad glad. 

Fairy maiden, bonnie maiden. 

Listen to the birdie's pray'r, 
Deck yourselves in silks and ribbons. 

But our plumage cease to wear. 
Ocean's flowers lie about you. 

Wasting on the silver saads, 
Only waiting to be woven 

Into trimmings, by your hands. 

What coa be more light and graceful 

Than the sea-weed's feathered spray ; 
Work them into fairy flowers. 

Naught will look so bright as they. 
Think, too, of the ribbon weaver. 

Who must starve for want of work ; 
Sure you know not 'neath our feathers 

Deadly sin itself might lurk. 

Sin it is to starve a brother. 

Though you know him not, 'tis true. 
But by wearing birdies' feathers 

This is what each day you do. 
So, kind maiden, gentle maiden. 

Listen to our earnest pray'r, 
Deck yourselves in silks and ribbons, 

And our plumage cease to wear. 
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" Twitter, twitter, twitter, twitter, 

What a weary waste of snow ! " 
Seems to say sweet Robin Redbreast, 

As be hastens to and fro. 
He is qnite as tame as ever. 

He is on the window-sill. 
And whilst peeping through the curtains 

Seems to ask for little Lill. 

Oh, my darling, precious darling, 

Can I tell him thou'rt not here ? 
That thy little form is lying 

'Neath the snow-drifts cold and drear ? 
Must I s&y to Robin Redbreast, 

" With the flowers of the Spring 
Thou wilt see where LiUie's sleeping. 

Though she'll never hear thee sing ? " 

Little Robin's watching, watching, 

With his beady, twinkling eyes ; 
Refusing all my dainties 

With^a look of wild surprise : 
Just as though he's really saying, 

" Where she's not I will not stay." 
Ah ! he's gone to look for Lillie ; 

Little Robin's flown away ! 



Ji. 
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APRIL 2, 1877. 

Oh birdie ! sweet birdie, I hear thee to-night, 

And though fresh blows the breeze and stars look so bright^ 

That visions of frost to our fancy they bring, 

"We know by thy voice it is Spring — it is Spring ! 

We're weary of "Winter so sombre and cold, 
And joyfully watch the fair flowers unfold ; 
But oh, to our senses more exquisite still. 
Are the first ringing notes of the nightingale's trill. 

Thrice welcome art thou to our island again, 
"We have longed for the sound of thy beautiful strain ; 
"What music with thine in this world can compare. 
Sweet herald of all that is lovely and fair ? 

I hear thee, bright birdie, and fancy thy voice 
In floods of sweet melody bids us rejoice ; 
And gratefully join thee in singing the praise 
Of Him who has sent thee with sunshiny days. 

Aye ! welcome, sweet birdie, with Spring of the year. 
That follows the "Winter as smile follows tear ; 
May sorrow-bowed hearts hear thy message to-night. 
And know that it bids them have faith in His might ! 

In that might which is great to create or destroy. 
To chasten with grief or reward with pure joy ; 
Aye ! birdie, might they as they hear thy voice ring. 
Think "Pain is our "Winter, but He'll send us Spring." 



Oh, I hear the bells, my darling, 

Ab we heard them both that night, 
When they pealed across the valley, 

Where the snow lay cold and white. 
And they told of Merry Christmas, 

Merry, spite of our farewells ; 
Say, how could your gladness mock us 

Thus, ye happy, happy bells ? 

Oh, I hear the bells, my darling. 

As they ofttimes used to ring 
Loud across the happy valley. 

When our love was in its spring. 
And when side by side we wandered 

Through the woods and mossy dells. 
Whilst our happy laughter echoed 

The sweet voices of the bells. 

Oh, I hear the bells, my darling, 

But they tell me 'tis a dream ; 
And I know my bark is heading 

For Eternity's broad stream. 
But methinks, across the channel 

There perchance my loved one dwells, 
And his voice so sweetly singing, 

Makes the music of the bells. 

Oh, I hear the bells, my darling. 

And my senses they enthral. 
For they speak to me of Heaven, 

Of the home prepared for all. 
As I think of thee love, waiting, 

How my soul with rapture swells ; 
See, I come, my swift flight winging. 

To the welcome of the bells ! 
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?1]^5 '^avxtx ^t tot % Harf? 

Why mourn ye, maiden, for the long gone past ? 

Why thus in solitary sadness yearn 
For days whose happiness, so deep and vast. 

Can never more, no never more return ? 

Oh, try to feel Life's summer has not set I 
For what is it worth living, if no smart 

Shall ever tinge its years with one regret, 
To try the strength of woman's noble heart ? 

We care not for the fruits that round us lie 
In plenty, to be plucked by ev'ry hand ; 

We should not like to dwell beneath a sky 
Which never cast a shade upon the land. 

And thus Lifers shadows do us good as well. 
When one by chance across our path is thrown. 

Though for awhile our hearts with sorrow swell, 
A lifetime cannot pass 'mid sigh and moan. 

So bid the thought depart from out thy mind, 
That love for thee can never live again ; 

That he, the false one, he of all mankind, 
Should hold the place that others ask in vain. 

Aye, maiden, chase the shadow from thy brow, 
Call to thine aid, woman's true armour — ^Pride ; 

Haste ! let him see his pow'r has vanished now : 
The past is buried, 'neath oblivion's tide. 

Yes, let him see again Life's rosy mom 
Above thine head, in all its splendour break ; 

Return his want of truth and faith — ^with scorn, 
Let him behold no mourning for his sake. 
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Long years stretch out before thee. Thou art young — 
Therein should lie great hopes of joy for thee ; 

If grief around us all its shadow £ung, 
Where would the happiness of living he ? 

We know when clouds arise the rain-drops fall, 
Pouring refreshing showers on the earth ; 

So tears oft herald smiles ; grief like a pall 
Is raised to picture forth Love's second birth. 

Then revel in that picture ; let thine eyes 

Beam brightly, as in days of long ago ; 
And give thine heart — that great and peerless prize — 

To one who'll never cause it throb of woe. 



®m lat|^ie! 



Talk of sunshine beaming, gleaming, 

Talk of merry wild bird's song, 
Talk of streamlet's rippling music, 

As it softly glides along ; 
Whisper of earth's fairest beauty 

That is now or e'er has been. 
In our eyes 'twill lose its lustre 

By the side of sweet Kathleen — 
Our Kathie ! 

Like bright sunshine is the breaking 

O'er her face of smiles so sweet. 
And her voice is like the thrush's, 

As he hastes the morn to greet ; 

1^ 
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Eose-buds are not half so dainty 
As her pouting lips, I ween, 

When we strive a kiss to pillage 
From our bonnie wee Kathleen — 
Our Kathie ! 

But wee Kathie's very chary 

Of those kisses which we prize, 
For she laughs, and kicks, and straggles, 

Fills the air with merry cries. 
Till she gives in like a lady, 

Does our winsome fairy queen — 
Our loving sweet girl-baby, 

Bonnie, azure-eyed Kathleen — 
Our Kathie ! 

May He who gave us Kathleen 

Guard our treasure from above ; 
May she ever find protection 

In His mighty, boundless love ; 
May she be His faithful servant 

Through all this life's troublous scene, 
So at last His gates shall open 

To receive our sweet Kathleen — 
Our Kathie ! 



BiBDiE, birdie, cease thy singing I 
Wherefore, flowers, do ye blow ? 

Sounds and sights for ever bringing 
To my heart its bitter woe. 
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Birdie, birdie, thou wert trilling 

From the branches of yon tree, 
When I listened, oh, so willing, 

To the tale he breathed to me. 
Flowers blooming in the valley, 

So ye blossomed on that eve, 
When he caused me here to dally. 

Vowing he would ne'er deceive. 
High above, the moon was beaming, 

And she heard his ev'ry vow ; 
Still her pale, soft light is gleaming. 

But his voice is silent now. 

Streamlet, streamlet, cease thy flowing ! 

Cease thy music, rustling leaves — 
For ye add (without the knowing) 

Deeper grief to her who grieves I 
Streamlet, thou wert onward gliding 

Through thy bed with murm'ring song, 
When my love with me abiding, 

Watched thy course these banks along ! 
Leaves, green leaves, ye rustled o'er us, 

As he whispered soft and low, 
Of the life that laid before us. 

Of the joys my heart should know. 
High above the moon was beaming, 

And she heard his ev'ry vow ; 
Still her pale, soft light is gleaming. 

But his voice is silent now. 

Hide thy light, oh stars of heaven, 

Gentle breezes cease to sigh — 
Know'st thou not to thee is given 

PoVr to torture such as I ? 
For, oh stars, thy beams were glancing 

On my upturned face that night, 
Whilst his tones mine ears entrancing, 

Filled my heart with wild delight. 



I 
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Thou, oh breeze, our brows caressing. 

Breathed sweet fragrance to my soul- 
Bore upon thy wings his blessing. 

Bore it to (he said) its goal. 
High above the moon was beaming, 

And she heard his ev'ry vow ; 
Still her pale, soft light is gleaming, 

But his voice is silent now. 

Silent, oh ye birds and flowers. 

Streamlet, leaves upon yon tree ; 
Silent, for within these bowers 

Never more 'twill sound for me ; 
Silent, stars and gentle breezes. 

Silent, but for me alone — 
Other eyes his fancy pleases. 

Other lips he calls his own ; 
Little recks he of the anguish. 

Making life so drear to me, 
Still in sorrow J might languish. 

So that he himself i&free. 
So, though still the moon is beaming. 

Though she heard his ev'ry vow. 
Though her pale light still is gleaming, 

Yet his voice is silent now. 



Oh star, twinkling star, whisper to me to-night. 

And tell mb a tale of those regions so bright ; 

I'd hear of that city so stately and fair, 

With whose beauty and splendour naught can compare ! 
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Oh, speak of that river so broad and so deep, 
In whose waves fadeless flow'rs their bright petals steep ; 
On whose^banks without number those fair spirits rove, 
And nothing is heard save the accents of love ! 

Oh, tell of those vales where no Winter has been, 
Those vales ever clothed in their emerald green ; 
The beautiful hills free from cappings of snow. 
Plain, river, vale, mountain, no mortal may know ! 

Oh, speak to my heart of that music so grand, 
That peals on for aye in that beautiful land ; 
Each angel whose harp with sweet melody rings, 
As they join in the praise of the King among kings ! 

Oh, whisper, bright star, of that wonderful throne, 
To be touched by the pure and sinless alone ; 
Oh, speak to my soul, twinkling star of the night. 
And say — Hast thou seen this most glorious sight ? 

For, surely, a window of Heaven art thou ; 
An eye shining bright 'neath its radiant brow ; 
A gem of that land I am longing to see. 
Then whisper, oh star, of its glories to me ! 



Peat ope the casement, mother, 

That I might hear the bells, 
Whose sweet and tuneful music 

Some life's new dawning tells. 
'Tis herSf oh mother, darling. 

She's standing by his side» 
He vows to love her dearly. 

And she is now his bride ! 
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Aye, she is now his bride, mother, 
Her glory I would see, 

But I am dyiAg fast, mother, 
And so that cannot be ! 

Nay, weep not thus, deax mother. 

For I am happy now ; 
I could not live on knowing 

His kisses warmed her brow ; 
For, oh, I love him dearly — 

How dearly none can tell ; 
I cannot live without him. 

So, mother, fare thee well I 
For she is now his bride, mother. 

Her glory I would see, 
But I am dying fast, mother, 

And so that cannot be ! 

I^ak gently to my Jamie 

When you two meet again. 
And tell him I forgave him 

For all my hours of pain ; 
And prayed that pretty Ethel 

Would make a loving wife, 
That God would shower blessings 

Upon their future life. 
For she is now his bride, mother, 

H^ glory I would see, 
But I am dying fast, mother. 

And 80 that cannot be ! 
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OR, "write me a LETTfiR." 

I AM very lonely, Guardy, 

Though full gentle is their role, 
But I have no friends about me, 

In this f ar-ofE foreign school. 
Now yon said yon'd send a letter, 

And, if short, still ev'ry week ; 
Bnt in Tain I ask the poBtman, 

Or for one the office seek ; 
I but get the self-same answer^ 

Till I almost doubt if true ; 
Still, if so, I'd know the reason, 

So, pray write, dear Guardy, do. 

They are good, but I am weary, 

For no sympathy I find ; 
When we talked together, Guardy, 

It was mind that answered mind. 
For your words were plain and simple ; 

Like a child you spoke to me, 
Of the birds, the brooks, the flowers, 

Of the butterfly and bee. 
Mere sweet Nature has no dwelling. 

Stately grandeur is their view ; 
But I long to hear of Nature, 

So, pray write, dear Guardy, do. 

You remember, dearest Guardy, 
That you said ** away from me. 

Life that was to us so happy 
Very lone and sad would be ; " 

r"2 
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But I fear you have forgotten — 

Or you think I\e naughty been — 
Not to answer all the letters 

You haye had £rom Little dueen. 
This will make the fourth I've written, 

Guardy, dear, indeed it's true ! 
So, pray write me but one letter, 

Just one letter, Guardy, do. 



Awake from thy slumbers, oh, Cora, my sweetest ; 

The night and its darkness is passing away ; 
Look forth from thy lattice and see, love, who greetest 

Thee first on the mom of Saint Valentine's Day ! 

No more &om my darling will fate bid me sever ; 

'Tis but a short time that our joy can delay ; 
Then claiming thee mine love, for ever and ever, 

Our journey begins on Saint Valentine's Day. 

Methinks even now I can hear the bells ringing, 
Their rapturous chimes seeming only to say, 

" Oh, haste to receive the sweet bride we are bringing, 
Her life to commence on Saint Valentine's Day ! " 

Aye, trust to me, darling, and free from all sorrow 
Shall be the dear life over which I hold sway. 

And thou, love, wilt own that each coming to-morrow 
Dawns brighter than e'en this Saint Valentine's Day ! 



^mp 0f % ^«0W«. 



Rejoice, oh rejoice at the heautifal voice 

That soundeth o'er valley and plain, 
That sings in the sky, in the hreeze mshing by, 

" I am coming, coming again, 

Am coming again ! " 

It is Spring, it is Spring, the wild woodlands sing 

The beantiful legend of old. 
How Winter's cold breath, touching blooms to their 
death, 
Spring's coming has only foretold, 

Has only foretold. 

She's here, she is there, on the earth, in the air, 
She's loosened each streamlet and rill ; 

Uprises the grass where her fairy feet pass, 
And flowers crown every hill. 

Crown every hill. 

Aye, sky-lark, sing loud from yon azure-flecked cloud. 

Tell those who might listen below, 
That good news you bring, 'tis the advent of Spring, 

The farewell of Winter and snow. 

Of Winter and snow. 
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Shout ! little ones, shout ! in the fields run about, 

Make daisy and buttercup chains ; 
For sweet blossoms abound — ^will smother the ground, 

If childhood asserts not its claims, 

Asserts not its claims. 

Aye, little rook-boy, with your face fall of joy^ 

*Tis life Spring is giving to you ; 
The price of your hire will bring victuals and fire 

To those whose life comforts are few, 

Life comforts are few. 

Oh, soft Southern breeze, sing aloud in the trees I 

Oh, birds carol blithe on the bough ! 
Oh, beasts of the field, your dumb gratitude yield 

To Spring which is blessing us now. 

Is blessing us now ! 

Oh, human hearts, rise to yon radiant skies 

And breathe to that Dweller above 
Your incense of praise for the sunshiny days 

He sends in His infinite love. 

His infinite love ! 

Rejoice, oh rejoice at the beautiful voice 

That soundeth o'er valley and plain, 
That sings in the sky, in the breeze rushing by, 

'< I am coming, coming again, 

Am coming again ! " 
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Flo WEES in the valley, 

Flowers on tio hiU, 
Flowers by tlio river, 

Flowers by the rill ; 
Flowers, bonnie flowera. 

Springing ev'rywhere ; 
Telling of God's goodness 

And Hie loving core ; 
Telling of thy dawning, 

Happy, happy Spring ; 
That the trees will blossom. 

That the birds will sing. 
Sutt«rcnpB and doiates 

"Waking from their sleep, 
Ferna and soft green mosses 

From the hedgerows peep. 
Happy ohildren'a laoghter 

Fills the frugrant air, 
Welooming thy ooming, 

Spring, so bright and fair. 
Southern breezes blowing 

Over land and sea, 
WiiBper to us softly 

Sweetest tales of thee ; 
How from lands far distant 

Thou hast come to oura, 
Bringing first the sunshine 

Then the bonnie flow'rs ; 
Breathing o'er the meadow, 

Roaming through the wood, 
Ev'iywhete thou goeat 

Telling God is good. 
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Bidding ns be thankful, 
And His praises sing. 

For that He hath sent thee, 
Happy, happy Spring I 



^ Widtfsmt to ^T^xiuQ, 

Theee's not a single season, 

Throughout all the rolling year, 
Like Spring to bring us pleasure. 

After Winter cold and drear ; 
The latter (like deep sorrow) 

Hangs a pall above our head ; 
But Spring is like returning 

Of the hopes so nearly dead. 
Then let us give glad greeting — 

Aye, loud let the welkin ring 
"With shouts of joyous welcome 

For the fair and bonnie Spring. 

The daisy has been sleeping. 

Folded to the brown earth's breast ; 
The buttercup has taken 

Quite a long and peaceful rest : 
But gentle Western breezes. 

Floating high above them all. 
Have bidden them awaken. 

And they answer to the call. 
Then let us give glad greeting — 

Aye, loud let the welkin ring, 
With shouts of joyous welcome. 

For the fair and bonnie Spring. 



TUB CUOKOO 8 FABEWELL. 

The trees with, buds are DOTered, 

Trees ao hrowu and hare of late ; 
The lark ie blithely singing 

To bis patient little mate : 
The porftimo of the flowers 

With eweet fragrsnne SUa the air ; 
Oh, God was very graoioaa 

When Ho made the Spring bo fair! 
Then lot TIB give glad groeting — 

Aye, lond let the welkin, ring. 
With shouts of joyons welcome, 

Por the fair and honnie Spring. 



CuCKno ! Cackoo ! 
Haek I the birdie calling, at the dawning of the day ; 
Look there, I see him sitting on yonder wnying spray ; 
And Bnrely Snmmer snow-Btorm has fallen in the night, 
For flee beneath my window the hodgos all are white. 

Cuokoo ! Cnekoo ! 
Hark ! the birdie calling, seaming loudly now to sing, 
" Yonr snow lb but May blossom, last flower of the Spring." 

Ouekoo ! Cuckoo 1 
Hark ! the birdie telling ua some tale that will not last 
HiB voice aonnds sad this mom, aa though moormng 

Ob, listen ! listen I listen I his notes now seem to Tblg; 
Farewell, a last fareweU. to the beauties of the Sptingl 

Cnekoo ! Cuckoo ! 
" I usher in this morning the Smnmer bright 
Welcoming in sadness the last bbssoma of 
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Cuckoo ! Cuokoo ! 
The bloom that's made the henlges with fairy heauty bright 
Warns me / must hasten for this year to take my flight ; 
/ cannot bid it welcome with joy sincere and trne, 
For its coming only bids me say farewell to you. 

Cuokoo ! Cuokoo I 
I'm loth to fly away, but I know that it must be, 
Your Summer-time has come, but there's Spring beyond the sea." 

Cuckoo ! Cuckoo ! 
Hark ! his voice is dying, as he flies across the lea. 

Cuckoo ! Cuckoo I 



Welcome, little violet. 
And yellow crocus bright ; 

Welcome, nodding snowdrop too, 
With blossoms pure and white. 

This year you come fall early, 
To whisper of the Spring, 

That soon o'er hedge and meadow 
A robe of green will fling. 

Of Winter we are weary. 

Its never-ending rain 
Makes all so drear and sombre. 

We long for sun again. 

For sun to glint and sparkle 
The forest trees among. 

For birds to warble sweetly 
Their early morning song. 



HimaAH FOR MEKRY SPRIKO-TIME ! 

For Toioes of tka childrea 
To shout with merry glee, 

Aa peeping from the hedges, 
The primroses they see. 

Oh, SpriDg-times, sweetest heralds. 
Oh, flowers fresh and fair, 

We thank Him that He scatters 
Thy beauties ev'rj where. 

We thank Him that 'tis gi\eu 

To e'en the very poor, 
To revel in the richea 

Of Nature's bounteous store. 

To them thy iiagOe hlosaoms 
The sweetest plenaureB bring, 

Then beartUy we welcome 
The flowers of the Spring. 



§Mxn^ fax Ipm^ ^piaQ-timtl 

The Winter drear has vanished. 

Yea, vonialied with the paat ; 
The gay, the happy Spring-time 

la bursting forth at last : 
The trees are thickly budding. 

The grass begins to grow. 
Hurrah for merry Spring-time, 

That banisheB the saow ! 

Our pets, the birds, are winging 
Their flight from o'er the sea ; 

The violet ita fragrance 
Seads forth from wood and lea : 



M 
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LINES DEDICATED TO SIR MOSES MONTEFIORE. 
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We'll crown his brow with laurel, 
We'll laud him to the skies, 

For he has won most nobly 
A fame which never dies. 

The sword he has not wielded — 

No soldier hero he — 
His name is not made famous 

By ocean victory. 

A man of God's own nature — 

A man of tender heart. 
Who feels the people^ s sorrows, 

And takes the p^ople^s part. 

To stem the mighty torrent 

Of persecution's woes — 
To save the Jews from Christians^ 

The good Sir Moses goes. 

To save God's chosen people, 
Who rise with one accord. 

To plead for his protection 
From famine and from sword. 

A man who owns religion. 
As preached by Him above — 

ReHgion true and earnest, 
Whose name means simply Love, 

Love which will aid a brother, 
No matter what his creed^ 

Love, knowing human beings 
Have each the self-same need. 
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Love hating persecution, 
No matter what its cause, 

'Tis love that rules Sir Moses, 
He's governed by its laws. 

He labours for its glory, 

With hand and heart and soul. 
Then shall his name be written 

On Fame's most noble scroll. 



^ (^ntfAian, 



Would it have happened, oh, my darling, say — 

Could you and I have once foreseen this day. 

Would you have bent the suppliant lover's knee, 

And pleaded so for more than life from me ? 

Had conscience softly whispered in your ear, 

" The time will come when ceasing to be dear, 

Your heart will spurn the love you bid her give, 

And wonder at her pray'r, * Oh, let it live ! ' 

Aye, wonder she should dare the boon to crave. 

That priceless boon which you implored, she gave." 

Say, darling, had but conscience spoken so, 

Would you have clouded all my life with woe — 

Would mem'ry e'er have pictured that bright scene 

Which floats athwart my vision like a dream — 

Two heads low bent some illustrations o'er. 

Two hands close clasped which ne'er had clasped before, 

A strong arm round a fragUe figure thrown, 

Low passion-uttered words, " My own ! My own ! " 

A little head close nestled to your breast, 

Warm clinging lips — ^no need to paint the rest ? 

No need, God ! no need thought to employ 

To paint the life we lived so full of joy : 

u~2 
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REST AT LAST. 



No brain could picture, and no tongue could tell, 
The bliss of those dear hours we knew so well : 
No need to paint the quickly flying time, 
The fading Summer and the Autumn's prime ; 
Alike to us were sunshine and cold showers, 
So warmly glowed that happy love of ours : 
No need to paint the Winter's snow and frost, 
When, like the Summer's glory, Love was lost — 
Tossed here and there on Slander* s loathsome sea, 
Until engulfed lay all life's joys for me. 
Oh ! is there need to paint how mem'ry swells 
At unforgotten sounds of Christmas bells — 
Need to portray an open snow-clad square, 
Need to recount the anguished parting there ? 
My God ! will mem'ry ever more efface 
The sight of that most-loved yet cursdd place ? 
No more ! No more ! Yet, darling, could I fill 
The cup of misery more brimming still ; 
Yet could I tell how swiftly-passing years 
Bring naught for me save bitter sighs and tears. 
But I'll refrain. Returning to my task, 
My first put question once again I'll ask, 
Would it have happened, oh, my darling, say, 
Could you and I have once foreseen this day ? 



Iwt at %Ml 



ANSWER TO A QUESTION. 

Mt question's answered, oh, my darling, now ; 

And never more a doubt this heart shall thrill ; 
For hast thou not, to-night, with earnest vow. 

Sworn thou art mine, and only mine, love, still ? 



REST AT LAST. 
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Aye, sworn no sland'rous words shall touch my fame, 

No coward's shaft strike me from out thy hreast ; 
Thou'lt listen to no envy prompted hlame. 

Oh, love, it is enough — my soul's at rest ! 
I yet might yearn to have thee at my side. 

To listen to no music but thy voice. 
That cannot be ; still, now, whatever betide. 

Thoughts, loving thoughts, will bid my heart rejoice. 
I've lived so long, my darling, 'neath a cloud, 

Of bitter woe, of overwhelming grief. 
So used to weeping I still sob aloud. 

But these are sobs of joy, and bring relief. 
I close mine eyes, and see thee ap to-night, 

I saw thee 'neath the bright moon's glitt'ring rays ; 
Mine hands still tremble 'neath thy pressure tight, 

And in mine ears still ring thy tones of praise. 
I hear those words, ** My own, I love thee now. 

As much as ever in those days of yore ; 
I have been true, am true, to ev'ry vow, 

That, in that long gone happy past, we swore. 
No woman breathing e'er can tabe thy place, 

No other live within my constant heart. 
For me smiles deck in vain a woman's face — 

I see them mot for those that veiJ their dart. 
If thou hast suffered, think' st thou I've been free ; 

If thou hast wept away those weary years. 
What, oh ! my darling, have they been to me — 

A man — denied the blest relief of tears ? 
See, now, I take thy little hands in mine. 

Again I gaze within thy love-lit eyes, 
And swear, by yonder stars that o'er us shine. 

No woman's love or thoughts save thine I prize. 
Believe me, darling, and from this blest night 

Let us in gladness take our onward way ; 
Again the radiant stars have heard us plight 

Such vows as (while life lasts) can ne'er decay ! " 



\ 
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These are the words I heard from thee, my love, 

These are the words that thrill my soul with joy, 
And though termed false hy angel hosts ahove, 

My faith in thee those hosts could ne'er destroy. 
We've fought love's battle, but to-night it ends ; 

To-night we bury those harsh mid-way years, 
The joy of long ago and new joy blends. 

And, 'twixt them, drive away all sighs and tears. 



^tt "^moxmm. 



I HAVE listened to thy music 

Till mine eyes have filled with tears y 
Or mine heart with joyous rapture 

That has killed the grief of years. 
I have nightly heard it floating 

Through the stately Granville Hall, 
But to me the dear old " Keel Row " 

Was the sweetest air of all. 
But the " Keel Row," bonnie " Keel Row,' 

Never, never more shall sound : 
For thou, thou art calmly sleeping 

Low beneath the cold, cold ground. 

And with thee for ever slumbers 

The sweet music of thy flute. 
We shall hear no more its numbers. 

For its voice, like thee, is mute ; 
But fuU oft will mem'ry waken 

To its echo, sweet and clear. 
When the music of thy comrades 

In the Granville Hall we hear. 
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But the " Keel Row," bonnie " Keel Row," 

Never, never more shall sound, 
For thou, thou art calmly sleeping ^ 

Low beneath the cold, cold ground. 

There will hang a cloud of sadness 

O'er fair music's world awhile ; 
I shall miss as well the greeting 

Of thy kind and friendly smile ; 
And I can but grieve Life's journey 

Is for thee so swiftly o'er. 
And thy flute's sweet tones are silent. 

With thy voice for evermore. 
Now the ** Keel Row," bonnie " Keel Row," 

Never, never more shall sound. 
For thou, thou art calmly sleeping 

Low beneath the cold, cold ground. 



Sleep, mother — sleep, darling, soft be thy slumber. 

All hushed be earth's sighs and its troubles for thee, 
Here they have burdened thy life without number. 

Then sleep, mother— sleep, darling, now thou art free. 
Angels have wandered from Heaven to carry 

The one we love most to the realms of the blest. 
But oh, though so dear, we'd not have thee tarry, 

Li agony, dearest, awaiting thy rest ! 

Sleep, mother — sleep, darling, bright is the vision 
That whilst I am talking bursts full on thy sight, 

Ever-green mountains and valleys elysium, 
A throne which gives back His most glorious light. 

1 
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Streams whose fair waters reflect on their hosoms 
The forms of the freed as they flit to and fro, 

Trees that ne'er droop and their sweet fadeless hlossoms, 
Oh, could we again wish thee hack midst our woe ! 

Sleep, mother — sleep, darling, sleep, hut here only, 

Ah, well do we know thou*st awakened on high. 
Lovingly welcomed, not friendless and lonely. 

But one amongst millions who weep not nor die. 
Farewell then, mother, hut if it be given 

To watch o'er the loved ones to whom thou gav'st birth, 
Breathe to our souls of the glories of Heaven, 

And make us resigned to thy loss upon earth. 



i 



Best, little maiden, rest ! 

Strong is the noon- tide heat ; 
Best, little maiden, rest. 

Ere weary grow thy feet. 
The Summer roses blossom, 

And the merry brooklets sing, 
The bee and birdie hover 

High on swift and tireless wing ; 
The barley rustles gaily. 

From its midst the poppies peep ; 
When Nature shews such beauty 

Is the time to go to sleep. 

Best, little maiden, rest ! 

The harvest time is nigh ; 
The reaper reaps the flow'rs, 

Not leaves them here to die. 
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The Winter is so drearv, 

Wheii the world in snow is rolled ; 
He knows the fragile blossoms 

Would all perish with the cold, 
So takes them in their beauty, 

When the trorld is fair and bright, 
When noon for them is beaming. 

And they've never known the night. 

Best, little maiden, rest ! 

The mighty reaper, Death, 
Hath softly closed thine eyes, 

And gently hushed thy breath. 
Ere thou could' st know a sorrow. 

Or e'en give one heartfelt sigh, 
He bade thee join the angels 

In those blessed realms on high. 
Though here thou leavest Summer, 

Still for Winter we prepare. 
But oh, eternal sunshine 

Brightly beams for thee up there. 

Rest, little maiden, rest ! 

So golden lies thy track, 
That dearly as thou'rt loved 

We could not call thee back. 
This world is filled with anguish. 

And so many struggling here 
Would gladly join thy slumber. 

And escape its vistas drear. 
So fare thee well, sweet Edith, 

We will lie thee down to rest. 
Where sun will kiss the flowers 

As they blossom on thy breast. 
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DEAD. 
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Dead ! dead ! look down, oh star above, 

He's dead, my world, my all ; 
The only one I had to love 

Is gone beyond recall. 
It seems to me but yesternight, 

Those three short years ago. 
Yon heard us here together plight 

Our love for weal or woe. 
Those three short years, those three short years. 

How swiftly have they fled, 
He kept them free from sighs or tears. 

And now he lies there dead. 

Dead ! dead ! and can it be, oh star, 

You shine on all the same ? 
Has death — his death — no pow'r to mar 

The brightness of your flame ? 
To me your light is pale and dim, 

I cannot see it now. 
As when it used to shine on A»m, 

And kiss his noble brow. 
Those three short years, those three short years, 

How swiftly have they fled, 
He kept them free from sighs or tears. 

And now he lies there dead. 

Dead ! dead ! oh star, your radiance hide, 

He used to love your light ! 
I've heard him murmur by my side, 

** How beautiful is night ! " 
How beautiful ! He little knew 

Life's night was dark and drear, 
Not bright, as that portrayed by you, 

Oh star of yonder sphere. 
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Those three short years, those three short years, 

How swiftly have they fled, 
He kept them free from sighs or tears. 

And now he lies there dead. 

Dead ! dead ! oh star, say, can yon see 

The happy angel hand ? 
And is my loved one watching me 

From yonder radiant land ? 
'Tis tme that 'neath this sahle pall 

The senseless body lies. 
But he, my love, my life, my all^ 

Now dwells beyond the skies. 
Those three short years, those three short years. 

How swiftly have they fled, 
He kept them free from sighs or tears. 

And now he lies there dead. 

Dead ! dead ! oh star, was ever heard 

A wail so sad, so lone, 
As lies within that little word — 

Dead I dead ! so like a moan P 
A moan that never, never more 

Shall cease within my breast. 
Until the toils of life are o*er, 

And by his side I rest. 
Those three short years, those three short years, 

How swiftly have they fled ! 
He kept them free from sighs or tears. 

And now he lies there dead. 
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" Why speak ye thus in kindness, 

Why bid me weep wild tears, 
And say 'twill ease the grief that 

Must tinge all future years ? 
Oh, know ye not my life, my all, 

My greatest joy has fled ? 
Aye, gently kiss the bonnie brow. 

He's dead, my boy is dead : 

My boy is dead. 

I feel not now the anguish ; 

My ev'ry pulse is numb : 
Why ask for tears and murmurs, 

When grief allows of none ? 
See how he lies so still and white ! 

Yon sunbeam gUds his head : 
Aye, kiss him gently, softly now. 

He's dead, my boy is dead : 
My boy is dead. 

Hush, hush ! he calmly slumbers ! — 

Ah ! I forgot the time 
Had passed when sounds would wake him- 

Not e'en this voice of mine. 
The little hands are folded now. 

As when the pray'r he said 
* God bless Mamma ; ' but never more. 

He's dead, my boy is dead : 

My boy is dead. 

Good-bye ; but not for ever." 

She stooped to kiss his brow I 
Aye, slumber on together ; 
There'll be no sorrow now. 



L 
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We'll lay them down to take their rest 

Within the self-same hed, 
The hoy upon his mother's hreast — 

They're dead ; they both are dead ; 
They both are dead. 
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Calm, calm be thy rest, sweetest, sound be thy slumbers. 

Eternity's opened full early to thee ; 
Thine ear, but attuned to love's tenderest numbers, 

No harsh tone will grieve in the long years to be. 

We've loved thee, Leonie, we've loved thee, our treasure. 
How much. He who gave thee alone, dear, can know ; 

And yet in our sorrow. His love we can measure, 
And bow to the will which has saved thee from woe. 

Oh, darling, life's journey is weary and lonely. 
And grief seems the sturdiest plant on its sod ; 

Our sore hearts find comfort (if in this thought only). 
The plant groweth not near the throne of thy God. 

Ah ! rest thee, Leonie, our darling, our blessing, 
Fast closed to the world are thy bonnie blue eyes. 

But opened in wonder, 'neath Angels' caressing, 
They glitter like stars in yon radiant skies. 

I kiss the sweet marble that lieth before me. 
The white chiselled lips, and the beautiful brow ; 

But 'tis not theef childie, thouWt hovering o'er me, 
'Tis but the gem's casket I'm gazing on now. 



\ 
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A FAREWELL TO M. S. 



The snowdrops are blooming, Leonie, my flower, 

Fit emblems of thou in thy purity, they ; 
Ob, Deatb— ob, great reaper, wby use tby dread power. 

To steal ber, our beautiful blossom, away ? 

Ab, Leo, beloved, one moment's rebelling 

Was caused by tbe tbougbts of tbose flowers of Spring, 
That they should bloom brightly above thy cold dwelling. 

That birds o'er thy bosom should flutter and sing. 

Again, I'm forgetting 'tis not thee we're lying 
Low 'neath the snowdrops that blossom the sod ; 

Again, I repeat, o'er the casket we're sighing. 
The gem brightly gleams in the crown of our God. 

Farewell, then, Leonie, we'll silence our weeping, 
Knowing thou'rt safe in the long years to come — 

Yes, safe in thy Heavenly Father's own keeping. 
One of the blessed surrounding His throne. 

And when in the years that are visioned so dimly, 
Shall come to us freedom from sorrow and woe, 

Our first hope will be (no matter how inly) 
That 'tis to Leonie, our baby, we go. 



^ gnxtiatU to H. », 

Sleep on, thou weary one, oh rest, 
Life's storms for thee are o'er ; 

And safe upon thy Saviour's breast, 
Thou'lt never sorrow more. 

Thy gentle voice is missed by all, 

But it is better so. 
We would not if we could recall 

Thee to this world of woe. 



ON THE DEATH OF A BABY GIBL. 803 



For what was life to thee but care, 
Earths joys for thee were not, 

No husband and no child to share 
Thy sad and weary lot. 

It would be surely sin to mourn, 

That thou at last art free, 
That all the trouble thou hast borne 

Is passed away from thee. 

Then gently we will lie thee down. 

Beneath the soft green sod, 
So hide thee from this cold world's frown, 

And leave thee to thy God. 

We know that at the last great day, 

ThouUt rise beyond the sky. 
And join the saints' triumphant lay, 

" Glory to the Most High?" 



Faeewell, my bonnie baby, 
'Tis hard from thee to sever. 
To lose from earth our dearest 

For ever. 

No more to hear the music 
Of morning's tender greeting ; 
Our Hfe with thee was joyous, 

Though fleeting. 

No more to feel thy kisses, 

To watch thy bright eyes glisten. 

In vain for fairy footsteps 

To listen. 

\ 




Thy chair stands in the comer, 
Thy toys the floor is strewing ; 
I used to chide thee causing 

Their ruin. 

How ev'ry word of anger, 
Though hut in love 'twas given, 
Doth smite me now thou'st wandered 

To Heaven ! 

The thought comes in my sorrow, 
To still my hitter weeping. 
Thou are not dead, sweet Mahel, 

But sleeping. 

He called thee hence in mercy. 
Though hright thy life was dawning. 
Earth's woes might still have clouded 

Thy morning. 

So fare thee weU, my darling. 
My we who here must sever 
Be at the last great Waking 

Together. 



KILLED BY A FALL OF CLIFF ON THE GRANVILLE MARINA. 

JULY 5, 1877. 

Just fancy ! nearly finished, we shall proudly hail each guest 
Who comes to view our lahour, whilst to-day we take a rest ; 
We've planted hlooming flowers, and the banners wave on high. 
To greet the stately party that is coming by-and-by. 
Our labour's nearly over, and the worst is surely past, 
For the road through the Marina is safely made at last; 
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The cliffs were hard to manage, and we feared they would not 

stand, 
For Nature took them from us with her own most mighty hand. 
But again we've battled with her, and we've overcome her now, 
And a roadway of our making stands boldly on her brow — 
A roadway o'er which carriages will pass in crowds to-day, 
How proudly shall we cheer them as we watch their onward way, 
And know by our exertions that the road will bear the weight 
Of those carriages and horses, and their precious human freight ! 

H^k ! mates ! — oh, listen ! what's that sound ? again that 

fearful call ! 
Look, mates ! — see ! see ! the dust clouds, and the cliffs — they 

f aU ! they fall ! 
God of mercy, hear us, grant Thou no mate is nigh ! 
No, no, no, 'twould be too cruel on such a day to die. 
Call all the hands together, for we shall not know till then, 
Loudly answer to your names every one of you, good men. 
That's right, that's right, that's right, but there's Ashdown 

should be here ; 
Oh, comrades, is he lying 'neath those huge chalk boulders near F 
Let's look for him— let's work, men, as we've never worked 

before, 
Though long ere we can reach him all his sorrows will be o'er. 
Ah, gently, comrades, gently now, see, there he calmly lies. 
The death seal set upon his brow, no light within his eyes ; 
The banners wave, the flowers bloom, but aU their beauty's fled, 
For he who helped to raise and plant now lies amidst them 

dead. 

He has fought his last great battle and died amidst its strife, 
For the cruel cliff has fallen, depriving him of life. 
But oh, had it stood defiant in all its mighty pow'r. 
What would have been the consequence within this coming 
hour? 
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Ah, little do our stately guests who're hasting to ns think 
How near, how very near they've stood upon death's sombre 

brink! 
That Nature, though we chide her, has but raised her arm. to 

save 
Those guests whom we would honour from a swift, untimely 

grave. 
Farewell to you, old comrade, you have laboured hard and true, 
Now the toil is left for us whilst the rest is all for you. 
We would have kept you with us, but a stronger will than ours 
Has bidden you go slumber 'neath the bright-hued Summer 

floVrs. 
We'll not forget you, comrade, though beneath the ground you 

lie, 
Although we own on such a day 'tis very hard to die. 



ToTJ are gone to the land of the leal, dear Mend, 

Tou are gone to the land of the true. 
And the vistas of Heaven, all closed to us. 

Are now opened for ever to you. 
Oh, our pathway on earth is but hard, dear friend, 

Midst its roses lie many a thorn. 
But aU hidden for you to the end of time. 

You are gone to your rest in Life's mom. 
You are gone on the journey we all must take, 

Has been taken by dear ones of yore, 
And we know, though we weep at saying farewell. 

You're not losty but have hastened before. 
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Eternity's sea rolls between us, dear friend, 

But the arms which have home you across. 
In the time when He lets us repose from toil, 

Will return at His bidding for us. 
And gladly we'll welcome their coming, dear friend, 

It will end for us sorrow and strife, 
Will bid us to join you in regions above. 

And so cease the dread battle of life. 
So at Heaven's gate give us welcome, dear friend, 

When our spirits shall thitherward soar, 
We know you're not deady though we bid you farewell, 

No, not lost, only gone on before. 
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Faeewell, darling, thou art going 

To the land we may not see. 
Swift thy stream of life is flowing 

Into vast eternity. 

Oh, my darling, when the morrow 

On us mortals here shall break, 
Free from care, from pain, from sorrow, 

In thy glory thou shalt wake. 

Never more the pitter patter 

Of the little restless feet. 
Never more the clitter clatter 

Of the voice like music sweet. 

Bonnie, blue-eyed, fairy maiden, 

It is hard to let thee go ; 
And my heart is heavy laden 

With its mighty, tearless woe. 

\ 
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Oh, my darling, from high Heaven, 
Thou wilt sometimes look and see 

What to Him IWe sadly given, 
He had only lent to me. 

V 

Tell Him that thy mother's longing 
Is to reach that happy home ; 

There with thee and angels thronging, 
Help to praise Him on His throne. 

Softly now thy hrow caressing — 
Ah ! thy spirit's taken flight. 

Fare thee wiJl, my heart's one blessing, 
Here on earth a last good night. 



I LOVE thee, trees ! 'Neath thine umbrageous shade 
How many pleasant, thoughtful hours I've laid. 
Tracing with awe and wonder-stricken eyes 
The phantom forms that flitted o'er the skies. 
Fantastic clouds all tipped with fleecy light. 
Or crowned with rose hues at approaching night, 
Anon with radiant stars like gems thick set 
That though so lovely fllled me with regret ; 
For in their track came cool and chilly breeze, 
Whisp'ring amidst thy waving branches, trees, 
Of house-roof's shelter from the too cool air 
Of banishment for hours from scenes so fair. 

I love thee, trees ! For when heart-seared with grief, 
I've listened to thy songs, and found relief; 
When eyes were heavy with their unshed tears. 
And soul was troubled with vague, trembling fears ; 
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Hope in thy murmurings hath fonnd a voice, 
And shouted forth, " Fear not, rejoice, rejoice ! " 
When others have heen harsh, thou hast been kind, 
Hath j&Ued with love and tenderness my mind ; 
Hath caused my thoughts in written words to flow, 
Till others have been led sweet peace to know ; 
A peace that owed its birth but to thy pow'r, 
Breathed forth in melody of bird and flow'r. 

I love thee, trees ! Thy shelter's more to me 
Than stately piles of brickwork e'er could be ; 
Like weary infant seeks its moth^'s breast, 
So do I seek thy shade in which to rest. 
Thou'rt more to me than human (so-called) friends, 
For thine' s a sympathy which never ends ; 
When weary of the world, its cares and strife, 
I fly to thee, to cheer anew my life. 
No wonder at that dusky, dark-browed band,* 
Who wander outcasts o'er our pleasant land. 
Despising house-roofs, 'neath the trees to roam. 
And speaking of the forest depths as home. 

I love thee, trees ! Long may thy stately forms 

Defy the power of our wildest storms ; 

May future generations come to see 

The beauty thou bestow' st on Tivoli. 

May birds continue thy fair boughs to throng, 

And fill the hollow with their dulcet song ! 

Oh, Tivoli, to me thou art so dear. 

For sake of memWies which have wooed me here. 

I feel thy portrait in mine heart will stay. 

Though I might wander from thee far away. 

For thee, oh trees, my love no tongue can tell ; 

Sweet spot, I leave thee now — Good night, farewell ! 



Gipsies. 

\ 
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(dedicated to the owner, captain cotton.) 

Oh, groves of Quex, how beautiful thy shade, 
How full of Nature^s richest gifts each glade, 
From violet, which scents the first Spring breeze, 
To topmost boughs that wave on yonder trees, 
I love to roam along thy swards at will. 
Or rest me idly on some mimic hill, 
Where I can ponder o'er those days of old, 
When Quex was birth-place of the brave and bold ; 
When she, whose beauty (yonder pillar's theme) 
Made life to one fond heart a Summer's dream. 
She sleeps, nor could that peerless beauty save 
Its owner from all Nature's goal — the grave. 
Oh, home of Quex, what childish feet have strayed 
Along thy floor, earth's sweetest music made 
What cries of childish pain have caused a dart 
Of fear to pierce more than owe mother's heart. 
Hearts that lie silent now within each breast, 
Poor weary hearts, gone to eternal rest ; 
Whilst those who caused them joy, or anguish deep, 
Have followed in their parents' track — and sleep. 
Oh, shrubs of Quex, couldst thou but speak to me, 
What would thy whispered tales of past time be ? 
Could'st tell of lover's vows, most fondly sworn, 
Long ere the passing century was bom ? 
Might be that they proved false, those vows of old 
Perished (as vows oft now) for lack of gold. 
Or couldst thou whisper darker tales than these, 
When scent of blood passed o'er thee on the breeze, 
When in thy darkest shade lurked trait'rous crime ; 
Oh, shrubs of Quex, couldst tell of such a time ? 
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My heart is heavy, with its unshed tears, 

At thoughts so sad of all those vanished years, 

So let them go. Well has some writer said — 

" Forget ! let the dead past bury its dead." 

J will it so, oh Q,uex, J live, J live, 

And revel in the joys thou yet canst give ; 

Pain, care, I to the wanton breezes fling. 

Scent thy sweet fragrance, hear thy wild birds sing, 

Not even let harsh words my spirit vex. 

Though here to-day I Ve heard e'en them, oh Quex ! 

Perhaps for them no more my steps will stray 

Along thy sward, or o'er thy shady way ; 

But, be it as Fate wills, I'm loth to go, 

For thou art fair, and I have loved thee so. 

Tut, tut, I'll say no more, 'twas wounded pride 

That would have spoken, there is naught beside ; 

I'll come to thee again, and yet again. 

Forget in future pleasure, present pain. 

But now, farewell, oh groves and glades of Quex ! 

Whose beauties words of mine could ne'er index. 



liaMi^* 



Dawlish valley, thou art lovely 

As a poet " painter's " dream. 
From the woods that o'er thee tower. 

To thy rippling laughing stream ; 
From the lanes that form thy girdle. 

To the sea that fronts thy breast. 
Has our Mother Nature formed thee 

For a spot of perfect rest. 



I 
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Who has time to think of sorrow, 

Roaming through each leafy lane, 
Where the ferns and soft-green mosses 

Woo them from all thoughts of pain ; 
Where the grand old trees are bowing, 

And the birds sing on the spray. 
Till the heart miist cease from grieving, 

And be happy e'en as they. 

Who, while list'ing to the music 

(As it runs o*er pebbles white) 
Of thy dancing, bounding streamlet, 

Could but listen with delight. 
Could but fancy happy voices, 

In each foamy little fall. 
Or the sound of joyous laughter 

In its rippling tones recall. 

Dawlish valley, thou art lovely, 

Or it seemeth so to me, 
As I pace along thy meadows. 

Or beside the sounding sea, 
That for ever sings thy praises 

To the ones who will but hear. 
As thy little streamlet mingles 

With its waters bright and clear. 

But perhaps thy greatest beauty 

Is the church far up the glade, 
Which thy people, for long ages. 

Have their earthly Zion made. 
And its moss-stained gray old tower. 

Tale of sweetest import teUs, 
As each day of rest is welcomed 

By the crashing of its bells. 
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Their silvery tongues chime loudly 

Down thy sunny vale so sweet, 
And far out upon the ocean 

The brave, hardy fishers greet ; 
Up, up the stately avenues 

Of the ancient forest trees. 
Does the thrilling tide of music 

Surge upon the scented breeze. 

Higher still, and yet, yet higher, 

To the bright, blue skies above, 
Do the bells' sweet voices rising. 

Speak of hope, and joy, and love ; 
Till they reach His earnest people. 

Call them to His house of pray'r. 
And so, after all, sweet Dawlish, 

Is thy greatest beauty there. 

Thou art lovely, Dawlish valley. 

In the sunshine or the shade. 
For the voice of Nature speaketh 

In each lane and leafy glade : 
All of worldly griefs seem hidden 

'Neath thy blossom covered breast, 
And thy beauty doth but whisper 

Of most perfect peace and rest. 



Oh, should you yearn for valleys fair, 
For leafy lanes without compare, 
For sweetly perfumed, balmy air, 
Go, seek them all in Devon. 



\ 
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Or should you rather mountams high, 
Whose tops would seem to pierce the sky, 
To climb, which would be vain to try. 
Such will you find in Devon. 

If rippling streamlets be your thought, 
To rushing rivers swiftly brought, 
They're found in numbers, if but sought 
Within the heart of Devon. 

If grand old ruins you'd explore, 
Or versed become in ancient lore, 
Oh, mighty is the boundless store 
Possessed by bonnie Devon. 

On hill-top but five minutes stand, 
And gaze about on either hand. 
You'll deem yourself in fairy land. 
So beautiful is Devon. 

Look for a moment to your right, 
Grand rocks and clifis burst on your sight. 
And ocean surges in its might, 
To guard the coasts of Devon. 

Again behold, lo, at your feet 
Some peaceful vale your glances meet. 
Where purling brooks and meadows sweet 
Proclaim the wealth of Devon. 

And then upon your left you turn. 
Behold the flow'ry brake and burn, 
The ravine deep, the mountain stem, 
Bespeak our gi'and old Devon. 

Oh, beautiful beyond compare. 
With all of grandeur rich and rare, 
Art thou, my bright and ever fair, 
My bonnie native Devon. 
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" Ate, make your boats taut, boys, all make your boats taut ; 

Yon dark clouds above us loom not there for naught : 

The sea is inrolling with deep sullen moan, 

The old trees about us do nothing but groan. 

A big storm is brewing — no common one though, 

I'm old, and full fiercely IWe heard the winds blow. 

But wind's brewing now such as never I heard ; 

So make your boats taut, boys, attend to my word." 

Thus spoke an old salt to his mates of the sea. 

Whilst watching the storm clouds rise fast on their lee ; 

His fear was for those out in vessel and boat, 

Se thought but of danger to sailors afloat. 

But safely rode they on the sea's open breast, 

Full calmly and peacefully took they their rest ; 

Not frightened by Nature's dread voice or her frowns, 

For cyclones breathed not 'midst the ships in the Downs. 

Oh, no, 'twas reserved for the dwellers on shore ; 

The fall of rain torrents— the tempest's wild roar, 

The wreck of each homestead that cyclone could reach 

Was perfect as ever was wreck on the beach. 

The morning dawned darkly, and swift fell the rain ; 

The wind shrieked aloud like a spirit in pain 

It chafed and it fretted as though its mad course 

Was checked by some unseen and powerful force ; 

Until, like a demon in maddest of wrath, 

It (loosened) sprang forth on its terrible path : 

Swift bearing before it tree, housetop, and wall, 

Crash following crash, and f aU echoing fall. 

Five minutes sufficed for its fury to last ; 

But what of the scene when those minutes were past ? 

The fair Kentish homes, in their beauty and pride, 

Were levelled to earth, or their roofs thrown aside. 




316 LINES ON THE RESOTTB OF A SHIPWRECKED CRE'W. 

The horror-struck dwellers in terror shrunk low, 

Exposed by the pitiless blast of the foe. 

Grand trees that for ages their boughs had upreared 

Entangled and prone on earth's bosom appeared ; 

Whole farm-yards destroyed — their contents widely 

spread, 
The men and their charges from fright almost dead. 
All this devastation five minutes record, 
Ah, yes, 'twas as rife as by pillage or sword ; 
And Wahner a desolate ruin now lies, 
A proof of God's pow'r to incredulous eyes. 



/ 



ON THE RESCUE OF A SHIPWRECKED CREW OFF THE ROYAL 
CRESCENT, MARGATE, DURING THE FEARFUL GALE ON SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 25, 1877. 

Oh, Storm Fiend, say, whence camest thou last night, 

When hush of sleep had calmed each weary brow. 
When peace and safety spoke in ev'ry light 

That danced from yonder tossing vessel's prow ? 
But matters not thine advent — ^here thou art, 

Spreading destruction over sea and land. 
Filling with terror dire each beating heart. 

Whose breathless owner walks the wreck-stewn sand. 
Ah, hast not had enotcgh e'en now, oh blast. 

Enough of battle with yon rolling waves, 
But must thou bid their angry fury last 

Till those poor creatures sink in wat'ry graves ? 
Why, why must we stand here, so helpless too. 

And watch our fellow-creatures perish there ? 
Can none be found to help that shipwrecked crew. 

So near, we hear their cries of wild despair ? 
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See, there they wave their caps, as if to bid 

Farewell to those they know no help can give. ^ 
They're gone ! Or are they but by foam-clouds hid ? 

Thank God, 'tis so ! they climb the mast — ^they live ! 
What's that we see amid the breakers float ? 

'Tis hidden now. Again it comes to view — 
Can, can it be ! It is our own Life Boat, 

Manned by a gallant and brave-hearted crew. 
God speed thee ! Oh, thou bravest of the brave, 

Each heart to-day with pride must own the worth 
Of thou, whose mission is to help and save. 

To bring thy sailor brothers back to earth. 
Ah, Storm Fiend, cease thy rush ! Still, still thy voice ; 

Give but those gallant tars one little chance. 
And let our anguished souls once more rejoice 

By watching yonder boat on wave-tops dance. 
Useless, oh cruel Fiend, our pray'r to thee ; 

She cannot move. Her crew their muscles strain. 
Deep buried in the trough of raging sea. 

Their almost superhuman toil is vain. 
Ah, see, they move ! Again they're making way. 

The men too see them from the doomed ship ; 
Again they're hidden by the blinding spray- 
See, see, an oar is broken, fatal slip ; 
But no, they miss it not, they still row on. 

They gain the ship — Hurrah ! Now for a rope — 
They've none to throw — God, their chance is gone ! — 

The boat has turned away and dashed all hope. 
She comes ashore. She battled with the strife 

Of angry elements in vain, in vain ; 
And now, to save her freight of human life. 

Must needs the wreck-strewn beach once more regain. 
Oh, men ! thou didst thy best, and proud are we 

To shake thine hardy honest hands once more, 
And know that thou at least hast balked the sea, 

And made thy landing safe again on shore. 
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But oh, our hearts are heavy still with woe, 

To watch those poor, poor fellows clinging there — 
To feel that short the time ere they mi^t go, 

To hear their cries stiU ringing through the air— 
Ah, see ! what means that streak across the sky ? 

'Tis surely smoke. Yes ! Yes ! Or do I dream ? 
It is no dream — hrave men, ye will not die— 

For to thine aid hastes that great wonder, steam ! 
The Tug from Ramsgate, with their hoat in tow. 

Manned by a crew as gallant e'en as ours. 
Fast rushes through the billows white as snow ; 

The men half blinded by the wild spray show'rs. 
They've reached the ship. They've reached the half-drowned 
men, 

So near that we can see them as they spring. 
But no description of my feeble pen 

To those who saw it not, that i^ight can bring. 
And noWf oh Storm Fiend, thou may'st do thy worst, 

Hurl golden wealth to very depths of sea. 
So human life, for which thou seem'st to thirst, 

Is*safely snatched by gallant hearts from thee. 



Sitt-eg 
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DEDICATED TO THE REV. HENRY DAY, HIS PUPILS, AND ALL WHO 
ASSISTED AT THE ENTERTAINMENT GIVEN IN AID OF THE WIDOW 
AND ORPHANS OF THE LATE J. BURLIN80N, WHO WAS KILLED 
ON THE LONDON, CHATHAM, AND DOVER LINE FEBRUARY I, 1S77. 

Oh Poverty ! how dark and drear. 

How wearisome thy road ! 
For man, strong man, 'tis hard to bear 

Thy dragging, heavy load ; 



LINES DEDICATED TO THE BEY. HENRY DAY. 



819 



No rest, no rest, all toil, all toil, 
^ Then scarcely bread to eat — 
Oh ! Poverty, how bitter thou ! 
Oh ! Affluence, how sweet ! 

For man ! 'tis hard for woman left 

"With little children too. 
Lest Affluence will stretch a hand 

To help ! what can she do ? 
When he, the bread winner, her stay, 

Is taken from her side ; 
Is swiftly called from earth away 

In manhood's early pride ? 

'Tis then that Nature's better part 
« Like sun shines bright and clear. 
That hand unites with voice and heart 

The lonely ones to cheer ; 
And even little children then 

With noble zeal step forth, 
And aiding in the cause but shew 

Their own most priceless worth. 

A proof of this we had last night 

True proof in ev'ry way. 
And for the very pretty sight 

We thank you, Mr. Day ; 
To you, your masters, and your boys. 

Is greatest credit due, 
But first upon the list I think 

Day Junior must be you. 



Your music really was a treat 
And then, oh dear, what fun, 

Was in the spider and the fly 
By Dix so ably sung ! 



■^ i 
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Then Tilbmy was to the life 

In Candle Candle dear, 
The picture of a coaxing wife, 

Whose sponse would barely hear. 

Who conld but laugh at the excuse 

Of ready witted Peg, 
The reason given for the goose 

Be'ng served up with one leg ! 
To nature it was really true, 

The Devon rustic's speech, 
" I come from Devon, so must know 

Its language, Mr. Leach." 

And, Master Munns, we hope that you 

BeKeve in what you read, 
The " March of Intellect," 'tis true, 

Is very good indeed ; 
Though capitly you read it, sir, 

To tell you 'tis but right, 
A. longer piece we should prefer. 

You'd read another night. 

And Master Headon, pray, sir, mind. 

As through the world you roam. 
Your shafts are not of such a kind 

As strike so nearly home. 
The little men the chorus strong. 

Whose names I do not know, 
I thank them for their glee and song 

That helped amuse us so. 

Yes, thanks, my boys, on their behalf, 

Who owe so much to you. 
Bright particles of England's staff. 

Young Britons brave and true ! 
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Be life for us, boys, long or short. 
No Imman tongue can tell, 
Bnt throngli it like the Fossets sung 
Might we too sing " All's Well." 

Among our pleasures not the least 

Was given by the band. 
As lovers of true harmony 

Last night could understand ; 
And as it now devolves on me 

I thank them one and all. 
And Mr. Sanger for the use 

Of his most useful Hall. 



ON THE DEATH OP HER SON, AOED NINE YEARS. 

I'd offer words of sympathy. 

If they of use could be. 
Trite world-worn words of condolence, 

If they could comfort thee ; 
They could not, for my fancy 

Paints from my mother heart. 
The pain within thy bosom 

Yet aching from Death's smart. 

But I would caU thy memory 

To words of holy lore. 
In which it says thy treasured one 

Is but gone on before : 
He's taken that dread journey. 

Which we some day must take. 
Escaping aU earth's sorrow : 

Be thankful for his sake. 
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Think of his dear face tenderly. 

Let fall thy mother tears, 
But oh, remember happily 

Gleam all his future years ! 
That, one of God's own angels. 

He rests beside the Throne, 
That while toeWe onward toiling. 

He's safely reached his home. 

Look upward at the firmament. 

Ton star-bespangled skies, 
And in those stars so glorious 

Let fancy paint his eyes : 
For they are o'er thee watching, 

From those bright realms above, 
They gaze on all thine angsish, 

They note thy tears of love. 

And if to them 'twere possible 

To speak in human tone. 
They would venture to remonstrate 

With thee for tear and moan. 
They'd say, " Why weep, dear mother P 

Canst thou be grieved to see 
That all of pain and sorrow 

Hath fassed away from me ? 

That through all vast eternity 

Lies naught for me but joy, 
Thou canst not see regretfuUy 

This prospect for thy boy ; 
And in God's mighty goodness, 

Thou art not left alone. 
For thou hast other children 

To bless thine earthly home. 
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So, mother, cease thus moumfally 

To think upon the past, 
Move on thy journey hopefully. 

And meet me here at last." 
Tes, this is what my fancy 

Would paint as Frooky's pray'r, 
With dear ones left, be happy, 

'Tis well with him up there. 



TO MY BOOK. 

Oh, record frail, of deepest thought I 

Has it been in thy poVr 
To soothe one heart, with anguish fraught. 

Then blessed be the hour 
In which I Med each page of thine 

With sadness, or with mirth. 
So using for the best, the time 

He's giyen me on earth. 



Printed at the Operative Jewish Converts' Institution, Palestine Placet 

Cambridge_Heath. 



EERATA. 



Page 68, line 4 from top, /or " rules " read " rolls." 

86, line 4 from bottom, /or «* grief" read " grieve. 



»» 



-i 



